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"INDIANA. On the 11th instant, Albert S. White, 
representative in congress from the Lafayette dis- 
trict, was elected senator to congress frorm this state, 
to fill the place of the hon. John Tipton. Four days 
were occupied in the election. 

On the 36th and last trial, Mr. White received 
%5 votes; Colonel Blake 37; Noble 11; Howard 16; 


Tipton 1; Boon 1; Dewey |. 


MassacHuseTTs. The second trial for a repre- 
sentative to congress in the district in Massachu- 
setts, now represented by William Parmenter, took 

lace on Monday last. There was again no choice. 
Phe following was the result: 

For Brooks, (W.) 3.862; for Parmenter, ( Ad.) 
3,985; scattering, 651. Majority against Parinen- 
ter, 528. At the first trial the majority against Mr. 


P. was 271. 





From Froripa. The Floridian published at 
Tallavassee, under date of the Ist inst. states that 
further depredations have been committed by the 
Indians quartered in Okefenokee swainp. A few 
days previous, the residence of a Mr. Toppin had 
been attacked, himself ani wife killed, and two or 
three children left tor deail—one of whom had since 
recovered. Two days after, the family of Mr. Green 
was attacked, and one or two of its inmates killed. 
These families resided in Columbia county, on St. 
Mary’s river. The prospect of the termination of 
the [udian war, becomes every day more gloomy. 
In fact, there is no probability of such an event oc- 
curring +n another twelve months. Tie insorimation 
received fro:n the ariny, is indicative of another des- 
perate struggle, by the hostiles, to retain possession 
of the country, with a resolution only to yield when 
conpletely overpowered. [tis reported that at a 
recent meeting of the chiefs of the Withlacooche, 
the war party were the most numerous, and were 
detertnined on a renewal of hostilities. Che o math- 
la, the principal chief of the Tallahassees, was in 
consequence unable to bring in the remainder of his 
people. He states that Tiger Tail is among the 
most hostile, and had returned with the warriors aud 
their families to the west of the Suwannees. 
CANADA—THE LAST ATTEMPT AT INVASION. 
The following particulars of the last stupid and_ 
Wicked attempt to invade Canada, are from the De- 
troit Daily Advertiser of the 6th inst. 


“It is generally conceded that the last act of the 
patriot invaders, in crossing over froin this city with 
a view to subjugate Canada with a handful of un. 
disciplined men, is the most fool hardy, mad and 
criminal enterprise that has yet marked their in- 
fatuated career. ‘There is no justification or pallia- 
tion for so miserable an undertaking. And the con- 
duct of those chivalrous invaders, on reaching the 
opposite shore, is represented by those who know, 
as having been perfectly in keeping with the spirit 
that prompted it. After the first attack upon the 
barracks, and the successful conflagration of those 
buildings and the steamboat Thames, they were 
marched upon by a company of about seventy Bri- 
tish militiamen, including six regulars. The inva- 
ders, taking their own statements as correct, nuin- 
bered about two hundred and fifty, who were de- 
feated and dispersed. If they went over to fight, 
why did they not fight at such numerical advan- 
tage? The truth, is they are neitherthe men to en- 
joy rational liberty themselves nor achieve it for 
others. We hope this inad-cap expedition, and its 
disastrous results, will operate as a signal warning 
to those whu imay yet contemplate similar wove- 
ments, and convince them of the utter hopelessness 
and wickedness. of so uncalled for an invasion. At 
least may we claim it of those of our citizens, who 
have encouraged the enterprise, at once to exert 
their influence for the prevention of its recurrence. 

We are assured that several dead bodies of the 
patriots, killed at Windsor on Tuesday, were suffer- 
ed to lie unburied and exposed until yesterday, a 
prey to the dogs and hogs! This is brutality be- 
yond precedent. [t is conduct that would have 
disgraced Hottentots. When the life is gone, it is 
the height of fiendishness to leave the inanimate 
corpse exposed as food for beasts. 

It is reported on good authority that colonel 
Prince ordered two of the patriot prisoners to be 
shot ia cold blood after the skirmish of Tuesday 
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was over, and his troops had come oif victo- 
rious; and that such would have been we taic vu 
some dozen others, had not the command “zg officer 
at Malden, with a nobleness of soul that doves bie 
infinite honor, put a check upon the bloody design, 
We really hope that the report may turn out to De 
unfounded, but cannot, froin our authority, well 
doubt its correctness. /Law is law, even against 
one’s enemy. 

Dr. .Theller was yesterday arrested by the civil 
authorities for setting on foot a military expedition 
against the British provinces, and brought before 
judge Wilkins at Chambers. He expressed his 
anxiety for an immediate trial, but the district at- 
torney stated that it would be impossible to pro- 
cure his witnesses at the presentterm. Dr. Theller 
then gave bail for his appearance this day, when 
the court held au adjourned sitting. His trial will 
undoubtedly be postponed to next terin. 

Of the seven prisoners, brought before judge 
Wilkins on Tuesday and bound to appear at the 
next term of the United States district court, only 
one was from this state, two from Canada, two frown 
Onio, and the rest from New York. 

The inost authentic report now is, that in the 
skirmish at Windsor, twelve patriots and eight Bri- 
tish soldiers were killed. Upto yesterday morning, 
the British had captured eleven prisoners, some of 
them Ainerican citizens. 

Not a Canadian resident joined the patriot inva- 
ders when they landed in Canada. 


The Toledo Blade of the 6th instant states, that 
on the $d instant, major Payne, with a company of 
U. S. soldiers, made a descent on the patriot camp 
in the swamp near the river Rouge, and took from 
thetn 13 boxes of muskets, 1 box of spears, ammu- 
nition, &c. Besides their misfortune in the less of 
arms, they met with another reverse in the loss of 
their purse. It is said that one of their leading offi- 
cers fom another state, instead of leading liis men 
to Canada, has pocketed their funds, and taken his 
track home. 

General Scott arrived at Cleveland, (Ohio) on the 
Sthinstant. It was supposed that on leaving Cleve- 
land he would renair to Detroit. 

On the Sth, a company of U. S. troops arrived at 
Cleveland from Buffalo. 
~ Among the prisoners taken in the skirmish near 
‘Sandwich, was, it is said, a member of the Michigan 
legislature. 

A report was current at Toronto, that 2000 Ken. 
tuckians were in ful! march to invade the Upper 
province. Troops had in conseqnence left King- 
ston and Toronto for B:antford, as a precantionary 
measure. 

The Detroit Post says that “general” Putnam, 
the leader in the late border foray, is a refugee froin 
the London district. The saine paper states that a 
ineeting had been held at Detroit, in which the pro- 
ceedings of general Brady and major Payne had 
been denounced in good set phrase. Theller was 
one of the orators on this ogcasion. 

We find the following account of the execution of 
Nils Von Schoultz, the leader of the patriot for- 
ces, in the Kingston Chronicle of the 8th inst. 


“The warrant for the execution of this person ar- 
rived in town on Wednesday evening last, from the 
seat of government, addressed to the sheriit of Mid- 
land district. On Thursday the prisoner was re- 
moved from Fort Henry to the common jail, and 
from thence at 8 o'clock this morning he was taken 


to the glaces of Fort Henry, and there hanged. 


The following letter is the only document left by 
Von Schoultz, which is considered of any interest to 
the Canadian public: 

Kingston Jail, 7th December, 1838. 

When you get this let'er | ain no more. I have 
been informed that my execution will take place to- 
morrow. May Goi forgive them who brought me 
to this untimely death. I have madeap my mind, 
andI forgive them. To-day I have been promised 
a lawyer to draw up my will. Ihave appointed you 
iny executor of said will. I wrote to you in my 
former letter about my body. If the British govern- 
ment permit it, I wish it may delivered to you to 
be buried on your farm. I have no time to write 
long to yon, because I have great need of commu- 





nicating with my Creator, and to prepare for his pre- 


sence. 
allowed. My last wish to the Americans is, that they 
may not think of revenging my death. Let no fur 
ther blood be shed; and believe me, fram what I have 
seen, thut all the stories that were told about the suf- 
ferings of the Canadian people were untrue. Give wy 
love to your sister, and tell her I think on her as my 
mother. God reward her for all ber kindness. I 
further beg you to take care of W. Johnson, so that 
he may find an honorable breai. Fareweil, ny dear 
friend. God bless and protect you. 
(Signed ) S. Von ScHovuttz. 
To Warren Green, esq. 
Salina, state of New York, U- S. 


From the Warrentown Jeffersonian, Extra, Dec. 15. 


Dorephus Abbey, of Pamelia, and Daniel George, 
of Lyine, were hung yesterday, at Kingston, purrs 
suant to the sentence of the court martial, now in 
session. A gentleman who witnessed the execu- 
tion, states that it was generally believed in Kings- 
ton that four others would be executed on Saturday. 

The wife of George was in Kingston at the time 
of her husband’s execution. Her prayers to see him 
before his death and to obtain his body, after, were 
denied. 

LATER FROM Evrorg. By the packet ship Ville 
de Lyon, capt. Stodda:d, the New York Com:ner- 
cial has Paris files to the 7th November inclusive, 
containing London advices of the Sth. The news 
is not of much importance. 

The Bulletin of the 7th states that on the pre- 
ceding day the king rode on horseback, with the 
duke de Nemours and the princess Clementine, in 
the weod of Fontainbleau, returning through the 
city, where his presence was greeted with cries of 
“vive le roi.” 

High mass was celebrated in the churches of Pa- 
ris, on the morning of the 6th, being the anniversary 
of the death of Charles X. 

The Marseilles Semaphore of the 3d, states that 
terrible storins have again swept over the Black 
sea, causing great destruction among the shipping. 
A Russian frigate and steamboat are said to have 
perished. Also an English brig, laden with mu- 
nitions of war for the Circassian insurgents. 

The Paris papers announce the death of M. 
Henri de la Riviere, aged 78, who in the national 
convention boldly protested and voted against the 
execution of Louis XVI. 

The plague has entirely disappeared from Alex- 
andria. 

From Spain the only intelligence of any interest 
is that Balmaseda, Carlist, was frustrated in an at- 
tempt to cross the Ebro, by Espartero and Ribero 
—the Carlists sustaining considerable loss. 


The London Weekly Despatch of Nov. 4, says 
thatthe greatest activity was prevailing at Wool- 
wich, in preparing large supplies of wai materials. 

It is intimated that Austria is likely to get into 
a broil with Switzerland on account of political 
refugees. 

The British parliament was not expected to meet 
before January. 

There had been some commotions at Cologne, 
growing out of the Catholic question, in which the 
troops bore a part. The dispute between the Prus- 
sian government and the Archbishop was no nearer 
an adjustinent. 

It is said that the conference of London has at 
last resulted in a final agreement as to the affairs of 
Belgium and Holland, to which France has assent- 
ed. Luxembourg to be restored to Holland, and a 
portion of the debt to be deducted in favor of Bel- 

ium. 
. The intended marriage of the duke de Leuch. 
tenburg with the eldest daughter of the Russian 
emperor, is officially announced. The duke is cou- 
sin to Lonis Napoleon Bonaparte. 

The opening of the session of the Belgian con- 
gress was looked to with much interest. The king 
was to open the chambers in person, and to that end 
left Fontainebleau, with his queen, on the Sth of 
November. On the same day,theduke and duch- 
ess of Wirtemburg set out for Italy. 

M. Thiers was at Rome in October, seeking ma- 
terials for his projected history of Tuscany. From 
thence he was to go Naples on the 4th of No- 
vember, 1 
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Treasurer’s Report. The following isthe 
annual report o: the treasurerof the United States 
to both Rnuts:or congress, transmitting the a¢- 
counts of that office, as settled by the accounting 

‘ officers: 
Treasury of the U. S. December, 1833. 

Sir: In compliance with the provisions of the act 
of congress of 1739, establishing the treasury de- 
partmeat, which requires the treasurer, ‘‘on the third 
day of the session, to lay before the senate and the 
house of representatives fair and accurate copies of 
all accounts by bin, from time to time, rendered to, 
and settled by, the accounting oificers of the trea- 
sury,’’ | have the honor to transmit herewith copies 
of my accounts, settled by the said ofticers, for the 
following periods, viz: 

For the Ist quarter of the year 1837, 
2d s af 1837. 

Under our former practice, these two accounts 
would have been sent inon the third day of your last 
session, but the changes in our mode ol making 
payinents, consequent apon the derangement ol our 
fiscal operations, so greatly increased the ‘abor and 


ee 


difficulty of making settlements that it was aitogether | 


impracticable to have them prepared intime. ‘The 
same dithiculties operate (in less degree, however) 
to retard the settle:meut of my accounts for the four 
quarters of the year ending 30th Jane last, which 
should, as contemplated by the law, be now ready 
ior transmission. But it afiords me pleasure to 
state that the whole of these accounts have been 
prepared, and are ready for the examination of the 
accounting ollicers. Lhe two first arein progress 
of settlement, and it is probable that the whole will 
be coimpieted in time to be sent in before the close 
of the present session. 

In the period of tiine comprehended between the 
24th of Ociover, 1837, and the 26th of September, 
1533, payments were nade from this office, in trea- 
sury notes, amounting to $15,709,810 01; by far 
the larger portion (probably four-filths) of whieh 
were remitted by mail to numbeiless individuals, 
and to all parts of the union, Much apprehension 
of risk and loss was entertained when this practice 
commenced, and consequently the greatest care and 
circuinspeciion was observed in preparing and mail- 
ing the packages; but the result bas proved so 
strikingly the general certainty and security of the 
mode adopted in making tlie remittances, and so 
crediiable to the business habits and punctuality of 
those by whom | have been assisted, and of all who 
have, in this matter, been connected with the gov- 
erninent, that L take great pleasure in mentioning 
the fact as worthy of record, that we are not ac- 
quainted with one instance of failure or loss; but, 


on the coutrary, we have acknowledgments of the re- | 


ceipt of every remiilance, excepl thre, which involve 

an agzregate amount of only $515 60, and for these 

we may reasonably expect receipts in good time. 
I have the honor to be, &c 

Jno. CAMPBELL, Treas’r U. S, 


Fo the hon, Speaker of the house of reps. | 
soon be aliayed 





STEAMBOAT ACCIDENT. Irom the Natchez Courier. 
Before we had tine to know the full extent of the 
calausitous destruction of life and property by the 
explosion of the General Brown, it becomes our 
painfal lot to record anotner melancholy event 
which we believe no less destructive—an explosion 
on board the steamer Augusta. 

The following is a hastily gathered collection of 
details from an authentic source: 

The Angusta left this port yesterday evening for 
Vicksburg with the ship Jeannette intow. Before 
she had proceeded many miles, the ship got aground, 
when the Augusta left- her and made her way to a 
wood-pile. At one place she supplied herself with 
four or five cords of wood, and was making for ano- 
ther, when the pilot, seeing some floating timber 
ahead, rung the bell to stop the engine. The en- 
gine was stopped until the float passed, and the pi- 
lot again rung as the signal to go ahead. ‘Che en 

jneer here discovered that the engine was at the 
flead point, and he immediately ran back to turn 
the bar, but, befure he had time to return, the dread. 
fu explosion took place. 

The Augusta 1s one of the most frightful frag 
ments of destruction we have ever seen. The 
boilers and whole machinery are rent into trifline 
pieces; the social hall and its appurtenances ar. 
shattered into atoms, and nearly the entire main 
cabin is swept away, a very small portion, of it. 
next to the ladies’ cabin, being all that is left, and 
that in-such a split up condition as to tell us plainly 
the dreadful extent of the explosion. 

The names of most of the passengers dead and 
missing are not yet known; the Auznsta was, howe 
ver, not very fullof passengers. With our presen 
information, we forbear mentioning the names o 
some who are thought to be on board; but, on the 


Hail Columbia, we foufid there were five persons 
om board dead, and their bodies wofully mutilated, 
ind filteen persons moré or less wounded, of whom 
the medical gentleman whom we consulted thinks 
that not more than three or four wilk recover; some 
are expected to die in the course of to-day. 

The captain is missing, and the clerk dead. 

Twenty-eight deck hands and firemen were on 
board, and when they called: them tegether ‘some 
ee after the explosion, only eight could be mus- 
tered. 

The pilct at. the wheel (with his pilot-box) was 
blown upwards f filty feet, and contrived to get 
ashore by using one side of the pilot-box. The 
bodies of those dead and wounded are much disco- 
lored and disfigured, presenting a heart-rending 
spectacle, ‘There were no ladies on board. 

Natchez, Dec. 4, 1838. 

Mr. STEvENSoN AND Mr. O’ConneEty. The 
Richmond Compiler of Monday contains the fol- 
lowing letter, copied from the * London Mail” of 
October 30, which we have not before met with: 

Lo the editor of the Evening Mail. 

Str: I did not see until my return from Scotland 
the note addressed by Mr. O’CONNELL some weeks 
azo to the editor of the Chronicle, purporting to give 
an explanation of the correspondence which had 
passed between us, and which I deemed it proper to 
make public. I do not intend to be drawn into any 
discussion of the subject of domestic slavery as it 
exists in the United States, nor to give any explana- 
tion of the motives or circumstances under which I 
have acted. 

Disposed to regard Mr. O’Connell as a man of 
honor, 1 was induced to take the course I did; 
Whether justifiable or not, the world will now de- 
cide. The toue and purport of his last note (in 
which he disavows responsibility for any thing he 
)inay say) precludes any other notice from me than 
to say that the charge which he has thought proper 
again to repeat, of iny being a breeder of siaves for 
| Sale and traffic, is wholly destitute of truth; and that 
| lam warranted in believing it has been made by him 
| without the slightest authority. Such, too, 1 ven- 
ture to say, is the case in relation to his charge of 
slave-breeding in Virginia. 

I make this declaration, not because I admit Mr. 
O’Conneli’s right to call for it, but to prevent my si- 
lence from being misinterpreted. - . 

A. STEVENSON. 





23 Portland Place, Oct. 29. 








| Braztr. We havereceived by the Ann Smith, 
| captain Crawford, from. Rio Janeiro, the Jornal do 
| Commercio, published in that city, to the 22d Octo- 
ber last. On the 20th of that month, the regent 
opened the sessions of the general legislative assem- 
bly with a speech, in which he congratulates that 
body on the good health which the emperor enjoyed, 
on the suppr ssion of the insurrection in Para, and 
expreses a hope that the troubles in Rio Grande will 


The French corvette Dordogne, had arrived at 
Rio from Brest, having on board M. Buchet de Mar- 
tigny, appointed consul general to the Argentine re- 
public. This gentleman, it is added, had resided at 
Buenos Ayres, and it was hoped would be able to 
bring to an amicable termination, the difficulties ex- 
isting between Bue»os Ayres and France. 

[ Cour. and Enq. 


Mexico. We find in the Courter and Enquirer, 

a copy of the treaty concluded between the French 

admiral, commanding the squadron which bombard- 

ed and took possession of the castle of San Juan de 

Ulloa, and the Mexican officer commanding the 
troops in the city of Vera Cruz. 
TRANSLATION, 


Treaty between his excellency vice-admiral Chas. 
Baudin, and his excellency general Don Manuel 
Rincon. 

Article Ist. The city of Vera Cruz will retain but 
i garrison of one thousand men, all above that num- 
ber will leave within two days, and not approach 
within ten leagues. Gen. Rincon will retain his au- 
‘bority in the city, and binds himself in honor, that 
ie garrison will not exceed the limited nuinber of 
me thousand men, until the differences between 
*rance and Mexico have been completely adjusted. 

2. As soon as the present treaty is signed by both 
varties, the port of Vera Cruz will be open to all 
lags, and the blockade will be suspended for eight 
nouths, expecting that an amicable arrangement 
vill take place between France and Mexico. 

34. ‘The commander of the city of Vera Cruz will 
trictly observe that no difficulty is placed in the way 
if the French troops occupying the fort of St. Juan 
te Ulloa providing themselves with fresh provisions 





4th. Vice admiral Badin, binds himself 15 car 
the evacuation’ of the fort of St. Juan de Ulloa be 
the French troops, and return it to the governing 
of the republic, together with the utensils of War y 
ceived, with thew corresponding inventories : 
as the actual diflerences with France are sett\eq 

5th. The Freneh citizens who, in consequence of 
{hostility had been obliged to leave Vera Cruz, will 

have full liberty-to-retarn there ; their persons and 
'property shall be respected, and any damage their 
property may have sustained during their absene, 
shall be repaired by a competent indemnification o, 
the part of the population and the Mexican autho;;, 
ties: the indemuities. due the French citizens yj) 
be arranged according to the decisions of the tripy. 
nals of the republic. * 

The present treaty is made by duplicate, one j, 
French for admiral Baudin, the other in Spanish for 
general Don Manuel Rincon ; and after having bee, 
read by the contracting parties, was signed on board 
his majesty’s frigate Neriede 

(Signed) C. Baunrn, 
_ M. Rincon, 
Vera Cruz, Nov. 28, 1838. 





LETTER FROM MR. STANLY. 


Fiom tie Nattonal Inteliigencer. 
Washington, Dec. 14, 1838. 


Messrs. Gales § Seaton: In the Intelligencer of 
this morning I find the following report: 

‘Mr. Slade introduced the following resolutions: 

“Whereas there exists, and is curried on between 
the ports in the District of Columbia and othe; 
ports of the United States, and under the sanction 
of the laws thereof, a trade in human beings, where. 
by thousands of them are annually sold and trans. 

ported from said District to distant parts of the 
| country, in vessels belonging to citizens of the 
United States; and whereas such trade involves ap 
outrageous violation of huiman rights, is a disgrace 
to the country by whose laws it is sanctioned, 
jand calls for the iusmediate interposition of legisla. 
tive authority for its suppression: 

“Therefore, to the end that all obstacles to the 

consideration of this subject may be removed, aud 
/a remedy for the evil speedily provided, 
* Resolved, That so much of the fifth of the resolutions 
on the subject of slavery, passed by this house on the 11th 
and 12th of the present month, as relates to ‘the remvv- 
al of slaves from state to state, and prohibits the action 
of this house on “every petition, memorial, resolution, 
proposition, or paper, touching’ the same, be, and here- 
by 1s, rescinded.” 

Alter which, it is reported that “Mr. Dawson cal- 
‘led for the reading of the resolution; which having 
been again read, Mr. Stanly said he wished to in- 
troduce an amendment. The chair.said it was not 
now in order, the resolution not yet being in the 
possession of the house.” 

When Mr. Slade’s resolutions were read, and I 
heard the words ‘‘outrageous violation of human 
rights”? and “disgraceful”? applied, as I thought, to 
the slaveholding states, and to North Carolina as 
one of them,1 could not repress the indignation I 
felt at such language. It was under the influence 
of this excitement that I wished to “introduce an 
amendment,’’ when the ‘‘chair said it was not now 
in order.” 
The amendment I wished to introduce was in the 
words following: 
“Resclved, 'Vhat said resolution is disrespectful in its 
language, and outrageously insulting to the representa- 
tives of the slaveliolding states; that it is calculated to 
provoke and irritate the members from said states; and 
that the consideration of said resolution would be an 
‘outrageous violation’ of the respect due to the slave- 
holding states, and would necessarily tend to weaken 
the bonds of our union. 
“Resolved, That said resolution is ‘disgraceful’ to the 
member who presents it, as it evinces a total disregard 
of the feelings of the representatives of the slaveholding 
states of this union, and dves not deserve to be consider: 
ed by the house.” 
But the rules of order, different at different times, 
prevented me from introducing this amendment, 
and I do not now regret it, as the resolution was not 
considered by the house, and as I have been since 
satisfied that, though the language sounded harshly 
to the ears of a representative from the south, no- 
thing offensive was intended, and-I write this note 
now, that my constituents may be: informed what 
my amendment was; waiting for an hour of Jeisure, 
when I will inform thein wore fally why it was that 
I did not vote upon the resolutions recently offered 
by a member from New Hampshire. 
I have good reasons for refusing to join in the 
miserable farce which has been played by the in- 
struments of party in the house of representatives 
during Tuesday and Wednesday last. 
Oblige me by publishing this note. 

--« Very respectfully, yours, . . 

oo se EDWA STANLY. 
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oa From the Nattonal Gazette of Dec. 13. 


LETTER FROM NICHOLAS BIDDLE, Esq 
_TO THE HON. J. Q. ADAMS. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 10, 1833. 

My Dear Srr: The general resumption of spe- 
cie payments presents a fit occasion to close our 
correspondence with an explanation of the course of 
the Bank of the United States in regard to that 
gudject. This shall be done briefly and finally : 

On the 10th of May, 1837, the banks of New York 
suspended specie payments, and their example was 
jmmediately and necessarily followed by the other 
baaks in the United States. The country was thus 

laced in asituation of extreme difficulty, from which 

it could be extricated only by instant and vigorous 
measures for its protection. The dangers were— 
tie total prostration of its credit and character 
aoroaa— the depreciation in prices of all its public 
securities and its staple productions—and, last and 
worst, thgt the defensive remedy of suspension might 
be protracted uatil it became itself a disease. It 
was manifest, too, that the calamity had outgrown 
the capacily of mere politicians—that the country 
must take care of itself, and rely only upon itself; 
and as, in times of peril, the voice of the humblest 
citizen may soinetimes be heard above the tumult, 
my own personal position seemed to justify the as- 
sumption of instant and deep responsibility. Ac- 
cordingly, at the very moment when this national 
misfortune occurred, immediate measures were 
adopted to mitigate and to repairit. Of these in 
their order—- 





I. Aware that the first intelligence of the suspen- 
sion would dezrad2 the character of the country, and | 
sabject us to the reproach of bad faith and insolven- | 
cy, [addressed to you a published letter, which went 
to Europe at the same time with the’ news of the 
suspension, in which I ventured to pledge myself 
for the fidelity of our countrymen. In that letter, of 
the 13th of May, 1337, I said: «In the meantime 
two great duties devolve on the bank and the coun- 
try. The first rezards foreign nations; the second | 
our own. Weowea debt to foreigners by no means 
large tor our resources, but disproportioned to our 
present m2an3 of payment. We must take care that | 
this late measure shall not seem to be an effort to 
avoid the payment of our honest debts tothem. We 
have worn, and eaten, and drunk the produce of 
their industry—too much of all perhaps—but that 
is our fault, not theirs. We may take less hereafter, 
but the country is dishonored unless we discharge 
that dedt to the uttermost farthing.” : 

For this purpose—the early and total discharge of! 
our debt to foreigners—the whole power of the 
Bank of the United States was devoted. In such 
a crisis it was evident that if resort was had to) 
rigid curtailments, the ability to pay would be pro- 
portionately diminished ; while the only true sys- 
ten was to keep the country as much at ease as 
consisted with its safety, so as to enable the debt- 
ors to collect their resources for the discharge of 
their debts. For the same purpose the bank, though 
entirely out of its course of business, and in some 
degree of collision with its own exclusive interests, 
assumed an active agency in collecting the debts 
of the Bank of England, gave every facility for the 
recovery of all debts, and stimulated our country- 
nen to this duty by earnest and constant appeals 
to their honor and their true interest. With what 
a generous emulation that appeal was answered 
you well know; for it touched a chord which lies | 
deep in all American hearts. If the universal dis- 
tress which pervaded the co:nnunity could not be 
witnessed without a painful sympathy, its melan- 
choly was redeemed by the high and manly spirit 
which it roused thronzhout the country. For never 
on its most glorious field: of battle was there dis- 
played a more lofty sentiment of honor and cour- 
age than was then exhibited. The honest payment 
of debt—the honely duty of private life—was ele- 
vated by its universality into a sentiment of national 
honor, as the whole country in mass pressed for- 
ward to its perforniance, as to soine sacred and pa- 
triotic obligation. Whatever could be paid was 
paid instantly and cheerfully; what it was impossi- 
ble to pay at once was secured with ample interest 
for the delay, with an utter abandonment of mere 
selfishness, and a disregard of any pecuniary sacri- 
fice necessary to fulfil their engazements. Ac- 
cordingly, the manner in which the United States 
have settled their immense commercial debt to En- 
rope ig a lasting monument of their integrity. No 
country could have better performed its duty. 

sven in the calinest moments of prosperity such a 
settlement could scarcely be imagined as was ac- 
complished atnidst the general wreck and corifn- 
sion of all its great interests with which the coun- 
try was afflicted. The consequence is, that the 
general credit of the country never stood higher 





than at this moment; for it has now earned a dis 


tinction entirely exclusive and characteristic—that 
while the government of the United States is the 
only government on earth that has ever paid to the 
last cent its national debt, the people of the Uni- 
ted States have discharged their private engage- 
ments with an unexampied fidelity. A civil glory 
‘his, worth a thousand victories. 

In the midst of these troubles the character of our 
institutions was threatened by a combination of politi- 
cians in Pennsylvania, who endeavored to establish, as 
the basis of American legislation, that a charter or 
other engagement made by any state legislature was 
liable to be annulled by any subsequent legislature— 
and still more effectually py any political meeting 
called a convention—which is only another form of 
extraordinary legislation; and an attempt was an- 
nounced to carry that dogma into effect at 2. conven- 
tion then approaching. The assertion of such a 
rigiit by the state governinent to annulall its engage- 
ments to foreigners, put forth at a moment when the 
country was laboring under a temporary inability to 
pay its debts, was calcuiated to destroy all confi- 
dence in the integrity of our American institutions, 
and I therefore said to you in my letter—*This must 
not be. It must be decided whether this Pennsyl- 
nia of ours is a virtuous community. or a mere so- 
ciety of plunderers. Nor will the honor of the 
state be relieved, either at home or abroad, from the 
stain which a few sinall politicians wish to fix upon 
her, until the convention adopts some solemn decla- 
ration that there is no power in this nation capable 
of violating the sacred engagements of the state 
authorities. That should be done; and if any ef- 
forts of mine may avail, that shall be done, for the 
honor ot this state, for the character of her sister 
states, and for the stability of our popular institu- 
tions. 


Accordingly, when the convention met, one of its | 


most decided acts was the following resolution, 
passed on the 21st of November, 1337: 


“Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention, 


that a charter duiy granted under an act of assembly | 


toa bank or other private corporation is, when ac- 
cepted, a contract with the parties to whom the grant 
is made. Andif such charter be unduly granted or 
subsequently misused, it may be avoided by the judg- 
ment of a court of justice in due course of law, and 
not otherwise, unless in purstance of & power ex- 
pressly reserved in the charter.” 

The obligation of the state legislature to fulfil all 
their engagements made with foreigners, and the 
anxiety of individuals to pay their foreign debts, 


being thus established, the next care was to enable | 
| poth to co:nply with their contracts at as little sacri- 


fice as possible. It was due to foreigners that every 
debt shonld be paid; it was due to ourselves to inake 
the most of our resouwces in the settlement. Now 
these resources consisted mainly in the public se- 
curities, and the staple productions of the country. 
The shock of suspension would of course sink both 
to the lowest point of depression, and it seemed ex- 
pedient to save them from sacrifice by two measures 
applicable to each. 

There can scarcely be any form of security more 
safe than the pecuniary engagements of the states. 
They have a most Inxuriant soil, valuable products, 
infinite natural advantages, untiring industry in de- 
veloping them. They have every thing but money; 
and for that they are able to pay, and willing to pay, 
tnuch more than the less productive industry of Eu- 
rope can afford to pay. Their loans, too, instead of 
being wasted in wars or extravagance, go to the di- 
rect improvement of the borrowing states; so that 
there can be no better application of the means of 
any European capitalist than to double his income 
by American investments. Yet all these require 
knowledge, local information, the means of exciting 
confidence; and it was thought most expedient to 
establish an American agency in London, as the 
com:non centre and the general support ofall Ameri- 
can securities, where, in addition to the appropriate 
business of the bank itself, all the public and corpo 
rate stocks of the states might fiad shelter and pro- 
tection. 

In like manner the derangement of the currency 
placed the staples of the south entirely at the mer- 
cy of the foreign purchaser, who could have dicta- 
ted the terins of sale to the prostrated planter. [. 
was thought proper to avert that evil by employing 
a large portion of the capital of the bank in making 
advances on southern produce, This had two ef. 
fects. The first was, to provide remittances to pay 
its own bonds in Paster. issued to New York mer- 
chants in their extreme distress; for, as the bank 
could not of course purchase these staples, it mad: 
advances upon them in the south, receiving in ex: 
change bills on Europe. The second effect was, to 
introduce into the market a new competition, an’ 
thus prevent the unconiitional subjection of th 
planter to the foreign purchaser. These advance 
were made—not, as in past years, on the mere pér- 


} sonal Security of the merchanis, whieh the coufu 
sion of all private credit would have rendered to 
hazardous—but on the actual shipinent of the pro- 
duce to an American house in England, willing and 
able to protect American property from the reekless 
waste with which it has been too often thrown into 
the market, with an entire disregard of all American 
interests. The combination of these causes—the 
application of capital on this side,-and the prudent 
reserve on the other—has saved to the planting ir. 
terest an amount which it is difficult to estimate be. 
low ten or fifteen millions of dollars. I believe, too, 
that nearly one-half of the commercial debt of this 
country to Europe has been paid by the mere differ- 
ence between the actual sales of the securities and 
staples, and the prices they would have realized had 
they been thrown unprotected into the hands of Eu- 
ropeans. These measures were essentially of a 
temporary nature; they were measures of emergen- 
cy, adopted in the midst of a public calamity, and to 
be discontinued with the necessity which caused 
them. As soon, therefore, as the capital and indus- 
try of the country had time to subside into their ac- 
customed channels, these operations were relin- 
quished, and now they have totally and finally 

ceased. 

II. During these movements, it became impor- 
tant to understand distinetly the course of the go- 
vernment. In my letter to you of the 6th of April 
last, I stated my ‘‘conviction that there could be no 
safe or permanent resumption of specie payments 
by the banks until the policy of the government to- 
wards them was changed.”? This change was soon 
and happily made. On the 30th of May, the specie 
circular, requiring payments in coin in the land ofli- 
ces, was repealed by congress. On the 25th of June, 
the bill called the sub-treasury, requiring coin in all 
payinents to the government, was negatived. In the 
month of July, the goverhment agreed to receive an 
anticipated payment of the bonds of the bank to the 
amount of between four and five millions of dollars 
in a credit to the treasurer on the books of the bank, 








‘and arrangements were made foe the more distant 
public disbursements in the notes of the bank. 
These arrangements, as honorable to the executive 
officers as they were beneficial to the public ser- 
vice, brought the government into efficient co-ope- 
| ration for the re-establishment of the currency, and 
opened the way to a resumption of specie payments 
That resumption accordingly took place through- 
out the middle states on the 13th of August, and 
‘in many of the southern and wesfern states soon 
after. 

III. It remained only to aid some of the south’ 
| western states*for the same object ‘Their activity 
'in extending their public and private i:nprove- 
ments had made them debtor states, and deprecia- 
‘ted their currency by its excess. But they had 
‘abundant resources and perfect willingness to pay; 
'and all that was needed seemed to be a longer pe- 
riod to recruit their exhausted means, so as to de 
rive from the approaching crops, by a short anti- 
cipation, ability to meet their engagements The 
Bank of the United States has used its utmost en- 
deavors for that purpose, by making advances to 
the amount of many millions to the banks in those 
states; all of whom will, it is presumed, by the 
inonth of January, resume specie payments, and 
thus complete the circle of resumption throughout 
the whole Union - 

And now, upon reviewing the events which fol« 
lowed the suspension, it is a source of great grati- 
fication to see that all that it was designed to de 
has been done. : 

It was proposed to nrotect the character of the 
country from the first shock of the suspension—to 
effect the honorable discharge of our foreign debt 
with the least sacrifice of the property of the debt- 
ors—to vindicate the good faith of the state legis- 
latures—to discourage all premature attempts to 
resumme—but, by a cautious delay for those states 
which were less prepared, accomplish an universal 
resumption. All these are done, and the troubles 
of the country have happily ceased. : 

Of the future it is difficdlt to speak; but, in that 
future, the Bank of the United States will no longér 
oceupy its past position. The Bank of the United 
States had ceased to be a national institution in 
1836, and was preparing to occupy its new place as 
a state bank, when the troubles of 1837 forced it in 
some degree back into its old position, and it then 
devoted all its power to assist in carrying the coun- 
try unhort through its recent troubles. Having 

lone this, its extraordinary daties ceased. For the 
future, it abdicates this involuntary power. It has 
10 longer any responsibility to the union. It has 
10 longer any controversies with the government 
of tke Union. It now desires only repose, and it 
vill take its rank hereafter, as a simple state insti. 
ution, devoted exclusively to its own special con 

cerns. 
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I rejuice, too, tial this new position of the bank 
absvives me Lom mony cares and duties. In the 
general contusion of public aiiairs during the last 
two years, ii hus been my iol to be more prominent 
thau my own iuclination prompted, and olten to 
assuine a staitun which woud have better fitted 
Others, But public calamities justily the apparent 
fo. wardness iuey require, aS gieat dangers are best 
met by defying them. My task is now ended, and 
1 glad.y withdraw from these respousibiilies, car- 
ry lag with ane the ouly satisfaction 1 ever so ght 
In them—the consciousness of Laying done my Qu- 
ly to the country as a good citizen. 

With great regard, yours, &e. 
N. BIDDLE. 

To the hon. J. Q. Adams, Washington. 


REPORT OF (Hw Skukw LARY OF WAR. 
. War depariment, November 28, 1333. 


Str: [ have the honor to submit to you the fol- 
lowiig report Upon the several branches of the pub- 
lic serv.ce coulited to the superiniendence of the 
war depaitinent, 

‘Tae provi-ious of congress for the increase and 





organization of the army have been carried ito! ¢ 
on y y | States, be defended by a sinall army such as ous. 


ex cuil@., as iar as the Leoited tiine since the pas- 
éag? of the act, and the circumstances of the coun- 
try, would pevinit, The eighth regiment of iniau- 
ty, authorzed by law, has been raised, officered, 
aad eguipped tor the field, as have lour additional 
companics of artillery. The siaii of the army 
has been completed in every departinent, according 
to the tutentiois of congress, and wiil torin the inost 
eflicient brancu of the service. In execution of the 
law of March 2, 1323, which says *That each regi- 
ment of artiilery shall consist of Otie colonel, one 
Lieutenant colonel, one major, one sergeant major, 
Ove Quarier-imaster sergeanl, and mne companies, 
one ui whch snail be designated and equipped as 
ligt artiilery,” L bave caused one company of ar- 
tiuery to be mounted, and armed with their appro 
priate arms. Lis very desirable that the intentous 
of tuis provision of the law, which have been so 
log postponed, sould be carried into eiiect without 
further delay; and L would recommend that this 
description ot force, so important in ihe composition 
of an aruy, aad so efficient in the field, be increased 


oby separaiag (Wo Companies froin each regiment ot 


artillery, aud forming with thein two batialons of 
hunt actiilery, one to be stationed in the western, and 
the other in the eastern division of the army. 

‘Tne only additional increase of the amy attend- 
ing this arrangement, whieh is calculated to add 
very considerably to effective strength, will be that 
of the field officers of the battalions. 

The army has been actively and usefully employed, 
as will be seen from the report of the commanding 
general, partiy on the southwestern and northera 
fro atier, aud par ly in the Cherokee country. With 
a view to render it more efficient, I would recom- 
men) that the places and manner of quartering and 
stationing the troops in tine Of peace be changed. 
Scattered in sinall detachinents aud distant posts, il 
wouli be uupracticable to unite any part of it in 
suificient slvength to make an etiective re-istance 
UpoM any One poral of either frontier; and equally so 
tu iapart to thea that discipline and skill in military 
inang@uvres which they will have to practise in tune 
of war, and whieh wil enable them to meet an ene- 
my mthe field on equal terns. The object of our 
fortresses is to defend our harbors, and to arrest the 
first progress of an enemy's arins; and this may bi 
eifeected by sinali garrisons of regular troops, aided 
by a well trained aulitia, Qur iilitia, covered by 
works an! fortdications, have proved themselves. 
fro. their de xierty in fiting, tobe superior to the 
best European oops, but it cannot stand agains: 
thei in ite field, fiom its want of instructions an: 
military Organization, Tl, therefore, ‘he army is te 
reaain siiul upin the fortresses, and militia to be 
depended upoo to wach to their refiel, in case o 
invasion, We fal to avail ourselves of the advanta 
ges that may be derived froin the dilferent qualities 
of these troops. In the present siaie of the art o 
war, ve fortress is opr gable, and each in its tur 
would be fore d to yield, if attacked, unless ther. 
was an aruy ready to march io Us celiet; for th 
matiia, althougis perfeetly competent to defend the 
forts, wo |! be toucd incapable of contending wit! 
disciplined troops iu the fi id, or Of storming an in 
frenched camp. My object would be. theretore, -. 
to siation the troops, that they should form a centr 
arouad whieh the militia may raly, and the com 
bin-d torees march to tne relief of a y point th 
may be weiaced or attacked. The points which aj 
ear to me Dest calculated for such stations as ar 
wid wil.cated, ave, in the state of New York, o: 
Lake Cihampiaig, whenee troops may be move: 
with Jecility iowarss the north ru or eastern fion 
ici, aud tv prowct the seaboard, Ju Pennsylvania, 


| 





at Carlisle, where exist already good barracks, en 
liom whenee trooys way be movea rapidiy Upon eny 
point of the coust north of the Chesapeake. Ln the 
state of South Carolina or Georgia, vot tar imi the 
head walerscef the Savannah river, a commanding 
position may be ocenpicd, tiem whence troop: 
might be transported lo any point between the 
Chesapeake and Fiovida, with neaily equal expedi 
tion. ‘The fourth station 1 wouid recommend is 
Jenerson. barracks, a central post as regards the 
south-western frontier, Louisiana, and all the west 
ern states; presenting extensive lines of Water com- 
uinnication, Which pieatly taciltaie the movements 
of oops upon any pon.t of the western division 
These stalious, supped with a competent regtda 
feree, and, Wheu the oceasion requires it, augmente 
by the hardy militia collected from the ner bborirg 
states, Would be able to contend suecessiuily with 
any force that could be sent against this countiy. 
Whilst sineli garrisons of reguiars, aided by the 
volunteers and miitia of the maritime and inland 
fron iers, might oceupy the forts and defend theu 
until the corps darmee nearest the pot attacked 
could mareh to their relief. In no other way can an 
extensive line of frontier, like that of the Luitea 


To cany this measure ino efiect, 1 wilt be neces- 
sary toask of congress an appropriation tor the pur- 
pose of erecting and extending the accommodations 
lor the troops at the points indicated, 


The sparse population of the western frontier, and 
the number, character, aid proximity of the enemy 
we have to guard against in that quarter, will re- 
quire that the garrisons of the several posts stould 
be stronger than on the maritime or northern and 
eastern frontiers; and it is re spectfully recommended 
that the measures proposed by the department tor 
the defence of that trontier the las! year should be 
persisted in. It is to be regretted that those 
Ineasures Were not sanctioned by congress at its last 
session, The law of the 2d July, 1836, is in  pro- 
gress of exccution, and every exertion bas been 
made to meet the wishes of the framers of it. The 
survey of the whole line of road has been made, and 


- ~- ———— 
necessary nuuber Ob k borers, it baving been sound 
by experkice iLat the copslaut employment ot sol. 
dies in the cultivetion of the soil ds mec piuble 
with discipline cr the acqtasition of mikitery shill, 
Trey may, bewerves, be bp cee very usefull paitiey. 
iar Seasons OF the peat, Wiihcut any detuiment to the 
service. 

| Lave seen noreason tochange My Views as to 
ihe proper Oiabization of a mthtia or volunteer 
joice, lu Serve as auxiliaries to the system 410) oseq 
tor the defence of the maritine and inland teutiers, 
lt wouid, dcubticss, Le desirable to adopt seme uy,j- 
iii sysiein Of organ zation, Which would rerder 
ehective the whole militia of the United States: but 
ho pian kas yet been suegesied than can be cand 
nly efiect Uacugbout ihe whole of our Extensive 
country. That which appears to present the greatest 
advantages, and las Lech hequently pressed uy on 
the attention of congress by my predecessors in of 
fice, ay pears lo me iv be on by epplicable to the thick. 
iy settled portions of Our country, tor if it were at. 
tempted to divide the moalitia into classes in scine 
parts of Oursouthern country and en our borders, 
Where thei seiviers are mest likely to be required, 
it would be found difficult to assemble a single com. 
pany of the junior ciass within a space oi One hun. 
Greg miles. Liasto be teared that the whele vp ilitia 
of the United States wili be found too unwieldy a 
boy to be successfully organized at once by any 
plan that can be devised; and tor some time to cone, 
it had betters be left to the d.rection of the several 
staies, adoptng only aunlionn annament and uri 
fori driil, until a system be mtroduced on the tien- 
tiers, Which may be gradually extended over the 
whole coumiy. A commencement may be made by 
enroLing 20,000 wen, taken from among the mbabi. 
fants and setilers of the frontier and the county 
around the permanent stations in the interior, Six 
consecutive days in the year would be sufficient for 
their drsli, provided the coinmissioned and nou-com- 
missioned ofiicers be assen.bied tor instruction at tlie 
nearest military post forthe term ef thirty days in 
the year During the time the privates and ¢ flicers 
are inservice, they shoula receive the pay and ra- 





part of it put under contract. I shonld not, how- 
ever, discharge tiny duty as the officer ct arged with 
this brarch of the public service, if I refrain d from 
reitera ng my opinion, that the play proposed by 


out to its fnil extent, would produce tmmediate Los- 
tilities with the Indian tiibes on that frontier. So 
confident am IT that the withdrawal of the garrison 
from Fort Gibson would be te signal of an outbreak 
on the part of the Indians, that 1 have ventured to 
suspend the execution of that part of the Jaw. until 
an opportunity could be given to congress to recon- 
sider that order: and would respectfully suggest that 
the position of the posts, the direction of the lines of 
communicat.on, and ail the details reiating to the 
defences of the frontier, sbould be leit to that depart- 
ment of the govermuent which is responsible for the 
peace and detence of the country. 1 will brietly re- 
capitulate the plan of defence preposed by me, in 
order io bling it again to the novice of congress, 
with an expression of my conviction that, if addpted, 
if will prove eflectual for the protection of the set- 
tlements on that frontier, and will Impose such a 
restraint upon the Indians as to keep them quiet and 
peaceabiv, as wellas eneble the authoritics of the 
United 8 ates fully to couply with their treaty stipu- 
iations with those tribes, and piotect them agaist 
intrusion from the whites. 


I propose that the existing fortresses within the 
[ndian territory should be ealarged and strengthened, 
and ovhers erected at the Hlinois river, near the hine 
Af the state of Arkansas; at Table Creek, near the 
Missouri river, below the Plattes and at the upper 
orks of the Des Moines: these stations to be con- 
nected by good roads, perpendicuiar to “the line of 
defene®, and connecting it with an interior line ot 
posts to be established at convenient points, to serve 
is places of teiuge forthe inhabitanis in periods of 
ilar or danger, where they could remain in safety 
instil relieved by the regular treops. This, with some 
ulditional depots of arms at points judiciously se- 
weted, and a good organization of the neigh boring 
nil tia, would tarnish ample security and protectio: 
‘o tne bercering states. The works on the exterio. : 
ine, especially, should be built of permanent mate 
vals, and in a manver to insure the health and com- 
lort of the soldier, and to be defended by a small 
Arrison, 

Inorder to maintain these remote posts at the 
vas! possible expense, as well as to secure perma. 
(At reasonal ly supplies, I would recommend that ; 
rin be attached to each of them, to be worked by ; 

ven numberof laborers under a compete nt super 
tendent. with the assistance of the soldi-rs at seec. 

« ard harvest. For ths purpose i! will be neces. 





that law wouid vot ony be inc flieient, but, i carried | 


lions of soldiers eid ¢flicers of the army O1 the sate 
grade respectively, ‘Ehese forces would not be 
Withdrawn fiom the states where they are raised, 
and may be calicd into service by the governois, 
upou the requisition of the president. In this mai. 
ner would be formed a weil cisely ned body of ui- 
litia, Capable of actiog as an auxiliary force both to 
the reguiars stationed im the four poinis above derig- 
nated, and to le ganisons stationed in the maritine 
and fioutier loriresses, aid a system Commenced, 
Which, if it work well, may gradually be eatended 
so as to embiace the Wloie militia of the United 
| States. 

| A considerable portion of the troops have been 
employed ia biciica under that indefatigable and 
zealous officer, general Taylor, Engaged in a 
harassing service during the sickly season of that 
unhealthy clinate, they have displayed a spuil of 
enduring covlmge, ila a perseverance highly cre- 
ditable to the Au.erican seidier. ‘The theate of 
this war in a countiy of dense ferests, swin ps, 
and worasses; the enemy active, subtle. ciuel, and 
invincible; and the mede of warfare one of pur- 
suit, by foilowing the flack of an unseen for. It 
is; in short, a contest entirely devoid of all the in- 
centives Which usuaily repay the soldier for the 
toils, privations, and dangers to which his duiy ex- 
poses him. Bul the government bas no eherna- 
tive. The Indians must be expelled trom ] kc rida, 
and the army will wake any sacrifice that is re- 
quired to protect the intabitants of that teritery 
trom these ruthless savages, and to mainiam tb- 
tarnished the henor ot their arms. Duaing the 
past summer, pre filing by the urhealthiness of the 
season, the Jidisns meae several incursioys into 
the settlesents. Committing the most crue) mtr 
ders, and, as is usual with them, sparing neither 
agewors:x ‘They attecked the light Louscs, and 
nurdered the crews of the vessels which were ule 
fortunately driver on ghore and wrecked on that 
dangerous coast. The neesssary protection due 
by the government to the cou. merce of the country 
ard to the citizens of Ficrtida demands that the 
ulmost ex: rlions be sade to drive these n.erciless 
peavages fiom a ccuntiy wl ich they .bave so cinelly 
affiicted. No pains will be spared to ehect this 
object; but it docs not appear that the means hither- 
to adopted are calculated to do s0,. A vigorous 
efioit was made the last year with a torn.idable 
force of regular troops and mounted volunteers. 
Every schene wes tied thata skillul and vigilant 
commander could devise, and that brave and active 
<o diers cculd execute, The morasses were tra- 
veg: d, the forests and suamps penetra‘ed m every 
direction; the Indians beaten whenever ov: rtaken, 
and many of them forced to surrender, who were 
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as the sickly season set in, st was found that socne 
of these savages had eluded the vizilance of our 
troops, yained their rear, aid penetrated into the 
heart of the settlements, where their presence was 
first discovered by the murders they con nitted, 
and the barbarous cruelties they perpetrated spon 
the asel and helpless. They were enabled to 
efect taeir bloody purposes oniv by the unsettled 
state of tie country throazh whien they passed. 
When this war first broke oat, the [adiaus destroy- 
ed all the frontier settle nenis, and the tahabitants 
beyoad the:n in the interior abandoned their 
ho.acs, aul were either received into the service, | 
or supported at the exp+ns: of the govern nent, 

A valtadle and fertile portion of the territory be- 

can2 a willeroess, throng. which the indians 

wai lered like wild deasts seekins th-ir pray. Had 

these people been co npelled to reniia, to picket 

their Noises, to arm the ns-lves and for uo associa- 

tions fur the matual protection of their: firesides, 

we should save been spared the recital of Loadian 

marders and devastations. Tais is what is now 

propgied to be done, General Taylor has been 

directed to invite the settlers to their hones; to 

receive them, when there, into the service; to 

cause thea to surronud their houses with stout 

pickets; to organize thein into batalions for mau- 

tual defenee; a part of the a to be kent under arms, 

wile others are enoloyed in cultivating their 
farias. No doubt this arranzenent will aid in 

protecting the country fron the inrotds of the sa- 

vayes; bat the faruns which will be so occupied 

will be too sparse to form an inpenetrable barrier 
to the Lndians; and it is respectfully reco:n mended 

that a portion of land, selected by the officers of 
yovera nent, should be graated to such settlers as 

will bial themselves to settle on it, and to culti- 

vate and defend it andor such regulations as shall 

be nade by the executive. 

That portion of the ar:ny employed in the very | 
important and delicat: op -ration of removing the 
Cierok’es, has acted throu rhont with the activity 
ant zeal which distinzuish=d this braneh of the 
public service. The generous and entlishtened 
policy evinced inthe measures adopted by con sress | 
towards that people, during the last: session, was | 
adly and judiciously carri-d into eff-ct by the gen. | 
eral appoiuted, to conduct their removal, and his) 
orders were executed, both by the rezular troops | 
ant the volunteers, in every instance, with pro.np- 
ness ant praisewerthy hnenanity. The reluctance | 
of the Lidiaus to relinquish the land of their birth | 
iu the east, and remove to their new homes in the | 
west, was entirely overco ne by the judicious con. | 
duct of that officer, and they d «parted with alacrity | 
uader the guidance of their own chiefs. The ar 
rincemencs for this purpose, made by veneral Scott, 
In conpliance with his previous instructions, al- 
thou ch so newhat cost'y to the In! ans theinselves, | 
met the entire approbation of th + department, as it! 
was dea ned of the last ia vortanee that the Chero- 
Kkees should remove to the west voluntarily, and | 
that or their arrival at the .ylice of their ulti nate 
destination, they shoul! recur to the manner in 
which they had been treated with kind and grate- 
ful feelines. Humanity, no loss than soant poliev, 
dictate! this course towards these children of the 
forest; ant in carrying ont, in this instance, with 
an unwavering hand, the measures resolved upon 
by the govern.nent in the hop» of preserving the 
{[ndians, and of inaintaining the peace and tran- 
quillity of the whites, it will alvays be zritifying 
to refl et that this has been eif-cted, not only with- 
Out violence, but with every prop-r regird for the 
feelings and interests of that peoole. Tho anpre- 
cedeated droursht which afl-cted that part of the 
cointry during the past season co:npelled the gen- 
eral to postpone the perio | of d-pirture of the [n- 
dians uatil very lately; but since they have been on 
their mirch, the most satisfactory intellizenee has 
reached the department of their prorress, and of 
the good order with which, uider the direction of 
theirown chiefs, the parties are advancing towards 
their permanent homes. 

The peaceful ex-eution of the removal of the 
Cherok-es has been interrap'ed by the treacherous 
con tuet of a few warriors, who had fled to the monn- 
tains of North Carolina. A anall party of Indians, 
While marching under escort to the rendezvous. 
too'x alvautaze of the kindness and humanity of our 
Men, wid hal lent their Norsss to exivey their 
Ciilir2n more conveniently, ant murdered then 
while walking heediessly by their sid>. The offi- 
Cer oily escaped by the so-ed ani activity of his 
horse. A detach nent of troo>3 his been sent in 
pursuit of the murderers. an], fron the character of 
the ofiser con minding it, no doubt is entertained 
that the fa sitive Chero%ees will b2 pro nothy arrest- 
ed. This crac) and treacherois act is much te be 
lamented, and formsa stron co itrast to the orderly 
conduct of the rest of the nation. The general 





‘intended exclusively for the protection of Snilli- 


commandins there represents the Cherokees as, 


equally indignant with the whites, and anxious 
themselves to be allowed to march against their | 
countrymen and punish thea for this wanton and | 
eruel inurder, 

The govern nent, on its part, has taken every 





precautionary measure to comply fully with its | 
treaty stipulations towards these Ladiaas, and to) 
reader their new ho ne coinfortabl> and aeceptabl- 
tothem. As soon as a proper regard for thé peace 
of that poriion of the country, and the prebability 
of the successful execution of the measures of go- | 


santly at work upon the river jor several seasous 
to come. 

The detailed survey of the months of the Missis- 
sippi, referred to in the last report, is now wearly 
counpleted, and will be submitted at an early day 
tothe board of enzineers.. Their plan of ameliora. 
tion, if sanctioned by the department, will then be 
carried tito immediate execution, 

Oa the upper Mississippi, the water has been so 
high as to prevent all work. . 

By the tnerease of the corps of engineers at the 
last session of congress, the several wo: ks of the 


verninent would adinit, a part of the troops were departinent will soon be more iminediately noder 


removed to the northern frontier, and stationed by | 
the co:n‘nanding general of the army tn a inanner | 
'o aiford protection to that part of the country. 


the control of the government officers; the change 
cannot, however, take place iinmediately, as, in 


It |conformity with my views, explained in ny report 


was hoped that the good sense and respect for the | of last year, an addition of five youn, officers only 


laws which characterize the American people would | 
have rendered unnecessary any coercive measures | 
to restrain them fron taking part in the disturban- 
ces in Lower Canada. But IT regret to say that not | 
only have the citizens of the United Siates, living 
on that froutier, aided the feeble eiforta of the Cana- 
dians, which can terininate only in their misery and 
destruction, but others bordering on Upper Canaida, 
where no disposition to revolt is known to exist, 
are banded tuzether in aecret soci-ties for the ex. 
press purpos? of invading the province of a friendly 
power, which, but for this unyustifiab‘e interference. 
would remain in peace and tranquillity. The means 
used are as reprehensible as the end proposed is 
nefarious; and it is a subject of regret with this 
department that it has not at its disposal a sufficient 
number of rexular troops effectively to guard this 
extensive frontier fro:n all attempts, on the part of 
our fellow-citiz>ns, tending either to disturb the 
peace of Upper Canada, or to snecor the insurgents 
in the Lower Province—attempts which can only 
lead to the discoinfiture and death of the parties 
immediately engaved in their execution, and to the 
shame and sorrow of those who, by thoughtlessly 
encouraging these acts, have produced such fearful 
consequences. 

In compliance with the expressed wish of con- 
cress, the northern and northwestern frontiers have 
been recounoitred by two able and experienced 
officers of envineers. and the result of their obser 
vations will b> laid before congress as soon as the 
report of the proceedings is received. 





—- 


[t will be seen, from the accompanying report of 
the chief enzineer, that the delay attending the ap- 
propriations for the military and civil works under 
the superintendence of that departineat antil the 
cluse of the last session of congress, occasioned the 
temporary suspension of those works during a great 
part of the season tor efficient operations, 

By iny direction, the board of engineers proceed. 
ed to examine the works of fort D laware. The 
purchase of the ishind on which this important work 
is situated, is again earnestly recoininended to the 











attention of the government. 

The operations at fort Monroe have been com. 
meneed according to the intention of con zress, and 
will be prosecuted without interruption until the 
works are comoleted. Measures have heen taken 
to obtain the title to the land on which this fort is 
situated, and to effect the purchase of the brid ze 
connecting it with the mainland, as authorized by 
eougress,. 

Ln co apliance with the reconmendation of the 
board of ensineers, by whom an exuinination of 
fort Calhoun was made in September, 1337, th: 
mass of materials which had been heaped upon the 
foundation to produce a settlement, and afterwards 
reinoved, is in the conrse of being replaced. it is 
proposed now to postpone th» erection of the super. 
structure until these foundations have attained their 
final subsidence. 

The appropriation for the Charleston harbor was 


van’s island, and measures have been taken by the 
officer of enzineers, under whose general superin- 
tendence it is, to apply the funds to that purpose. 
As soon as the services of an officer of experience 


| has as yet been nade, and the remaining vacancies 


it ts proposed to fil annually by seleciions from the 
highest graduates of the military academy. 

The officer of engineers in charge of the military 
academy having applied to be relieved, major Dela- 
field of the corps has been ordered in his place. 

The necessity of horses and instruction in the 
cavalry exercise, now that the cavalry his become 
a component arm of the service, is evident; and un- 
til regniar provision for this purpose can be made 
by law, it is proposed to replace the artillery de- 
tachment, now there, by one of drazoon privates, 
which would procure for the cadets the use of the 
horses, [ would urgently recommend that the in- 
structor of artillery and the assistant professor of 
history, geoyraphy,-and ethics, be placed by law 
upon the sane footing as other assistant professors 
at the academy The French classes are very 
much in need of instructors, and none are Known 
in the line of the army qvalified for the task. I 
therefore recoinmend that authority be given to ap. 
point two citizens, with moderate salari:s, for that 
purpose, 

The large building containing an exercise hall, 
recitation rou'ns, and quarters for un nirried offi- 
cers, so long Wanted at the acadeiny is fisished, and 
now in use, Since thelast report, the building con 
taining the library, chemical Taboratory, and phil- 
osophical ard ensineering rooms, has been destroy- 
ed by fire. The appropriation of the last session to 
replace this, would have been applied soon ry but 
hetore determining on sites far the new buildings, 
it is proposed to adant the snagestion of the board 


of visiters of 1837, viz: to appoint a bourd of covn- 


petent enzinvers to determine, in conjiunetion with 
the superintendent, a general plan for the public 
hnildings at the academy. Many of the present 
buildings are entirely onfit forthe purposes to which 
thevare applied, and must, eventually, cone down, 
and the position of each new one authorized shonld 
have reference to the systein of future construc- 
tions. 

While treating this subject, it beco nes my duty 
to bring to your notice the dilapidat d coudition of 
one of the barracks. The building is literally worn 
out, and in so deeayed and co‘rupted 4 state as se- 
rionsly to endanger the safety and health of the 
cadets. [ts removal and reconstruction will enter 
into the plan to b2 presented by the board for the 
arranzementof the public buildings at West Point, 
The system here sugrested, of presenting, before 
any public works are comnmenced. a well dizested 
nlan for such enlargements and improvements as 
the increase of onr population and the future want's 
of the country may require, has been generally 
adopted and will b> hereafter persevered in, so that 
the present constructions will all be ereeted in con- 
formity with, and in furtherance of, a general plan. 
At the sa:ne time, the departinent has adopted re- 
gulations fo govern the engineer, quartermaster’s, 
and ordnance departments in the coustruction of 
the buildings under their superintendence, s. as to 
avoid all unnecessary extravazance, and at the 
eame time secure solidity, uniformity, and dura. 
hility. 

For the more efficient and economical ad:ninis. 
tration of the engineer department, in many respects 
the most important branch of the military service, 





can be made available, there will be one stationed 
permanently in this harbor. 


By direction of this department, several of the 
civil works, formerly ander the sa ywrintendence of 
the military, have beea transferred to the topogra- 
phical engineers. 

Since the last report, the great task of removing 
the ratt in the Red river has been completed. The 
formation of a new raft on the site of the old one 
has b2enaseriots inconvenience, but itis hoped the 
navigation will be re-opened very suon after the 
com-nence-nent of the working season; the boats 
for this purpose hive been alrealy despatched to the 
river. The formation of this new obstruction sup- 
ports the views expressed in the last annual report, 





and shows the necessity of keeping 3 boat con, 


I beg leave resnectfuily to suggest that an inspec. 
tor of fortifications ought to be appoiuted, with 
such additional rink and emoluments as will insure 
reanect to the officer of enzineers who shall b> se. 
lected to perforin that duty, and d<tray the addi- 
tional expenses which must necessarily be incurred 





during the extensive tours of duty he would be 
| called upon to make. Experience has proved that 
this duty can only be discharged by an officer of 
this corps, and the important nature of the works, 
on the solidity and durability of whigh so much of 
the safety and honor of the country miy depend, 
requires 4 vigilant and frequent inspection of thein, 
during the progress of their construction, aut re. 
commends this measure to the favorable considerg, 
tion of the lagisiature. om 
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The orduance corps has been iacreased agreea 
bly to the provisions of the late law. : 

The operations of that branch of the service have 
been conducted with intelligence and activity, and 
some progiess has been made in digesting a genera: 
systein, by which they will hereaiter be regulated. 

series of experiments have been ordered, which 
will determine the precise character of the field and 
heavy artillery, and it is then proposed to arm the 
artillery regiments, which have hitherto acted as 
infantry, wuén in the field, with their proper arm. 
There is not at present a complete train of artillery 
fora single one of the fourregiments in the service; 
and I beg leave to suggest the necessity of an ap- 
propriation for the purpose of furnishing the nuin ber 
of pieces required to arm the existing regiments 
properly, as weil as to furnish batteries tor two bat- 
talions of light artillery. I would respectfully re- 
commend the establishment of a rocket brigade. 
These projectiles have lately been brought to great 

erfection in Europe, end aré now regarded as a 

‘ormidable addition to the efficiency of their armies. 

That of the United States, although comparatively 
so sinall, should not be eutirely deficient in any one 
of the elements which go to make up the power and 
efficiency of the best constituted armies of Europe 
With four regiments of artillery, we are nearly 
without field-pieces and trains; we are without 
light artillery altogether, and have yet to learn its 
management; and we are entirely ignorant of the 
use of su formidable a weapon as the rocket. These 
deficiencies, in an arm which in moderr warfare, 
produces the most decisive results, ought to be reme- 
died without delay. 

It is obviously o! the first importance that the artil- 
lery and munitions of war furnished to the troops 
should be fabricated and prepared on a uniform sys- 
tem, according to established patterns; and the first 
step towards this object is to prepare drawings of 
all the parts of such a system in the utmost detail. 
To accomplish this, it is intended to detail for this 
especial duty three competent officers, with the re- 
quisite number of draughtsmen, the result of whose 
labors alter Cue revision and approval by the sec- 
retary of war, shall be conformed to in the ordinance 
depart:nent; the patterns thus established not to be 
changed, without the sanction of the same authority 
bv which they were approved. 

' An estimate for the small sum required to cover 

the expense incidental to such an arrangement is 
embraced in the general estimate of this department 
for the ensuing year, 

I caunot forbear to"repeat the recommendations 
made in iny last annual report, for the establishment 
of a national foundry and powder manufactory, and 
the erection of a manufactory of small arms west of 
the Alleghany mountains, upon the plan therein 

roposed. The armory and manufactory at Harper’s 

erry, Which is conducted with great ability by its 
present superintendent, colonel Lucas, requires 
considerable alterations and repairs. The tempo- 
rary workshops erected there are altogether insuffi- 
cient, and now that the usefulness of this establish- 
ment is placed beyond doubt, permanent buildings 
ought to be substituted, agreeably to some well 
digested plan, both as to their construction and po- 
sition. Permission has been granted by the depart- 
ment to the Baltimore and Ohio rail-road company 
to run their road through the lands belonging to the 
United States at this place, passing along the line of 
the workshops, froin whence the company have the 
option of choosing either of two routes, the one 
leading along the wall of the canal, and the other by 
the hillside. ‘The former would have been the most 
advantageous to the United States, as the company’s 
works would have strengthened the wall, which is 
very defective, and requires such extensive repairs 
that it will probably be necessary to rebuild it alto- 
gether; but the difference of expense to the com- 
pany was represented by the estimates of the cost 
of both routes ‘to be so great, upwards of $50,000, 
that the river route could not be insisted upon with- 
out the United States paying a part or the whole of 
it. Thedepartment had no authority to make such 
an arrangement without the previous consent of 
congress, and therefore granted the option to the 
company. Itis understood, however, by the parties 
to the contract, (hat, upon congress desiring that the 
river line should be adopted, it may be done on gov- 
ernment agreeing to pay the diiference of expense 
between the two routes. 

Reflection and experience confirm the view taken 
in the last annual report from this department, oi 
the policy of selling the mineral lands belonging to 
the United States. Their retention in the hands o: 
goveruiment presents an insuperable obstacle to the 
exploration of the mines, and impedes the naturai 
progress of that portion of the country. 

The corps of topographical engineers has bee: 
increased, agreeably to the act of the last session. 





with the exception of the officers whose nomina- | 


tions were not acted npoa by the senate, and whose 
places could not, theretore, be supplied. With fe, 

exceptions, the civil works under the charge of th: 
military engineers have been transferred to this 
corps, and a system has been adopted, which, whe:. 
fully carried into effect, cannot fail to produce the 
most salutary results. ‘The several portions of the 
country where these works are being carried on. 
are divided into districts of limited extent, and offi- 
cers ure permanently assigned to them; by this 
method time is saved, and much useless expens: 
avoided, 'as well as better information acquired. 
Over these limited commands, a systein of super- 
vision and inspectorship is exercised by the olde: 
officers, by means of which their superior knowledg¢ 
and experience are brought in aid of all the plans, es. 
timates, and constructions. 

The officers of the corps who are employed in the 
superintendence of works carried on by corpora- 
tions and states, of which there are but four, are 
gradually being withdrawn, according to the pro- 
visions of the law regulating the establishment of 
the army, and they will all be placed on national! 
works as soon as it can be done without injury to 
those they are now eonducting. 

The duties enjoined upon the department by re- 
solutions of congress, ordering certain surveys, have 
uot been performed for want of means to defray the 
necessary expenses. These are paid invariably 
from special appropriations applicable to each ob- 
ject, or out of the usual annual appropriation of 
thirty thousand dollars for military surveys, which 
was withheld this year. Owing to this cause the 
following surveys have been omitted: That of the 
Tennessee river from its mouth to the highest point 
of steamboat navigation; of Elizabeth river, from 
the outlet of the Dismal swamp canal to Sewall’s 
point; of Annapolis harbor; that from the harbor of 
Norfolk, Virginia, to Charleston, South Carolina, 
in reference to inland steamboat navigation. Partial 
appropriations were made for a survey of the Des 
Moines and Iowa rivers, and it is intended to com- 
mence the work early in the spring. These appro- 
priations are, however, quite inadequate, and I 
would respectfully suggest that they be, in all such 
cases, based upon estimates furnished by this de- 
partment. Great delay and expense would be 
avoided by this procedure, for it not unfrequently 
happens that the appropriation is exhausted, just as 
the inen and materials are collected on the spot to 
proceed to work, and the former have to be dis- 
charged for want of funds to continue them in the 
service. 

It is deemned very important that the annual ap- 
propriation for military surveys should be made. 
We are still lamentably ignorant of the geography 
and resources of our country; and it is essential to 
its defence, as well as to its improvement, that the 
boundaries, the course of the rivers, the size and 
form and obstacles to navigation of the lakes, and 
the direction and height of the mountains should be 
accurately determined and delineated. Much has 
been done during the last two years towards the at- 
tatnment of this important branch of knowledge; at 
least one hundred points of latitude, and eighty of 
longitude, have been accurately established, and the 
whole country west of the Mississippi, and north of 
the Missouri, has been surveyed and delineated. 
The military reconnoissances made in Florida have 
enabled the department to present a tolerably accu- 
rate map of the interior of that territory, which has 
been engraved by order of congress. An accurate 
nap was made of the country lately occupied by the 
Cherokees, when it was supposed that it might be- 
come the theatre of military operations; and there 
exists in the topographical bureau all the materials 
collected by its officers in the military and other 
surveys ordered by congress. 1 earnestly recom- 
mend, therefore, that the usual annuak appropria- 
tions for the military and other surveys be continued, 
in order that these useful operations may be pro- 
ceeded with, and especially that complete hydro- 
graphical surveys may be made of the lakes. 

The singular and important discrepancies which 
have been brought to my notice in existing charts 
of the Deiaware bay, would seem to call torimmediate 
attention to that important estuary. Its survey may 
be considered as belonging tu the survey of the coast, 
now being wade under Mr. Hassler. But it would 
probably facilitate his operations, and the sooner 
give commerce the advantages of a correct chart of 
this bay, if it were immediately attended to under 
a special appropriation. There being an officer of 
ihe corps of topographical engineers already on 
luty in that quarter, with a proper understanding 
between the topographical bureau and Mr. Hassler, 
ihe work mij;ht be done the earlier under the former, 
and with all the requisite connection, with the great 
and Lighly interesting operations cf the latter. 

I would recominend, likewise, that a survey be 
aade of the country between the Neenah or Fox and, 


‘he Wisconsin rivers, with a view of establishing a 
water communication from. Lake Michigan to the 
Wississippi river, which would be in the highest 
legree important to this department in time of war, 
ind useful for the transportation of supplies in time 
of peace. 

he report of the surgeon general shows the ex. 
‘ent of usefulness and the great efficiency of the de. 
partment under his immediate superintendence, 
(he severe examination to which applicants for ad. 
wission to the medical staff of the army are su bjected, 
nas secured the services of men of a high order of 
talents and attainments, while the method intro. 
duced into the administration of all its operations, 
nas produced great economy as well as activity and 
fidelity in the discharge of the duties of this branch 
of the service. The great extent to which these 
duties have lately been enlarged, by the increase of 
‘the army and its operations in the field; the em. 
ployment of militia, and the augmentation of the 
) number of permanent posts, renders it necessary that 
an additional clerk should be employed in the office 
of the surgeon general, in order to aid in the settle. 
ment of its accounts, and I respectfully recommend 
that the addilion be made. 

The quartermaster’s department, and that of the 
commissary of subsistence, have been increased 
agreeably to the act of congress, and the duties of 
both these branches of the public service have been 
discharged with intelligence and activity. 

The duties of the paymaster’s department have 
been discharged with singular fidelity, and, in justice 
to the officers engaged in their performance, 1 beg 
leave to suggest the propriety and usefulness of 
creating an intervening grade between the paymas. 
ter general and the paymasters: that of assistant pay- 
master general, with the pay and emoluments oia 
lieutenant colonel. The good of this valuable branch 
of the public service would be much promoted by 
such a measure. <A provision was struck out of the 
bill for the increase and organization of the army, 
for giving a small per centage on disbursements to 
officers engaged in paying the militia. The peculiar 
and embarrassing nature of this service, which oc- 
casions unavoidable losses, would seem to render 
such a prcvision just and proper. hee 

It will be seen by the report of the commissioner 
of pensions, that the numberof persons on the pen- 
sion rolls amounts to forty-one thousand eight hun. 
dred and seventy; that there bave been fourteen 
hundred and sixty-one deaths during the year end- 
ing the 30th of September last, and the addition to 
the pension rolls in the same year, has been two 
thousand three hundred and fiity-four. The addi- 
tion to the list of widows’ pensions will increase 
| the expenditure about $1,872,000; and to meet pay- 
ments now due, the sum of $245,000 will be in:me- 
diately required, as no appropriation has yet been 
made for paying the pensions granted by, the act of 
July 7, 1838, Arrears are, therefore, due all such 
pensioners as have been entered on the rolls under 
this act. These arrears will be due on the 31st of 
December next, and justice to the claimants requires 
that an ecrly appropriation should be made for their 
payment. 

I respectfully recommend that the early attention 
of congresss should be called to the compensation 
to be granted to pension agents for discharging the 
duties of their office. The performance of these 
duties is attended with labor and expense and very 
considerable responsibility, and it is unjust to exact 
it from any one without remuneration. The agents 
have been induced to continue to pay the pension- 
ers in the expectation that an act would be passed 
for their relief. If this is not done, this department 
will find it utterly impracticable any longer to exe: 
cute the pension laws. 

Connected with this subject is the inconvenience 
which has been experienced in carrying into effect 
the provisions of the law passed at the last session 
providing that the amounts of pensions unclaimed 
for a certain period, after becoming due and payable, 
shall be paid only at the treasury. The operation 
of this law has proved very harrassing to the ac- 
counting officers charged with the duty it enjoins, 
and very inconvenient to the pensioner. The pe- 
riod of eight months fixed by it for the unclaimed 
pension funds to be returned to the treasury and to 
be claimed here and drawn out through the pension 
office and that of the third auditor, is too short.— 
Small pensioners living at a distance from the 
agency were in the habit of going there not oftener 
than once a year, whereas they are now obliged to 
go there more frequently, to their great inconve- 
nience, or to employ an agent to receive their pen: 
sions either at the nearestagency or at Washington. 
The great burden thrown upon the office of the 
third auditor, by that law, will be better understood 
by the letter of that officer herewith submitted, 

I_ beg leave again to call ycur attention to the 
subject of frauds and impositions practised beth 
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a 
qa tae sovera neat aad tie iznorant and unwary 
wqsioaers, Woereby the benevolent Inteattons of 
arress towards the veterans of the revolution and 
*saferers by the late yar, are frustrated by un- 
riacipled ‘and designing men. ‘The ‘law passed 
aly 7, 1333, will occasiou an expenditure of about 
nillioa and a half of doflars in the year 1339, and 
is to be feared taat not nore th in one half of that 
rn will reach the objects wiose distress it was 
ptended to relieve; the rest will too probably be 
vallowed up by usuriors azents, or wrested fro n 
na depirt.nent by fraudulent applications. These 
ractices org at to be checked by a law imposing a 
avyere penalty upon persons who are found guilty 
f thera. 
Independently of thre removal of the Cherokees, 
he operations of the Lndian department within the 
st year have been extensive and iinportant. The 
stire Creek nation, with the exception of a small 
aber of fugitives amonz the Cherokees and Semi- 
oles, has emizrated apd for.ned perinanent settle- 
ents bzyoad the Missouri river. Of the Caicka- 
ws, not more than two hundred reinain east of 
a Mississippi, [t is estimated that about three 
ousand Caoctaws still live in their old country, 
d they will probably continue there, until the 
les set up by them to reserves unier the treaty of 
By the interpo- 
ion of the authorities of the state of Indiana, 


ne 


its have recently been removed. The emizgra- 
pn of the Ottawas, Chippewas, and Pottawata- 
ies in Illinois, has progressed slowly; nearly fif- 
en hundred yet remain there. A small band of 
palachiculas has been removed. About fourteen 
adred Se ninoles emigrated in 1335, and firteen 
indred in 1337 and 1333; the military nove nents 
r the re noval of the residue still continue to be 
gorously prosecated, as has alrea ly b2en explain- 
At the close of the present season, there will 
s,in the states and territories, about twenty-two 
gusaa'l In lians, who, itis desirable, should be re- 
oved a3 early as practicable to the west. They 
athe New York Indians, the Wy inlots in Ohio, 
be Mianies in Indiana, the Ottawas, Chippewas, | 
if Pottawata:nies in [llinois; the Winnebazors 
d Meaomnontes in Wisconsin; the Ottiwas and! 
hippe vas in Michigan; and the Seminolesin Fio- | 
da. In conpliance with the resolution of the se- 
ate, conditionally ratifying the treaty with the 
ew York [ndians, that instra ‘nent and the amend- 
bents to it have been subnitted to them for their 
ssent and that of all the binds except the Senecas | 
3 been obtained; and it is believed that these will | 
t withhold their assent eventually. There is) 
@eason to believe that atreaty of cession and reimoval | 
hay soon be effected with the Mia nies, which will | 
lieve the state of [ndiana from the incu:nbrance 
its Indian population. An exploring party of 
innebagoes has been authorized to visit the re- 
ion beyond the Missouri, anl but little doubt is 
ntertained that they will there find a tract of coun- 
y suited to their habits and wants, Similar parties 
f Ottawas and Chippewas, and of the Chippewas | 
f Sazinaw, have examined the samme section of| 
ountry, and found locations with which they be- | 
evel their people will be satisfied. There are 
oflicting parties arnong the Wyandots, which ren- 
er the completion of any thing more than an ar- 
angenent for partial removal improbable at pre- 
ent. The information received fron the Menom- 
neg holds out the prospect that a treaty might be 
nade with them for the relinqnishment of their | 
os3essions in Wisconsin, should congress author- 
ze the measnre, 

Commissioners have been appointed to examine 
laims, for the payment of which provision was 
ade in the treaties with the Miamies, the Chippe- 
a8, the Sioux, the Sacs and Foxes, and the Win- 
hebazovs, ratified at the last session, and instruc- 
gions issued for the execution of other stipulations 
L them. The commissioners entrusted with the 
ities of carrying into effect the treaty with the 
herokees of 1335, have steadily pursued their la- 
ors. It is supposed that all the claims, except | 
hose for reservations, have been investirated.— | 
lore than one million of dollars have been paid. 
Othem and their creditors in the ceded country, 
ind upwards of one million have been remitted to 
be pail to them, on their arrival west, on acconnt 
of claims allowed in their favor. In conformity 
with the treaty, a paten! has been issued and will 
’e shortly transmitted t» them, for the thirteen mil- 
ons six hundred thonsan.\ acres set apart forthem, 
And they will have individual and national wealth 
sufficient to instire their prosperity. The comnmis- 
Sioners who were selected to examine claims to re- 
frves under the fourteenth article. of the treaty 
vith the Choctaws of 133, had made considerable 
p'Osress, when their appoint.inents weré terminated 
Y the expiration of the law on the first of August 
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last. ‘he final adjustinent of these elaims is im- 
| J M . . . . 

portant to the iuhabitants of the state of Missis- 

sippi, and to the Indians who remain among them; 


their removal and union with their countrymen, 
who are making rapid advances.in wealth and im- | 
provement. It is, thercfore, respectfully recom- 

inended that the coin:nission be renewed atan early | 
day. ‘he stipulations in the treaty with the Chicka- | 
saws, which were to be executed east of the Mis- | 
sissippi, have been nearly fulfilled. About two! 
hundred reserves are yet to be located, and, of those 
located, about two hundred to be sold. It is esti- 
mated that the proceeds of future sales will be suffi- 
cient to pay their debts, and to defray the expenses 
of their reinoval and subsistence. ‘They will then 
have a national’fund of two millions of dollars, | 








yielding them an annual income of one hundred. 





‘tions and extended thein to more diztant nations. 


thousand dollars; a sum adeyuate to all their possi- | 
ble wants. 

Of the emigrated tribes, all the accounts that 
have been received are encouraging. The recently | 
emigrated Creeks have formed agricultural and. 


‘trading establishments, and found, in the comfort | 


around them, and the prospect of individual wealth | 
before them, the strongest inducement to cultivate , 
friendly relations with their brethren, with other | 
tribes, and with the United States. The council, 
convened by the Cherokees had no object unfriendiy | 
to our people or governnent. This delief origi- | 
nated froin a misapprehension of the condition and 
te.nper of these Indians. It is not probable that 
those who emigrated many years siuce, and from 
whorn the call of the council proceeded, would jeo- | 
pard their whole property, the farins, the stuck, and 
merchandize they possess, and the large annuities | 
they receive from the United States, forthe gratifi- | 
cation of co.nnencing a war which they*could not 
bz ignorant must terminate in their utter destruc- 
tion. [t appears, fron subsequent information, that 
the Cherokees hold an annual council for the pur- 
pose of lezislition, and that, in order to revive an 
ancient association of the tribes, forined for the | 
preservation of peace among themselves, they in- | 
vited, in 1837, the Cieeks, Seaecas, anl others, to 


‘meet them, and in 1333, renewed their invita- | ee res a age . 
-neral council with the chiefs of all the tribes, they 


They applied, in some instances, to the United | 
States o!ficers to write letters of invitation, and | 
their request was conplied with; ant where the 
wanpum was sent, that symbol cuntained no rec 
beads or other warlike tokens. Notwithstanding, 
however, the peaceful appearances which charac- | 
terized these preliminaries, some of the more north- | 
ern tribes suspected the object of the council to be | 
hostile to the whites, and refused to attend; the 
same opinion might naturally have been entertained | 
by the officers of governinent at dis‘ant posts, but | 
it would have been impradent to have acted upon | 
such suspicions. ‘To preserve our influence over 
the Indians we must abetain from all unnecessary 
interference in their local alfairs. ‘To disturb their, 
councils, or to attempt to cverawe their proceed- 
ings by an armed force, mizht excite unfriendly | 
feelings and tend to produce the very evil the go- | 
verninent is so anxious to avoid. Nor could such | 
an interposition have led to the discovery of the 
designs of the council. If the views of that body | 
had been hostile, and the occasion of the represen- 
tatives of so many tribes being assembled had been | 
deemed a fitting one to consult on warlike measures, | 
those consultations would have been secret, and the | 
presence of our troops would have only Jed them | 


to conceal their designs still more deeply. 


Since this event the department has agiin been | 
called upon by the commanding general of the | 
western division of the army to furnish additional | 
troops to guard the southwestern frontier from ap- 


prehended attacks from the Indians inhabiting 





| mentof physicians was authorized, and instructions 
‘given for the immediate and thorough vaecination 


‘of the Indians. The reports, thus far, do not show 
to the former as a measure essential to the settle- | satisfactorily to what extent this duty has been per- 
ment of land titles, and to the latter as conducive to | 


forined. 


The subject of our Indian affairs, confessedly the 
most difficult and complicated under the supervision 
of the department, being the last year entirely new 
to me, I forebore to suggest any changes in their 
management; bnt sndsequent experience and reflec- 
tion have convinced me that the preseut systein is 
defective, and that the evils which spring from it 
will not be remedied by the measures h-retofore 
recoinmended, nor by the bill which, at the last ses- 
sion of congress, received the sanction of one 
branch of the legislature. Itis unnecessary, howe- 
ver, to discuss the defects or merits of this bill, be- 
cause the preliminary condition to its being carried 
into execution—the previous consent of the tribes 
—cannot be coinplied with. The Choetaws and 
Cherokees have expressed their unwillingness to 
enier into the confederation, or toadopt the forin of 
government the bill proposes. If even the most 
insignificant changes in the settled forms of go- 
vernment require to be considered with great care, 
how much more cautious ought we to be in any 
attempt to introduce those forms among a people 
who have hitherto lived with scareely any know- 
ledge of them. I would recommend, as the first 
step, that the tribes should be encouraged to adopt 
a systein of self-government adapted to their wants 


‘and condition, with which there should be as little 


interference on our part as possible: and that their 
5 


chiefs be invited to attend an annual council at 


which the agents of government and the command. 
ing officer of the nearest statioa should be present. 
In this manner the government would exercise a 
salutary influence over them, becoine acquainted 
with theif wants, and heal their diiferences with each 
other. It appears to ine, likewise, that the [Indian 
agents should not be attached to any one tribe, as 
experience proves that they becoine so identified 
with those whose peculiar interests are confided to 
their care, that they iinbibe their prejudices and es- 
pouse their quarrels. It onght to be in the power 
of vovernment to chanze their residence fron time 
to time, and by asse:nbling them once a year in ge- 


will understand and seek to promote the general 
interests of the red men, 


[ would recommend that the system hitherto pur- 
sued for the education of the Indians, by which 


| alone their civilization can be effected, be changed} 


At present the inaian youtn receives an eaucation 
which 1s altogether useless to him when he returns 
to his home in the western wilds, He can read, 
write, and cipher, and in his native village there 
are no books to read, no writings required, and none 
but the most simple accounts kept; snch as are 
reckoned on the fingers and notched on a stick.— 
He has acquired no knowledge which can be use- 


| fully applied for his own benefit or for that of his 


people; and he has forgotten how to trap and hunt, 


Asa matter of course, then, he and his acquisitions 


are despised, and the half educated savaze too often 
becomes a profligate and drunken vagabond. The 
remedy for this evil appears to me to be the intro- 


(duction of manual labor schools, where the indian 


at the sare time that he receives the rudiments of 
education and is taught the Christian faith, will ace 
quire some knowledge of farming and of the useful 
arts, which will secure to him the aamiration and 
gratitude of his countrymen on his return among 
them, and enable him, not only tc render them the 
most essential services, but to teach them by his 
example the vast advantages to be derived from 
knowledge, and induce them to become a civilized 
community 


The important interest involved in the proper 
administration of Indian affairs, and the great dis- 


Texas, circumstances having led to the belief that) tance of the theatre of their tnanagement from the 


these Indians had been excited by the Mexican au-| supervisory power at Wasning @1, require, in my: 


thorities toattack the Fexians. This call increased | opinion, that there should be attached to the office 
the vigilance of the department, and inquiries were | of the commissioner an inspector charged to visit, 
instituted which did not elicit any information that) from time to time, the stations of the disbursing 
would have justified me in recommending such a} officers and Indian agents; inspect their books, ex- 
drauzht of militia as was proposed to aid the regu-| amine into their proceedings, view the condition of 
lar force on that fronticr. The Indians within the | the difftrent tribes, and furnish such a report as will 
territory of the United States have been warned | enable the department to correct abfses, to under- 
that they will not be permitted to take part in any stand and provide for the wants of the Indians, and, 
contest between Mexico and Texas, or to pass into | veverally, to extend over the whole mafter a more 
the territory of the latter with hostile intent; and | co nplete supervision than has heretofore b>en found 
that the amonnt of their annuities will be stopped | practicable. By sach means, in conjunction with 
if they disobey this order, without prejudice to) q inore liberal policy towards the interpreters, who 
other measures which will be taken to enforce its! exercise great influence over the Tidians; ba pro. 
observance, ° , per attention to the chiefs, through whorn alone the 
Thon the first receipt of the intelligence of the people can be ae proached, and who onght, by every 
appearance of the small pox among the tribes on | fair means, to be conciliated and attached to the 
the Missouri river, supplies of money and of vac- United States; ard by the co-operation of fhe tra- 
cine matter were liberally furnished, the employ-| ders, whom [ have always found ready to lend theit 
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aid to the governinent, reasonable hope may be en- 


of Caristianity and civilization to the Indian race. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
J. R. POINSETT. 
To the president of the United Stutes. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 
COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


The twenty-second annual meeting of the Ame- 
rican Colonization Society was held on Tuesday, 
lith Deceinber, 1333, at 7 o’clock, p. im, in the 
hall of the house of representatives, in the capitol 
of the United States, in the presence of a crowded |. 
audience. 

The president of the society being absent. Charles 
Fenton Mercer, M.C. a vice president, presided. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the rev. 
James Laurie, D. D. of Washington. 

The following delegates were announced as hav- 
ing been appointed to represent their respective 
societies at this meeting: 

From the New York City Colonization society: Rev. 
Gariiner Spring, D.D., rev. Alexander Proudfit, 
D.D., David M. Reese, M.D., Williain L. Stone, 
Anson G. Phelps. 

From the Qneida county, N. Y. society: Henry A. 
Foster, M. C. : 

‘rom the New Jersey State society: J. B. Averigg, 
M. C.; J. P. B. Maxwell, M. C.; William Halsted, 
M. C.; James F. Randolph, M. C.; Charles C. 
Stratton, M. C. , 

From the Pennsylvania society: Rev. George’ W. 
Bethune, D.D., Edward Coles, Stephen Colwel, 
Charles Naylor, M. C., Thomas Buchanan. 

‘vom the Young Men’s Colonization socety of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, Philadelphia: Rev. Wun. 
H. Gilder. 

From the Virginia State Colonization society: Chas. 
F. Mercer, M. C.; William C. Rives, M.C.; James 
Garland, M. C.; Henry A. Wise, M. C.; Abel P. 
Upshur. ees 

From the Monongalia county, Va. Colonization 
sociely: Waitinan T. Willey. 

Froin the Green county, Ohio, Colonization society: 
Thomas Corwin, M. C.; Samson Mason, M. C.; 
Patrick G. Goode, M. C. : 

' From the Trumbull county, Ohio, Co’onizalion 
sociely: John W. Allen, M. C. 

From the Washington City Colonization society: 
Matthew St. Clair Clarke, Thomas P. Jones, Josiah 
I’. Polk. 

‘I'he report of the board of managers, read by the 
secretary, represented the cause in this country as 
rising in public estimation; its friends as resolved 
to impart new vigor and extent to its proceedings; 
and the communities in Liberia as advancing in 
kuowledge andprosperity, and as already animated 
with zeal and enterprise for their own improvement, 
and the elevation of their race. 

It is not in our power to give even a sketch of the 
various speeches; but it may be said that at no an 
niversary of the society has the cause received a 
nobler impulse. 

On motion of Z. C. Lee, of Baltimore, it was 

Resolved, That the report of the managers be accept- 
ed, and published in the African Repository, and that 
fifteen hundred copies be printed in separate pamphlet 
form. 

Ou motion of Dr. Reese, of New York, 

Resolved, That the experience of another year has 
shown satisfactorily tu this society, that, as in every great 
scheme of good to mankind, so in that of African colo- 
n zation, designed to confer large and lasting good upon 
a whole race of men, and upon one quarter of the globe, 
occasional misfortunes should but inflame the zeal and 
increase the devotion of its friends, and give new energy 
to all their exertions. 

Henry A. Wise, M. C., submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the cause of colonization should be 
hereafter, as heretofore, (in contrast to the example of 
abolition, the declared antagonist and enemy of coloni- 
zztion,) guarded jealously from all union, association, 
or contact with the party politics of the country; and 
that such union, association, or contact, in any form, or 
to any extent, would be pollution to its character and 
death to its hopes of doing good as a cause of human- 
ity, civilization, philanthropy, and patriotism. 

An interesting debate arose on this resolution, in 
which the mover, the rev. Dr. Bethune, of Phita- 
delphia, the rev. Dr. Spring, of New York, and col. 
Stone, of New York, participated. It was adopted. 

Ou motion of the rev. George G. Cookinan, of the 
District of Colurnbia, 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the clergy who have taken up collections on or about 





colored population is most important to success, and 
tertained of extending the blessings and advantages oe 


red race, both in the United S:ate 


such a union should be cherished by every friend of this 


society. 


by the rev. R. R. Gurley, 


the duty of those who regard it as sa 
benevolent towards our whole colored 
fraught with blessings inestimable to 


o’clock, the society, om motion of 
ing at the first Presbyterian church. 


Wednesday, Decem 


Mercer, M. C. of Virginia, a vice 
the chair. 


parent institution. 

Mr. Mercer left the chair, whicen 
general Walter Jones, of the Distri 
opposition to the plan. 


tinued by D. M. Reese, M.D of 
support of the plan; Mr. Mercer, 


R. Gurley, of the District of Colum 
W. Bethune, D. D. of Philadelphia 


Foster, M. C. in support of the pla 


it was Resolved, That the whole su 
ments to the constitntion of the soci 


ven o’clock this evening. 
On motion of Mr. Clarke, the vo 


sist of seven. 


were elected to be the committee. 
On motion of Dr. Reese, Resolve 


accounts for the past year. 


board of managers. 
Dr. Reese, Mr. Phelps, and Dr. 
appointed the committee. 


this evening. 


subject, and particularly for an ex 





the 4h of July; and that they be respectfully invited, 
with their congregations, to continue to patrenize the 
gause of African colonization. 

On motion of col. Stone, of New York, 

Resolvel, That since 4 union of the northern, south- 


o’clock tu morrow evening, a new 





£10, ead muddle states in the colonization of our free 


Dr. Reese opposed the motion; 


seconded, jt was withdrawn. 


Resolved, That while this society is an object of vio- 
lent attack from opposite portions of the Union, and by 
men of the most opposite and hostile sentiments, it is 


adjourned, to meet at nine o’clock to- morruw morn- 


The society met, in pursuance of adjournment, 
at 9 o’clock A. M. at the first Presbyterian church. 


The president being absent, Charles Fenton |rer, of their duties; and recommended an inquiry 


On motion of the rev. G. Spring, D. D. of New 
York, the society proceeded to consider a paper en- 
titled “Outline of a New Constitution for the |delegates from the affiliated auxiliary societies of 
Aimerican Colonization Society,” which had, pre- 


viously to the present meeting, been transmitted to | report on certain unsettled and disputed African ac. 
the several colonization societies auxihary to the 


rev. G. Spring, D. D. of New York, on the general 
subject of remodelling the parent society; rev. R. 


tion of the origin and history of the plan; by the 
rev. A. Prondfit, D. D. of New York, the rev. G. 


On motion of colonel W. L. Stone, of New York, 


with the proposed ‘Outline,” &c. referred to a se- 
lect cotninittee of five, with instructions to report 
thereon at an adjourned meeting, to be held at se- 


dered, and it was resolved that the committee con- 


On motion of Mr. Fendall, Resolved, That the 
president of this meeting be one of the committee, | 
and that the others be elected viva voce. 

Mr. Jones, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Gurley, Dr. Spring, 
Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Wilkeson, and Mr. Colwell, 


mittee be appointed to examine into the treasurer’s 


On motion of Mr. Seaton, Resolved, That the 
committee on the treasurer’s accounts be further 
instructed to examine into the proceedings of the 


On motion, the society adjourned till 7 o’clock 


Wednesday, 7 o’clock P. M. 

The society met in pursnance of adjourument. 
Francis S. Key, a vice president, took the chair. 
Mr. Mercer, from the committee on the subject 
of amendments to the constituiion, to which com- 
mittee was also referred the plan entitled “An out- 
line of a new constitution for the American coloniza- 
tion sociely,” reported sundry propositions, based 
on the “outline,” for remodeliing the society, the | delegates each. 


time allowed to the committee having been too|thousand dollars to the society shall be a cirectot 
short for the preparation of a regniar report, for- 


mally arranging these propositions in connexion 
with the existing constitution of the society. 

The question was taken on these propositions 
seriatim, and they were respectively carried. 

The chair then announced the question on the | ize and administer a general government for the 
adoption of the whole consititution as amended. 

Mr. Fendall moved that, in order to afford a ful- 
ler opportunity for deliberation on so important a 
act comparison 
of the constitution as amended with the old consti- 
tution, the amendments adopted be referred back to 
the committee who reported them, with instructions 
to report at an adjourned meeting, to be held at 7 


proper form, on the principles ot said amendments. | to s 


eae, 
Ts, 


The question was then put on the adoption of 


cially so in its its influence upon the destiny of the | the whole constitution as amended, and carried in 


s and in Africa, | the affirmative. 
On motion of Dr. Reese, Resolved, That the 


On motion of James Garland, M. C., seconded committee to whom was’ referred the subject of 


amending the constitution, submit, at an adjourned 
meeting to be held at 10 o’clock to-morrow morp. 
ing, alair copy of the new constitution. 

On motion of Mr, Mercer, Resolved, That the 
new board of directors be instructed to transmit to 


fe for the union, : trig piepey: 
n each of the several colonies in Airiea a copy of the 


population, and of tl 
Africa, to unite | constitution as amended, with a letter explanator 


their counsels, theirdevotions, and their prayers, to give |of the causes which led to its adoption, and of jis 
to its operations ten-fold energy and success. 
After continuing in session till half 


intended operation on them. 4 
past ten| Dr. Reese, froin the committee appointed to ex. 
Mr. Buchanan, | amine the treasurer’s accounts, and the proceeding, 
of the board of managers, made a report, showine 
the amouut of receipts and expenditures for the past 
year, and the amount of receipts in each of the 
three next preceding years. The report bore tea. 
timony to the accuracy of the accounts; to the 
faithful performance, by the managets and treasu. 


ber 12, 1838. 


president, took | into the practicability and expediency of diminish. 
ing expenses. 
r. Wilkeson stated that the committee appointed 


at the last annual meeting, with the consent of the 
New York and Pennsylvania, to examine into and 


counts existing between the American Colonization 
Society and the said two affiliated auxiliary socie. 
ties, having been compelled by their public duties, 
as members of congress, to separate without con. 


was taken by 
ct of Columbia, 


another vice president, and addressed the society in | concluding their examination, the parties had re. 
The discussion was con. 


ferred the matters in controversy to his arbitrameut: 
that he had carefully examined the same, and had 
inade the award announced in a report, which he 
then submitted. 

Ordered, That the report be entered on the jour. 
nal of the suciety. — 

On motion of Mr. Stone, Resolved, That a com. 
mittee of five be appointed to recommend suitable 
, and by H. A.| persons to constitute the board of directors and ex. 
n. ecutive officers under the new organization. 

Mr. Mercer, Dr. Reese, Dr. Bethune, Mr. Gurley, 
and Mr. Seaton, were appointed the committee. 

Adjourned till ten o’clock to-morrow morning. 


New York, in 
against it; the 


bia, in explana- 


bject of amend 
ety be, together 


Thursday, 10 o'clock A. M. 

The society met in pursuance of adjournment. 

Mr. Mercer took the chanr. 

Mr. Gurley, froin the committee on the subject of 
the constitution, read the constitution, as amended, 
which is as folows* , 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1st. This society shall be called “The 
American society for colonizing the free people of 
color of the United States.” 

2d. The object to which its attention is to be ex- 
clusively directed is to promote and execute a plan 
for colonizing (with their own consent) the free 
people of color residing in our country, in Africa, 
or such other place as congress shall deein expe- 
dient. And the society shall act, to effect this ob- 
ject, in co-operation with the general government, 
and such of the states as may adopt regulations on 
the subject. 

3d. Every citizen of the United States, who shall 
have paid to the funds of the society the suin of one 
dollar, shall be a member of the society. 

4th. There shall be a board of directors, coimpos- 
ed of delegates from the several state societies, and 
societies for the District of Columbia and the tert: 
tories of the United States. Each society contribut: 
ing not less than one thousand dollars annually into 
the common treasury shall be entitled to two dele- 
gates; each society having under its care a colony 
shall be entitled to three delegates; and any {we 
or more societies uniting in the support of a colony 
composing at least three handred sduls, to three 
Anv individual contributing oné 


te was reconsi- 


d, That a com- 


Bethune, were 


for life. 

5th. The society and the board of directors shall 
meet annually at Washington on the third Tucs¢ay 
in January, and at such other times and places 4% 
they shall direct. They shall have power to orga" 


several colonies in Liberia; to provide a uniform 
code of laws for such cvlonies, and manage ‘he 
general affairs of colonization throughout the Unit- 
ed States, except within the states which plante 

colonies. ‘They shall also appoint annually the ¢x 
ecutive committee of five, with such office rs as they 
inay deem necessary, who shall be the gases 
members of the executive committee and board 0 

| directors, but in the latter case shall have a right 
peak, but not to vote. Thesaid beard of direes 
and, not being thre shall designate the salaries of these officers, '9 


adopt such plans as they may deem expedient {oF 


constitution, in 
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— 
ne promanrorl of the colonization cause. It shali 
be their duty to provide for the fulfilment of all ex- 
isting obligations of the American Colonization So- 
ciety» and nothing in the folowing article of these 
ginendinents shall limit or restrain their power to 
make such provision by an equitable assessment 

n the several societies. } 
6th. The expenses of the general government in 
Africa shall be borne by the several associated so- 
cieties, according to the ratio to be fixed by the 
poard of directors. ie 

ath. Every such society which has under its care 
a colony, associated under the general government, 
shall have the right to appropriate is own funds in 
the colonization and care of its emigrants. 

sth. ‘he board of directors shall have the excln- 
sive right to acquire territory in Africa, to negotiate 


treaties with the native African tribes, and to ap- 


ropriate the territory and define the limits of the 
colonies. : 

9th. The president and vice presidents of the so- 
cjety shall be elected annually by the society. 

0th. It shall be the du y of the president (or, in 
his absence, the vice presidents, according to se- 
niority,) to preside at meetings of the society, and 
and to call meetings when he thinks necessary. 

1ith. The board of directors and the executive 
committee shail have power to fill up all vacancies 
occurring in their respective numbers during the 
year, an! to make such by-laws for their govern- 
ment as they may deem necessary: Provided, The 
saine are not repugnant to this constitution, 

12th. This constitution may be modified or alter- 
ed, upon a proposition to that etfect by any of the 
said sucieties, transinitted to each of the societies 
three inonths before the annual meetings of the board 
of directors: Provided, Such proposition receive the 
sanction of two-thirds of the board at the next an- 
nual meeting. 

i3th. ‘The representatives of the societies present 
at the annaal meeting adopting this constitution shal: 
have the power to elect delegates to serve in the 
board of directors until others are appointed by their 
societies. The delegates shall ineet immediately 
after their election, organize, and enter upon their 
ditties as a board. 

lath. All suins paid iuto the treasury of the Amer- 
ican colonization society shall be appiied, after de- 
fraying the expenses of collection of the sa:ne, and 
aratadle portion ef the subsisting debts of the so- 
ciety, to tue advancement, use, and benvcfit of the 
colony of Monrovia, and the agent of the society, 
or governor, shall reside therein. 

Ds. Reese, froin the reco.nmendatory committee 
on the subject of nominations, made a report; which 
was discussed. 

Mr. Mercer left the chair, which was taken by 
Mr. McKennan, of Penn, and moved to recommit 
the report; which motion was lost. 

Mr. Mercer then moved to amend the report; 
which motion was also lost. 

Tne society then proceeded to the election of offi- 
cers, and re-elected the present president and vice 
presidents, except Mr. McKim, of Md., a deceased 
Vice president. 

The following gentlemen were elected additional 
vice presidents, viz: 

Tue rev. Di. Laurie, the rev. Dr. Hawley, of the 
Distriet of Columbia, and the rev. Win. Wiwans, of 
Mississippi; on motion of Dr. Reese. 

_ Tae rev. Janes Boorinan, of New York; on mo- 
tion of Dr. Proudfit. 

Henry A. Foster, M, C. of New York; on motion 
of Mr. Stone. 

Dr. John Ker, of Mississippi, and Robert Camp- 
bell, of Georgia; on motion of Mr. Gurley. 

Peter D. Vrooin, of New Jersey; on motion of 
Dr, Bethune. 

Alexander Reed, of Washington courity, Pa.; on 
motion of Mr. McKennan. 

Ja.nes Garland, of Va.; on motion of Mr. Clarke. 

Rev. Tio nas Mortis, bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal ch ich of Orie, on motion of Mr. Gilder. 

The American coloniz ttiva society, under the new 
Organization, then inet. Present, 

Charles F. Mercer, M. C, from the Virginia colo- 
hization society. 

Dr. Spring, Mr. Phelps, Dr. Prondfit, Mr. Stone, 
and Dr. Reese, from the New York city coloniza- 
tion society. 

Dr. Bethune, Mr. Buchanan, and Mr. Colwell, 
froin the Pennsylvania colonization society. 

R:v Win. H. Gilder, froin the Young Men’s 
society of the Methodist Episcopal church, Ph la- 
delphia. 

Thos. L. McKennan, M.C. from the colonization 
society of Wasiiington county, Pennsylvania. 

M. S'. Ctair Clarke and P. R. Fendall, from the 
Washington city colonization society. 

Mr. Mercer of Virginta, was called to the chair. 

The following gentlemen were elected directors: 


Charles F Mercer and James Garland, from tie 
Virginia state renga 

Rev. (sardiner Spring, D. D. Rev. Alexander 
Proudfit, D. D. and Anson G. Phelps, from the New 
York ci y colonization society. 

G-orge W. Bethune, D. D. Thomas Buchanan, 
and Stephen Colwell, from the Pennsylvania coloni- 
zation society. 

Walter Jones and Francis 8. Key, from the Wash- 
ington city colonization society. : 

The soci-ty then adjourned to meet again on the 
thira Tuesday of January next. 


Thursday, December, 12, 1838. ‘The board of di- 
rectors met, und elected Samuel Wiikeson, Win. W 
Seaton, M. St. Ciair Clarke, Win L. Stone, and 
Thomas Buchanan, as members of the executive 
cominiltee; Ralph R. Gurley, to be corresponding 
secretary; Philip R. Feudall, to be recording secre- 
tary; and ecaph Gales, sen, to be treasurer. 

List of officers and directors of the American Coloni- 
zation Socrely for the ensuing year. 
PRESIDENT. 

Henry Clay, of Kentucky. 

Vice PRESIDENTS. 

1. John C. Herbert, of Maryland, 
2 Gencral John Mason, of Virginia. 
3. Samuel Bayard, of New Jersey. 
4. General John Hartwell Cocke, of Virginia. 
5. Daniel Webster, of Massachusetts. 
6. General Charles Fenton Mercer, of Virginia. 
7. Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D. of Connecticut. 
8. Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania. 
9. Philip E. Thoinas, of Maryland. 
10, John Cotton Smith, of Connecticut. 
11. Theodore Frelinghuysen, of New Jersey. 
12. Louis MeLane, of D-laware. 
13. J. H. McClure, of Kentucky. 
14 Gen. Alexander Macomb, of Dist. Columbia. 
15. Moses Alten, of New York. 
16. Gen. Walter Jones, of Dist. of Columbia. 
17. Francis 8. Key, of Dist. of Columbia. 
18. Samuel H. Sinith, of Dist. of Columbia. 
19. Joseph Gales, jr. of Dist. of Columbia. 
20. Right rev. Win. Mease, D. D. assistant bishop 
of Virginia. 
21. Alexander Porter, of Louisiana. 
22. Jotin MeDonough, of Lotisiana. 
23. Samuel L. Southard, of New Jersey. 
24. George Washington Lafayette, of France, 
25. Rev. Jaines O. Andrew, bishop of the Method- 
ist Episcopal church for Kentucky. 
26. Gen. Stephen Van Rensselaer, of New York. 
27. Willan Maxwell, of Virginia. 
28. Rev. Wilbur Fisk, D. D. of Connecticut. 
29. Elisha Whittlesey, of Ohio. 
30. Walter Lowrie, of Peansylvania. 
31. Jacob Burnet, of Ohio. 
32. Joshua Darling, of New Hampshire. 
33. Samuel Prentiss, of Ve mont. 
34. Stephen Duncan, M. D. of Mississippi. 
35. Win. C. Rives, of Virg:nia. 
36 Win. L. Marcy, of N-w York. 
37. Nicholas Brown, of Rhode Island. 
33. Rev. Janes Laurie, D. D of Dist. of Columbia. 
39. Kev. William Hawley, of Dist. of Columbia. 
40. Rev. William Winans, of Mississippi. 
41. Rev. James Boorinan. of New York. 
42. Henry A. Foster, of New York. 
43. John Ker, M. D. of Mississippi. 
44 Robert Campbell, of Georgia, 
45. Peter D. Vroom, of New Jersey. 
46. Alexander Reed, of Pennsylvania. 
47. James Garland, of Virginia. 
48. Rev. Thomas Morris, bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Ohio. 
Boarp or DirReEcTors. 
1. Charles Fenton Mercer, of Virginia. 
2. James Garland, of Virginia. 
3. Rev. Gardiner Spring, D. D. of New York. 
4. Rev. Alexander Prondfit, D. D. of New York. 
5. Anson G. Phelps, of New York. 
6. George W. Bethune, D. D. of Pennsylvania. 
7. Thomas Buchanan, of Pennsylvania. 
8. Stephen Colwell. of Pennsylvania. 
9. Walter Jones, of District of Columbia. 
10, Francis 8. Key, of District of Columbia. 
11. Thomas Corwin, of Ohio. 
12. Samson Mason, of Ohio 
13. John B. Aycrigg, of New Jersey. 
14. William Halsted, of New Jersey. 
Executive ComMITTEE. 
1. Samuel Wilkeson. 
2. William W. Seaton 
8. Matthew St. Clair Clarke. 
4. William L. Stone. 
5. Thomas Buchanan. 

6. Joseph Gales, sen. Treasurer. 

7. Ralph R. Gurley, Corresponding Secretary. 








8. Philip R. Fendali, Recording Seeretary. 


TWENTY FIFTH CONGRESS. 
THIRD SESSION—SENATE. 


December 17. Petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented by Messrs. Wall, Lyon, Benton, Wright, 
Preutiss, Tipion, Rives, Tulimadge, Clay, Merrick, 
and Strange. 

Mr. Benton, froin the committee on finanee, to 
which bad been referred the bill graduating the price 
of public lands, &e. with instructions to report its 
efiect upon the revenue in a financial point of view, 
made a report, stating in substa:.ce that— 


They had applied to the treasury department for 
information as to the probable financial etieel of the 
bill for reducing ind graduating the price of the 
public lands, and had been told that the tendeney of 
this b:il for several years would be materialiy to in- 
crease the revenue from the public lauds, in which 
opinion the committee concurred. They further 
stated that, according to estimates of the depart- 
nent. the operation of the so called compromise act 
onthe taritf would reduce the revenue froin enstoms 
by the year 1842, when it would bave arrived at its 
minimum effect, toten or twelve millions, and it 
would be therefore very desirable that the income 
trom the public lands should be large in order 1Wmeet 
the deficiency. The report also exhibited va- 
“ious statistical accounts and estinates, especially 
for the purpose of establishing these positions. 
The repurt concluded with an earnest recommenda- 
tiun of the passage of the bill as eminentiy benefical 
to the treasury, and coming at this time most sea- 
sonably to its aid; and also as being indirectly ad- 
vantageous in a high degree, by bringing under im- 
mediate cultivation many acres whieh now Lie Waste, 
and subjecting then to taxation as private property. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, it was ordered that 
10,000 extra copies be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

The bill to amend the act relating to copyrights 
was read twice, and referred, at the suggestion of 
Mr. Clay, of Ky., tothe committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. Benton introduced the following: 

Resolved, ‘Yivat the secretary of state report to the 
senate, at the commencément ef the next session of 
congress, the nature and extent of the privileges and 
resiricuons on the commerce, intercourse, and naviva- 
ton of the United Siates with all foreign natious, so as 
io show how far the commerce and navivation of this 
republic are favored aud encuuraged or burdened and 
resiricied in different countries. 

Also, that the president of the United S:ates be re- 
ee ed tv communicate the curre-pondence of com. 

uvrierin relatiun to the commerce with the ‘T'urkish 
dominions 26d the Pushalic of Egypt. 

On notion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, 

_ Resolved, That the committee on public Jands be 
ins:rucied to inquire into the expediency cf making 
provision by law tor the discontinuance of the office of 
surveyor generalin the several states embracing the 
public lands, as soon as the surveys, plats, &c. can be 
completed; and, also, to inquire into the expediency of 
abolishing land districts in which the public lands have 
been sold, or in which the sales have become inade- 
quate to defray the expenses of the public officers 
therein, or to annex such districts to otiers necessary 
‘0 he continued. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to postpone, tiil the further order of congress, the 
payment of the fourth instalime:t of the deposites 
with the states under the deposite act of 1836 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Clay, 
of Kentucky, to limit the postponement to the Ist 
of January, 1840, in order that the act mizht not 





be wholly destroyed, as was now proposed by the 


| bill— 


Mr. Preston said he almost regretted that the 


| question on the bill had been postponed, as he now 
, had really very little or nothing to say upon it. He 


would state, however, that he had two objects in 
asking that the question might be postponed till to- 
day, one of which was to prevent any misapprehen- 
sion of his position in regard toit. He had approved 
of the act of 1836 most heartily as an act of d posite 
of the surplus with the st-tes; but if he had 
viewed it as a distribution act, he would have hesi- 
tated much more in giving it his support, er rather 
he would have urged it with much less zeal than he 





did on that occasion; for although he was aware 
that there wonk! be a surplus, of which it might be 
desirable to get clear at all hazards, yet he would 
have acted with more hesitation if he had consider- 
ed the act as one of distribution; and what he had 
said when this bill was up before, related to the act 
of 1836 when regarded as a distribution act, to get 
rid of the surplus revenue, and not to place it ina 
position from which it might be recalled when it 
might be wanted. The reason why Mr P. was 
disposed in any way to make a post fucto condem- 








nation of that act was, that the senate had already 
condemned it as a deposite act, for when ina great 


| exigency of the government Mr. P. had proposed to 


recall the money, Le found ue one to 


— ene ae " Sesiaaita tiie certian a D 
An ETE EM. Ba oxd at : 2 Jn ee Sti sd mae 


et ee ee 


eB 


pee 


— 


Brice) 


sk eo 


Nii 


erties 


RON tego 


puma iggne® 


: 
t 
: 
; 
i 


: 

‘ 
ib! 
ti 


6 SE 
arn we 


ps a apis emg oa 













































































TE aa aaah AAI OBR HAS APN PR aT SN RR OP 


LAP OPS ay TT 


J 


ee 
2 


se ad 


seed 4 ‘ : . pers, 8 eee Peed a ee 
ais ; a — » . Nee ne 
ms : . yrs Te ew . ere - 
ee ee ee eee ren eae vate orgs ‘ ie sea - , 
yi rma : , . rope = aia Se = r i oe 
_ a a tam gas ase i — ae int i 2 pias ea hee eben tH 
¥ = mt MSs I tS _ ee ” 7 


wtimposas 





a a onl Fees eee 


r ae 
eens pee ti Sn 


eee, 


— ena 
ee 


att NS a et me 

















Seni ewe. 










266. 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 22, 1838—-CONGRESS. 





ue 





oy 





and the sénate almost unanimously decided that it 
should wot then be recalled, 

It had been said by the senator from Virginia 
(Mr. Rives) that thé proper exigency for recalling 
this money had not yet occurred; because, if it hal 
been recalled in the depressed and calainitous cir- 
cumstances of the country which existed at the 
time when Mr. P. proposed it, it would have been 
injurious to the states and the people; but, said the 
gentlemen, in case of war, especially a European 
war, it would then be fit and proper to recall it. But 
if it would have been injurious to recall it in a time 
of profound peace, and when the main resources of 
the people were not embarrassed, how mich greater 
would be the injury of recalling it under all the 
calainities and embarrassments of war, when every 
resource would be either shut up or embarrassed? 
Would the gentleman call for it then? 

The truth was this: At the period when Mr. P. 
proposed to recall this money, the country was 
otherwise under the necessity of creating a national 
debt, which Mr. P. regarded as one of the greatest 
ot all calamities; and to avoid that, and to prevent 
enhancing the duties and other revenues of the 
country, and ata time, too, when the states might 
readily have used their credit to meet the deinand 
for this money, congress, at the last session, refused 
to call for it, and created a national debt, which 
actually existed at this time. It was true this debt 
was in itself but a sinall affair; but, by the manner 
of incurring it, the principle was established that 
congress would incur a national debt, and pay the 
interest upon it, rather than this money should be 
recalled froin the states. It had been one of Mr. P.’s 
objects, in supporting that act, to arouse the states, 
and obtain their intervention to correct evils pre- 
cisely analogous to this. Bat this hoped effect had 
not been realized. 





| 


or the arajority were disposed to gotn any direc. { The bill was then ordered to be engros 


tion, they held the means of success in their own 
hands, and the minerity could not sacceed in op- 
posing thein. Mr. P. therefore objected wholly to 
throwing this responsibility on the minority. 


In relation to the charges of the senator in regard 
to Mr. P.’s prodigality, he said it was well known 
that he was one of the very strictest in maintaining 
the necessity and propriety of economy in the go- 
vernment. He had indeed voted for small suins, to 
satisfy the just claims of private individuals, and he 
would do so, even if it were necessary by doing it 
to incur a national debt. He would never, in an 
case, refuse the payment of an honest debt, Nor 
had he ever proposed or approved a nigzard and 


fallacious economy, which would defeat its own} 


ends. He was willing that the appropriations 
should reach twelve or fifteen millions, which 
were considered on all sides to be necessary. But, 
instead of this, congress had came tozether, from 
all quarters, at the last session, exclaiming, with 
one voice, against the extravagance of the go- 
vernment, and were to cut it down by common 
consent, and they finally adjourned, with appro- 
priations to the aiount of $40,000,000, and had 
borrowed money to carry this prodigality into effect. 


Mr. P. had at a former session proposed to ap- 
propriate $500,000 for certain books and pictures. 
But the books he thought very cheap, and be deem- 
ed it econoinical to get them, for it was a fact that 
the books now in the library of congress had cost 
the average of three dollars per volume. This li- 
brary in Italy, Mr. P. said, would bave been a no. 
ble monuinent; and would have filled up the library of 
congress, and thus indirectly have propagated a spirit 
of learning through the country, and the people of the 


Congiess, on the contrary, had | country would here have obtained an amount and 


taken the very opposite course of extravagance, and variety of information which they could not get in 


had already commenced a debt, by the extension of | 


which this course of prodigality might be maintain- 
ed; and it was obvious now that congress were timid 
in regard to recalling this money, feeling themselves 
under restraints which made them cautious. 
gentleinen had, from the first, regarded it as a gifl to 


| 
| 


Some | and enlighted legislation. 


all the libraries of the country put together. Mr. 

. had often felt, and he was sure other mewbers 
had felt, that there was now a great deficiency of 
the ineans of information here necessary to correct 
Besides, he did not pro- 
pose to purchase these books on his own judgment, 


the states; and others, who once viewed it didzrently, but that an appropriate commitiee should examine 


were now willing that it should be so. 


Mr. P.| the subject, and act accordingly. 


Mr. P. thought 


thought, therefore, it was an evil policy, and calcn- | such works would be preferable, as an ornainent to 


lated to cause a delusion in the community, to con-- 


tinue this act any longer on the statute books, since 
it was now intended that it never should be executed. 
It had been supposed that, in case of war, this money 
woul! be called for. But the difficulties of doing so 
would be immense. Mr, P. was utteriy against these 
delusions. The act had performed a very tnportant 
function; it bad relieved the country of au over- 
whetning surplus; but it had done nothing more, nor 
would it, unless, as had been suggested, it possibly 
might in a time of war. 

Ar. P. did not therefore reprobate the act; he only 


} 
| 


the halls of congress, to the gold and tinsel which 
were now exhibited. It was a sort of extrava- 
gance, if it conld be so called, with which he was 


willing to be charged, and, with all saitable appro- 


priations to the army, navy, and other necessary in- 
stitutions, would redound to the honor and glory of 
the country. But he was unwilling to encourage 
extravagant expenditures by harbors, light houses, 
nseless fortifications, and by sub-treasurers, who 
were to walk off with a large portion of the revenne. 
When the senator from North Carolina and his 
friends should act accoring to these principles, Mr. 


said it would be vain to hold out any delusive pros- P. would be found with them. 


pect to the states that this instalment would ever be 


Mr. Brown responded briefly to Mr. Preston. He 


aid, and the sooner this matter should be defiuitive- | 84d bis remarks charging members of the opposi- 


y settled the better. 

The senator from North Carolina had made some 
remarks to which Mr. P. did not feel very specially 
called on to reply. But that senator had reiterated 
here the doctrine that the minority were responsible 
for th: deeds of the governinent, and that on their 
shoulders rested all the reproach of the government 
having done or not done this, that, and the other. 
But how preposterous was such a principle! What! 
with the power which they held here, were they re- 
sponsible for the acts of the administration? Would 
gentlenen turn round and reproach them for voting 
for measures, when those measures were concocted 
by the departinent? Would he hold that a small ini- 
nority were responsiMe tor those measures? Nay, 
more; he uot only held them responsible for the active 

art which they imight take as a iminority, but he 
eli thei responsible both for carrying and for not 
carrying the approved measures of the administra- 
tion, for if the administration failed to pass their 
measures, the responsibility of the whole failure was 
thrown on the ininority. Li the measure was bad, 
and carried into eifect, the minority were made re- 
sponsible, and if it were good, and failed to be car- 
ried, they were also responsible for the failure. Thus 
the whole responsibility of the executive and the 
majority, whenever it was convenient, was thrown 
upon the minority. _ | 

Bat Mr. P. maintained that the true doctrine of 
responsibilty was precisely the reverse, and that in 
general the majority were the responsible party. I! 
prodigality prevailed, they were accountable for it. 
The $49,000,000 of the last year were to be set 
down to the account of the administration and the 
majofity, not because individuals in the minority 
might not, on some occasions, vote tor those mea- 
sures which were founded on the estimates of the 
departments, but because, when the administration 


i 
} 








tion with extravagance were designed chiefly to re- 
pelthe charge that for the whole extravagance of 
the government the administration and the majority 
were responsible, whereas Mr. B. held that the op- 
position were in part answerable. It was true that 
estiinates had been obtainéd from the departments, 
on which congress appropriations were founded; but, 
for the last two or three years, the appropriations 
had exceeded those estimates annually by some eight 
or ten millions; and Mr. B. still maintained what he 
said before, that two-thirds of the extravagant ap- 
propriations, for the last eight or nine years, had 
been voted tor by members of the opposition. 

Mr. B. insisted that congress had not the power to 
appropriate a dollar for pictures. He argued that 
the sub-treasurers who had lately run off with the 
public money would not and could not bave done so 
under the genuine sub-treasury, because their books 
and vaults would have been subject to constart. in- 
spection. But these defauiters had escaped under 
the state bank deposite system, and the banking svs 
tem was therefore responsible for all these losses, be 
cause they had enabled the government officers to 
perpetrate these frauds. 


The vote-was now taken on Mr. Clay’s amend- 
ment to limit the postponement ofthe instalment 
to the Istof January, 1840; and it was lost as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, of Ky., Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, “Merrick, 
Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Sinith, of Ind., 
Spence. Swift, Tailnadge; Tipton—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Clay, of Ala., Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Preston, Roane, Robinson, Smith, of Conn., Strange, 
Walker, Wall, Williams, of Me., Williams, of Miss., 
Wright, Young—26. }j 
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third reading without a division. 


The bill wnaking appropriations for the completion | 


of the Cumberland road, in the states of idiana and 
Illinois, &c. was made the special order for Wednes 
day next. . . 

The bill appropriating moneys for the completion 
of certain roads coinmenced by the United States in 
Michigan was advocated and explained by Mr 
Lyon, and the question of its engrossiment taken he 
yeas and nays, when there appeared 16 ayes and 1@ 
noes. ‘The Chair voting in the negative, the motion 
was lost. 

Mr. Morris gave notice that, on to-morrow, he 
would move for a reconsideration of this vote. 

The bill to prevent the counterfeiting Of foreien 
coin and for the punishment thereof, and the bil] 
more eifectually-to provide for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States, tozethe; 
with a few private bills, were severally ordered to q 
third reading, and, after a short executive session 
the senate adjourned. 


December 18 Petitions and memorials were pre. 
sented by Messrs. Clayton, Roane, Tipton, and Fulton, 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition from professor 
John P. Espy, of Philadélphia, stating that he had 
discovered the means of making it rain in tracts of 
country, and proposing to make the experiment at 
his own expense, provided, if he succeeded, tha! con. 
gress would give him a premium ef so much for five 
niles, and at a like ratio for any greater extent of 
service. The petitioner professed still higher powers, 
viz.: to raise, at his pleasure, the Ohio river. 

Mr. B. bore testimony to the respectability and 
attainments of this geutleman, but adinitted that he 
had nof full faith in his powers. 

Mr, Beuton moved that the petitioner have leave 
to withdraw his papers. 

Mr. Buchanan moved its reference to the commit. 
tee on agriculture. 

Mr. Crittenden expressed his alarm at the sugges- 
tion that the Ohio river was to be put under the care 
of an individual with such extraordinary powers; be- 
cause, if he succeeded, he might ina fit of misan- 
throphy, involve us all in eternal clouds, and even 
bring on another flood to desolate the earth! Unless 
the petitioner could show that he could also remedy 
those evils, and manufacture sunshine as well as 
rain, Mr. C. would rather not go on with these haz- 
ardeus experiments. 

Mr. Niles was also opposed to thei; for, said he, 
he who could create could also destroy, and we inight 
be involved in general destruction. If, however, the 
memorial should be sent to any committee, it ought 
to go to that on finance, for he considered it part and 
parcel of the paper system. 

The petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wright from the committee on finance, re- 
ported back the house b'll making part al appropria 
tions for the years 1838-9, [viz: the bill to pay the 
compensation and mileage of the members, and the 
contingent expenses of congress. ] 

Mr. Wall moved to amend it by inserting at the 
end of the bill, ‘sand for the revolutionary pensions. 
under the act of the 7th July, 1838, the sum of two 
hundred and fifty thousand di Hars.” 

On this preposition a debate arose, which ran 
through the day, wherein the whole pension system 
was rev ewed; but the principal ground of oppositica 
was the incongruity of appending it to a bi.l of this 
character. Messrs. Wall, Wright, Benton, Calhoun, 
Davis, Buchanan, Morris, Crittenden, Strange,Pierce, 
and Alien, took part in the discussion, in the course 
of which 

Mr. Crittenden moved to amend the amnendment by 
inserting, “and provided, further, that the aet of July 
7, 1838, be repealed alter the 3d of March, 1839.” 

The senate adjourned without taking the ques 
tion. 

December 19. The hon. R. M. Jahnson, vice 
president of the United States, appeared to-day and 
took the chair. : 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 
Messrs. Lumpkin, Wright, Merrick, Preston, avd 
Rives. 

Mr. Tallmadge gave notice that he would to-mor: 
row ask leave to bring in a bill for the abolishment 
of imprisonment for debt in certain cases, 

Mr. Tipton, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported the bill without amendment, to establish 
an Indian territory west of Missouri and Arkansas. 

Mr. Young, from the commnittee on roads and ¢a- 
nals, reported the bill to grant to the state of Illl- 
nois the right of way through the public lands, with 
an amendment, which was read. ; 

Mr. Rives, from the committee on naval affairs 
reported, without amendment, the bill to regulate 
the pay of masters in the navy. ; 

Also, a bill to explain and amend the fifth sectien 
of the act of 1834 for the better organization of the 
Viuted States marine corps. 


Sed for q_ 
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Se {r Clay, of Alabama, frei the cominitiee on ther the identical moneys deposited have continued to ihe SHVE@Fr<COLN of Mexico ‘and olber countries to legal 
lor a - jands, reported the bill relinguisning to the | be held by the banks, whether the drafis of the treasury cireulation within the United Siates, passed’ June, 1834. 
pire ta \iabauma the two per cent. fund without department that have been drawn on those deposites | 2d. The amwunt of gold coined at the mint and its 
etion fate of < ; . | have been paid‘in the specific moneys deposited, and | branches since the gold bill of 1834 took effect, distin- 
a and Ae anes from the same committee, reported whether the balances remaining are part and parcel of | guishing the bullion from which the same was coined, 
hes. Bf...77 foe ee tl ptatsleut to dell coctain lead the very moneys originaily deposited. so as to show how much foreign gold, how much from 
pili authorizing Aa pies ilo On motion of Mr. Benton, United States coins of the former standard, and how 
etion a3 in Illinots, ied ties mneied dadatatidin Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- | much from gold of the United States mines, 31. ‘The 
es in Mr. Buchanan denaidavaiioh at this cs *| rected to report to the senate general statements in re- annual average amount of the notes of the late Bank ot 
Mr asked for its considera ee lation to the salt duties, the importation of foreign salt, | the United States in circulation during the existence of 
ibe resolved, That the committee on ove a a4 e = and the use of foreign salt free of duty in the fisheries | said bank. 
y noted to inquire Lnto the expediency of providing for | of the United States; and, also, in the beef and pork On motion of Mr. Norvell, 
il 16 consiruction of one or more steain-vessels of war, | trade: showing, Ist. The quantity of salt annually im-| Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
tion e employed in the navat service, ’ ‘ ported into the United States since 1789, and the places | structed to inquire into the expediency of making ap- 
[r. B. explained as a reason fcr the introduction whence imported, with the total value thereof fromeach | propriations for the improvement of the harbors of 
> he nis resolution the fact, that it wasa subject which | place, and the average original cost thereof per bushel, | Brest, Port Sheldon, and New Buffalo, in. the state of 
- occupied attention both in France aud Eng- | and the average market price in New York. 2d. The | Michigan; and also into the expediency of making an 
‘eign 4, where, it was thought, this class of vessels | annual amount of drawback ofduties paid on sal!, and | appropriation for the construction of a pier and beacon 
> bill uld supersede all others in naval warfare. If|1 curing fish, beef, and pork for export, and of boun- | light at Mackinaw, for the reinoval of a bar in Lake 
nt of osition should prove correct, our country | "es and allowances on fishing vessels in lieu of a draw- | George, in the straits of St. Mary’s, and for the re- 
ther id be placed in a perilous cundition in case of a back of the salt duty, and as a commutation and equi- | moval of obstructions to navigation at the mouth of the 
to a u th dither of Mood batons and theréfore, te valent therefor, so as to show the annual amount of the river St. Clair, in that state. 
: rwith er lis dttentian ta th biect i salt tax refunded or commuted to the owners of fishex-| The senate resumed the consideration of the re- 
Sion, shed to direct public atteation to the subject in ported; and, also, the amount et the tax refunded te} solution submitted yesterday by Mr. Rives, anda 
e. the exporters of beef and pork, so long as beef and pork protracted and interestitig debate in which Messrs. 
pre: {r. Benton remarked that the subject was not enjoyed that benefit. 3d. 'The same amount computed Rives, Wright, Niles, Crittenden, aud Culhoun, par- 
ilton y in our legislation, for it had elicited two re-| in bushels of salt, so as to show the annual quantity of ticipated, it was adopted, and then 
’ Sa . ° 1 P , S > 
eSsor ts from the military committee of the senate and | salt free of duty which has been used and allowed for The senate adjourned. 
had re than one recom:nendation from the war de-jin the fisheries to the present time; and, also, in the 
‘ts of tment. beef and pork trade, oe echyoke ay ehty beef and pork 
nt at {r. Buchanan was aware of that, but those re- eee risky thy taal bi nseorce HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Con ts had reference only to the coast defence. The) J oied to inquire into the expediency of providing for|.. 77#4¢y, December 14. [Sketch of the debate on 
five estion was not that which related to steam batte- | j1, appointment of a minister resident at Constantinople | the point of order whether, under the resolution 
nt of s on shore, but to steam vessels of war to move | i ctead of a charge d’affaires. ordering all petitions on the subject of abolition on 
Vers, oad and act upon the ocean, and on that point} “ Ajso, that the committee on commerce be instructed | the table, a member can object to their reception on 
navy department and the navy committee had | to jnquire into the expediency of allowing a salary in | presentation.] 
- and far been silent. In England it was no longer a | addition to fees to the United States consul at the same} Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, rose to present 
at he pject of inquiry and experiment, but they were | place. , ; . ,|sundry petitions on the subject of the abolition of 
ually training their officers tothe management| The following bills were severally read the third slavery in the District of Columbia, the slave trade, 
neve steain vessels of war. time and passed: For the relief of Wm. East; to} go. 
r, Davis concurred in all Mr. Buchanan said of | prevent the counterfeiting of foreign coin; to amend Mr. Wise objected to their reception, and made 
mit importance of this inquiry, and hoped the com- | the act to punish certain crimes against the United | the point of order whether the last of the series of 
ttee would go fully into its investigation. States; confirming the sales of certain reservations; | Wr, Athertou’s resolutions did authorize the recep- 
709. he resolution was agreed to nem. diss. granting to the county of Kalamazoo, in Michigan, tion of these petitions. 
care Mr. Rives submitted the following resolution, | the right of pre-emption to a certain quarter sec-| Tne Chair said this question had been decided 
; be. pich lies on the table one day: tion; for the relief of John Newton and Jean B. | at the second session of the 24th congress, On a re- 
[sane Resolved, ‘I’nat the secretary of the treasury commu- Valle; to require the holding of a court at Jackson > | versal of the decision of the chair at that time, upor 
even ate to the senate, at asearly a day as pracucable, the |in Tennessee; to postpone the further payment of | ay appeal therefrom, by a vote of—ayes 56, nays 147. 
alone ormation called for under the following heads ol the fourth instalment to the states. 1 In view of that decision the chair now felt constrain- 
nedy quiry: = Several private bills were advanced a stage, and | « to put a similar construction upon the present 
u 1. ‘The period at which the third bond of the Bank | = ‘The senate adjourned. burs ! bsg 
I as di wg then aay ale ae oat mph J bet : order, and thereby overrule the point made by the 
the United States, sold to that institution, amounting D ber 20. Petit { ld & » ' Rag lp 
hav. é ph ~ppanapagee slp a hi ‘= ecember 20. Petitionsand memorials were pre- | gentleman froin Virginia, 
$2,251,871 33, was placed to the credit of the trea sented by Messrs. Roane, Williams, of Mississippi, |> ar r re 
er on the books uf the bank; the terms on which It | Wrish fe py miggais P asy , SsissipPts | Mr. Wise said he knew that, under the resolu- 
i he, 3 negociated, the person acting on behalf of the right, wn oun, an rentiss. 7 tions adopted in previous years, these petitions had 
tight nk, with whom the negotiation was made, the A humoer of private bills were reported. ‘been received. But this was a new resolution. 
~ the rticulars of any understanding or agreement that Mr. Rives brought in the bill to establish and re- | The Chair said it amounted to the same thing. 
ught » proceeds of the same should be left on deposite | gulate the navy rations, and for other purposes. |They were substantially and almost in the identical 
+ and th the said bank until wanted in the ordi-| Mr. Brown introduced a bill supplementary to | phraseology. 
ry disbursements of the goverament; and what ua- | the act establishing branches of the mint. | Mr. Wise. Well, then, if that be the decision of 
standing “A eka Chaka a tad has ronan Reamer Mr. Morris, on the ground, as he stated, of a con- the chair, in order to test the sense of the house, I 
re- fpr, Borde: reread age sam Bee te cee n Tan | Stitutional objection to the bill, moved to reconsi- take an appeal, having no other inode of reaching it; 
Sy p transfer of money it should make to distant places | 4. the yote of yesterday on the passave of the bill | “be 5 5? 
pra account of the government. t as t the plant fii, > of ae aia 7 Ol LU at and also call for the yeas and nays; which were sub- 
y the . The period whea the sum of $1,600,000, in part | °° ye ovid far ti ‘ial Ss . pe FS arian f “sequently ordered. Now, [added Mr. W.] I wish 
1 the yment of the second bond of the Bank of the United to provide for the punishinent thereof, which, alter gentlemen to come up to their own construction of 
tes, was placed to the credit of the treasurer by that | 2 few reinarks frou Mr. Strange in support of the | their own resolution. He himself believed the de- 
t the nk;and the nature of the agreement or understand- | Motion, was acquiesced in. cision of the chair to be in conformity with the reso- 
ions. ghad in reference to the payment of a part ot said} On motion of Mr. Smith, of Ind. lution; but he had taken the appeal, that the opinion 
two nd before, and of another part afer, it became due. | Resolved, That tne committee on commerce inquire | of each member night. be known. Mr. W. then 
3. Whether any sum or sums of the public money | into the expediency of so amending the act of the 7th ‘went into asuccinct history of the proceedings on 
an ive been deposited in the Bank of the United States | July, 1833, *’T’o provide for the better security of the ‘the several resolutions on this subject, from Mr. 
a er than those derived from payment or sale of its | lives of passengers on board vessels propelled in whole | Saeviats ant ter Pindkands acieel { fe 
re nds; if so, the amount and date of each deposite, | or in part by steam,” as to provide that every captain, |“ “'*! § ant Sivqowel lt Bren eee, Be.  SeTee 
itien id by whom and by whose authority and diréction | engineer, pilot, or other person employed in navigating | ‘he matter to a select cominittee, down to those of 
this ey were made. any steamboat or vessel propelled in whole or in part | the latter gentlemen, Mr. Hawes and Mr, Patton 
LOUN, ie aggregate balance standing weekly to the | by steam, who shall wilfully increase and confine the | inaking, ev fempore, a final disposition of abolition 
lerce, edit of the treasurer in the bank of the United States, | steam of such boat or vessel with intent to propel her | papers. 
purse branches or agencies; whether subject to draft or | at a speed greater than her ordinary speed, on any pre-| The question now involved, according to Mr. W. 
b'; as well as the weekly aggregate balance in the | text whatever, or who shall wilfully run such boat or) was this: Was the preseniation of a petition, under 
it by rasury from the time the first deposite was made in | vessel at a speed greater than her ordinary speed| Mr, Atherton’s resolution, a reception of ittR— 
July esaid bank of moneys arising from the payment or | against or with any other boat or vessel, at a trial of | gouthern gentlemen who voted for that resolution 
Por le of its bends up to the present period. __ | speed, although no explosion or loss of life shall oceur | had declared to hitn that. the readintian 4it hol ae 
9. A list of all the branches or ageucies of the said | thereby, shall be guilty of a high misdemeanor, and. on | Pp rf ¥* f aboliti ae By 
jues ank of the Tnited States on which the treasury de- | conviction, shall be fined in any sum not exceeding five | COS"!Se the reception of abolition petitions. Now 
, irtment has drawn drafts; the amountof public moneys | thousand dollars. And, also, that said committee in- | he wished them to stand by that decision. If, on 
vice sted to be placed at cach, aid of the drafts severally | quire into the expediency of requiring a printed copy of | the contrary, this house does affirm that that resolu- 
and awn on them, and the rates of exchange between | the above entitled act, and the amendmenis that may | ton recognises the reception of these petitions, then 
hiladelphia and each of the places to which sums} be made thereto, to be kept at all times in a public part the whole ground is gone, and the abolitionists have 
| by ere ordered to be transferred. ji of the cabin of such boat or vessel, for the inpection of | lriusinphed; because if you may receive petitions, 
and 6. The amount, so far as it can be conveniently as- | the passengers. _you way refer them, and referring, you may report 
tained, that has been drawn from the Bank of the; On motion of Mr. Benton, lon thein—unfavorably, you may say—but if you 
mor: ary pea its > sng or agencies, po Neg of <n ee That the me of the ve jog States be | have the power to report at all, you may report fa- 
ank, for paying Indian annuities, or other claims of | requested to cause to be communicated to the senate | ya. ; Senrahiy Thid te wane 
nent Hi, indians ‘on the government, or for defraying the se 5 of all the orders and instructions issued from | vorably as ” ell ” unta\ ory. de he repe alee 
3 Kpenses attending the removal of the Indians: and in| Washington city by heads of departments, heads of | #@¥V¢ Up the whole ground to the abo HOMIES 7 
airs, ieneral the nature of the “arrangements,” if any, | bureaus, and the postmaster general, relative to the |OW® candid opinion was that the wording of the 
lish made for the more distant public disbursements in the | kind of money and hank notes which might be paid out | Pesolution laying the petitions on the table did re- 
sas. Otes of the bank,” together with all the correspond- | on account of the United Srates or the post office de- | cognise their reception. Now he would ask the 
| ca- nce, agreements, and instructions, given or entered | partment since the 14th day of April, 1814, when con- | south if this was the compact, if this was the boon 
[lli- to, connected with any or all the heads of inquiry | gress, by law, forbid any bank note to be “offered” in | which, at last, the south had gained from a northern 
with d0Ve stated, . payment on public acconnt, in any case whatever, ex- | party witb southern principles? If this be the com- 
Also, that he communicate the nature of the ar-| cept of the character and description defined. Also, | pact, viz: to recognise the jurisdiction of congress 
airs engements made with him by those banks in which, | that the secretary of the treasury communicate to the |p ver the sabieét of slavace * directia int 
scording te. hia epest of the Sa : Sectheoe 70 “erp an aoe Fit . ; * | over the sabj slavery, except directly in the 
late «ing to. his repors oF the wd Tastamt, prions of the | senate, atter. the mint returns «tthe present year are re- | .),yeholding states, itis a compact nothing better 
ublic moneys have been “placed to the credit of the | ceived, statements showing, Ist. The amount of im- | than abolition it if I 8 
ae tt mutes on special depasites,” the kinds of money in | ports and exports of gold and silver coin and bullion | “The Chair reca itulated all the auestions that had 
“the hich the said “special deposites” were made, whether | since the passage of the act for correcting the standard me apit the question 
: Ne Same were entered on the books of the bank, whe- | of the gold coins of the United States, and for admitting ' arisen, and the decisions on tle similar points, under, 
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the four resolutions:referred to above, in all of which 
the uniforin construction had been that the resolu- 
tion or order, the same as that now in force, disposed 
of the petitions on presentation, and that the question 
of reception could not be caised at that time. 

Me, Rives expressed his deep regret that, after the 
aloption of Mr. Athertou’s resolutions, any farther 
exciteinent should have sprung up in that house. 
H+ had been of opinion that, under these resolu- 
tious, they could have got pn quietly and tranqnilly 
during the rest of the session, and he believed every 
person acqniesced in them; he believed every 
man in the slaveholding states, with the exception of 
a few fanatics— 

The Chair arrested Mr. Ras transgressing the 
liini!s uf the question of order. 

Me. Rives would cheerfully yield submission to 
the chair. Thea, continned Mr. R. the gentleman 
who made this appeal hiunself concurred with the 
speaker, and why, then, persist in it? He ought not 
to have made it. 

Mr. R’s conviction was that the chair ought to 
be sustained, and his impression was that the only 
way by which the gentleman could have attained 
his object, was by a direct motion to reject, and 
not to have brought up the subject of resolutions 
already agonted. Mr. R. honed the yeas and nays 
would be ordered, and in voting he would endeavor 
to sect his colleagne an example, by responding 
When bis name was called, 

Mr. Piclkens maintained that there was a wide 
distinction b-tween the present resolution or order 
and these adopted in former years. He diitered 
with Mr. Wise in the view of it, contending that 
the words “without further action thereon,” created 
this distinction, aud Jeft the question of roception 
untouched, There was even a still prior prelimi: 
nary question, uniforinly acted on in the British 
parliament, from which their ler parliameataria 
way derived, but which had been leit unnoticed by 
Mr. Jeiterson, viz: the leave to present. 
the first question, and then came the qnestion of 
reception, The meinber holding the paper makes 
no motion to that effect, but the chair was bound 
to present the quesiion to the house for its deci- 
F100, 

The gentleman from Virginia had alluded to a 
compact. Mr. P. couid assure the gentleman that 
he had consulted no iman, in or out of the house, 
but tis own colleagnes, : 

Mr. P. then bri-Ay recapitnulated the course be- 
fore taken by the house, and insisted that the 
question of rejection was never decided accordins 
to strict parlia nentary usage. It was lefi in abey- 
anc’, for when it was rais‘d it was iminediately 


followed up by amotion to lay on the table, ahd 


thus the whole matter was disposed of. He agreed 
with the gentleman froin Virginia that the question 
of reception was one of vital importance to the 
south, and one which he would never surrender. 
The clanse he had referred to preserved that ques- 
tion, and but for that be should not have voted for 
Mr. Atherton’s resolutions. — 

Mr. Robertson had voted for that resolntion with 
the impression that it did not conclude the question 
of reception, but left it open in the event that ‘far. 
ther action” should b» pro osed on thes» petitions, 
He thonzht the chair right in deciding that the 
q:estion of reception.conld not now be entertained, 
but that the memorials must go .on the table. 
Bit if the house should decide on further action on 
then, woald the chair consider it precluded froin 
raising the question of reception? | 

Tae chair said it had not so decided. When the 
question should coiwe up, it would be titne enough 
to decide it. 

Mr. Robertson expressed himself satisfied with 
that view of tne point, concurring, as it did, with 
his own. 

Mr. Glascock agreed with Mr. Wise in his mo- 
tion, and was also of opinion that the construction 
given to Mr. Atherton’s resolution by the chair, 
was in strict coitor.nity not only with its own ob- 
vious meaning, but according to the spirtt and in- 
tent of the whole of the other siutilar resolutions. 4 





That was! 








In looking at this resolution, it will be found that) 
all memorials, ete on the subject of slavery or’ 
abolition, ete., shall be laid on the table without be- | 
ing printed, referred, or any farther action thereon. 
Now when that resolution was presented for con- 
sideration, he took the sarne position he had always | 
maintained on questions of this kind hefore, and 
declined voting pou it, ove way or the other, un- 
til he coul-l examine and judge for hiinself whe- 
ther it couid bear such a constraction as to recog- 
nize the reception of petitious. He believed it 
did ad.nit of that construction, and therein he dif 
fered with his friend fron South Carolina. [Mr. 





Pickens.] It seemed to Mr. G. that, when a peti- 
tion was presented and then ordered to lie on the 


received. The act of disposing of a paper after 
presentation, presupposd its reception by the body 
making a disposition of it. Any other construction 
would be to render the resolution itself a were nul- 
litv. This seemed to him one of the plainest pro- 
positions ever presented to a deliberative asseimbly. 
The laying on the table was no preliminary stage, 
but a final disposition of a subject, or tantamount 
tu it, beeause no further action could be had thereon 
but by a suspension of the ruies. No disposition 
conld be made ofa subject unless it was in the pos- 
session of the house, and to be in their possession, 
it must have been received. He contended that 
the resolution would have borne this construction 
without the words “further action,” which necessa- 
rily implied previous action; but those words put it 
beyond donbt. He refused to vote for Mr. Pinck- 
ney’s resolution, because it recognized the recep- 
tion of petitions, and he had declined voting for Mr. 
Atherton’s on the saine ground. 

Mr. Craig considered Mr. Wise’s ground to be 
the true one, viz: that the presentation of a petition, 
which presentation resulted in its being laid on the 
table, was in effect, to put that petition in posses- 
sion of the house, for he was at a loss to perceive 
how it could get there without being reeeived, 
Still, however, he denied foto calo, that it was a 
concession to the petitioners of their right to peti- 
tion. It was, on the contrary, a virtual denial of 
their right, and a rejection of their memorial. If he 
understood the speaker’s decision rightly, it was 
this: that when a petition gets on the table, the 
question of its reception cannot be raised, because 
pro tanto it is already received and disposed of, and 
that deejsion he shouid sustain. 

Mr. Tuylor said the case appeared so clear that 
there was not even a point left to hang an argument 
upon, aud therefore he demanded the previous ques- 


| tion, which was sustained, 


The decision of the chair was affirmed by the 
house—veas 185, nays 6, as follows: 

Yi AS—Messrs. J. W Allen. Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Averigg, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, 
Bicknell, Biddle. Birdsall. Bond, Bouldin. Brives, Brod. 
head, Bronson. Buchanan, Bynum, J. Calhoon, Cane 
breleng. John Campbell, Wiliam B. Campbell, Casey, 
Chaney. Chapman,Cheatham, Clark, Cleaveland, Clow- 
ney, Coffin, Coles, Connor. Corwin, Craiv, Crarv, Cran- 
stun, Cartis, Cushing, Cashman, Darlington, Dawson, 
D vee, Davies, Deberry, De Graff, Dromgoole, Dunn, 
Kimore, Evans. Everett, Farrineton, Fairfield, Isaae 
Fetcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry. Gallup, James Guriand, 
Giddings, Glaseock, Goode, J mex Graham, Wi'liam 
Graham Grantla:d, Grant. Gray, G-enneil, Griffin, 
Hedley Halstead Hanmond, Hamer, Harrison, Harper, 
Hawes, Haynes, Henry. Herod. Hoit, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Hubley. William FH. Uunter, Ingham. Thomas B. 
Jackson, Jibez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph John- 
son, William Cost Jshnson, Nathaniel Jones. John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble. Ke inedy. Klingensmith, Legare, 
Leadbetier, Lewis, Lincoln, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, 
Marvin, James M. Mason. Simson Mason. Martin, 
Maury, Mav, Mixwell. MeKoy, R-bert M Ciellan, 
Abraham McClellan, McClure, WeKernan, Merefee, 
Mercer, Miligan, Moatgomery, Moore, Morgan, S. W. 
Morris Calvary Morris, Marray, Naylor, Noble, Noveg, 
O sle, Parker, Parinen‘er, Parris, Pavnter, Pearce, Peck, 
Pckens, A. Piumer. P otts, Pratt, Putnam, Randolph, 
Reed, Reily, Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, John Robertson, 
kK Robins -n, Russell, Sawyer, Sheffer, A. H. Shepperd, 
C. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, S blevy, Snyder, South- 
vate, Spencer. S:uart, Sione, S:ratton, Swearingen, 
Tailaferro, Taylor, Thomas, T!inghast. Titus, Toland, 
Toucev. Turney, Uaderwood, Vail, Vanderveer, Wage- 
ner, Webser, A'bert S Wuice. J. White, Whittlesey, 
Sierrod Williains, Jared W. Wiiliams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Yell, Yorke—1S5. 

NAYS—Mesers. Carter, Chambers, Crockett, Pope, 
C. H. Williarns, Word—6. 

The naine of Mr. Adains having been called, that 
gentleman rose, and said: [ refuse to answer, con- 
sidering all the resolutions— : 

The chair called Mr. A. to ¢ ‘der. 

Mr. A.continued. Considering all the resolutions 
as unconstitutional— 

The chuir again interposed, and requested the gen- 
tlernan froin Massachusetts to take his seat. 

Mr. A.continued. A violation of the constitution 
of the United States. 

These words were thrown out by Mr. Adams, 
amidst much tumult and very loud cries for order, 
in the course of which 

The speaker called on the house to aid him. 

Something like silence having been restored, 

Mr. Waddy Thompson desired to know what aid 
the speaker wished? 

Mr. Adams having,in the interim, resumed his 
seat, 

The chair replied, none at all. 

The clerk then proceeded with the roll, and, the 
name of Mr. Wise having been called, that gentle- 
inan rose and refused to vote. | 

[The other business transacted this day was no- 


/more pause to examine these pretexts than 1 


et ore, 

Monday, Dec. 17. Mr. Fry aske 
the following resointion: 

Resolved, ‘That the president of the Uni-ed g ».. 
requested to communicate to this house (if tot sani 
patible with the public interest) whether, since 1; i 
mencement of the present session of congiess i 
has been made upen the executive depar eas 
government by the governor of Pennsylvania i } 
armed force of United States troops, aud what. 
cial) correspondence (if any) has taken place het 7 
him and the governor of said state in relanon . 
call; and whether any arms, powder, ball, or buck h 
or other munitions of war, have been furnisted “5 
United S:ates io any of the trvops in Peunsylyay,, 
cently called out by orderof the executive of tha . : 

Objection having been made to the reeepliy, 
this proposition at this tine— ‘ 

Mr. Fry moved a suspension of the rules of | 
house to enable him to present it. 

Mr. Beatty demanded the yeas and nays oy 1 
motion; which, being taken, were, yeas 133, jy 
59, as tollows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Arce 
Andrews, Atherton. Banks, Beaty, Beers, Bein 
Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, jj, 
Bouldin. Brodhead. Bronson, Juha Calhoon, € \,,, 
lengz, Wm. B. Campbell, John Caimpbeli, Cy), 
Casey. Chaney, Cheatham, Clark, Coffin, Cures, ¢, 
nor, Crabb, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, py 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Farringon, Fairfield, (gy 
Fletcher, Fos‘er, Fry, Gallup, James_ Garland, }, 
Garland, Glascock, Goode, Win. Graham, Gry 
Graves, Gray, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hany, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes. Henry, Hoy 
Holt, Howard, Hubley, Ingham, ‘Thomas B. dicks 
Jabez Jackson, Henry Jobnsor, Juseph Jobnsvp, y 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmih, Legg 
better, Lewis. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin. \\ay 
Maurv. McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham My 
lan, Miller. Montgomery, Moere, Morgav, ii \j 
Morris, 8. W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, \ iy 
Parker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynier, Peek, fea 
backer, Phe!ps, Pots, Prat. Rariden, Reily, Ridywy 
John Robertson, Edward Robinson, Rumerey, Sawye' 
Bhefler, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, Six iy 
Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer; S uar:, Su 
Swearingen, Tahaferro, ‘Titus, Toland, Toucey. Tow 
Turney, Alber! S White, Wihitilesey. Ja.ed W. W, 
hams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Word, aiid Yel—iq 

NA YS—Messrs. Heman Allen, John W. Allen, 4g 
crigg, Brives, Wm. B. Calhoun, Chambers, Chia) 
Clowney. Corwin, Craig, Cranston, Crocke’:, Divig 
Dennis, Dunn. Evans, Everett, M# wing. R chard Flee. 
er, Fillmore. Gddings, Grantland, Halsted, Hang 
Hastings. Hopkins, Jenifer, Line la, J anes M. Miss, 
Samson Mason, Maxwell, McKennan. Mercer. \h 
chell, Nev es, Ovle, Pearce, Patnam, Randolph, Red 
Rives, Rus-ell, Saltonstall, S.bley, Scanty. Stray 
Thomas, Tillinghast, Underwood, Vail. Webse,s 
Williams, C.H Williams,and Yorke—55. 

So the rules being suspended, aud the resolulit 
received — 


Mr. Cushing proposed the following amendmen! 

“And why ther any officer of the United 8 aces iis 
gated or partic’ pa‘ed in certain late riotous proceed 
in the state of Penn-ylvania, as alleged in the proce 
mation of the governor of said state, and whiat wit 
sures, if any, the president has taken to investiga ill 
punish the said aets; and whether any such ctficer sl 
remains in the service of the United States.” 

Mr. Fry accepted the amendment as a modifice 
tion of his resolution. 

And the question being on the adoption o! tit 
resolution. as modified— . 

Mr. Biddle said he did not rise to combat ti 
resolution; yet it was to be regretted ‘hat, ata tilt 
when excitement appeared do be subsiding + 
where, an alteampt should be made to revive it litt 
Might it not seem abroad to spring from a wisi! 
inflame and exasperate, rather than from a gilt 
and sincere pursnit of information? Why this /* 
rade about buckshot, &e.?2 Did it not betray a le 
ing Which lurked, say unconsctonsly, beneath al! 
outside? Mr. B. would not be drawn into a disci 
sion of the pretext which had led to violence itl 
outrage, although prepared tu do sol It was a tilt 
ning device, by long articles wiiich few would {ait 
the trouble to master, to distract attention fiow tt 
point which must cause all thoughtful men to reg" 
these transactions with astonishment and shi 
When the mutineers, in 1783, placed men wiil fixel 
bayonets at the doors of congress, and comp: tied # 
adjournment to Princeton, no one stopped to my! 
what their pretended “grievances” were. Tt! 
was a burst of indignation ever the whole conn!) 
and gen. Washington instantly despatened a milité’ 


force to the scene of violence. Mr. B. woul 4 
iin 
nS 


leave ty y 


sane wnob had rushed into the court-house and | 
ven out judge and jury, on the pretended ayprel.el 
sion of an unjust verdict. No one would think § 
necessary to enter into the details of the case belo 
expressing his deep and honest indignation at wl! 
must break up all covernment and all seecurily ¢ 
life an property. Mr. B. repeated his regret thal 
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ES 


he son of Noah, to lay bare to the deri- 
the world that over which a pious ten- 
id rather have throwa a mantle, 


is, ike Uh 
2 pace ol 


the nouest farmers of Peunsvivania, should 
epeen denomin wed by his colleague a mob. 
mily wob at Harrisburg was the afued mob 
es gut by atyranaical executive to point their 
ome against aad soot down, innocent, peacea- 
Po unarned CUuZeNs. 
Mr. Naylor rose and said that he would vote for 
yesviuua as tt bad been modified, but that at 
same thane he must express the hearty eyret 
pic ve teil thal this subject had been brouvlit be- 
tne Louse mm the form In which It how stood. 
conrratatated the country, however, UW laudeed it 
-acause of congratulation, thal the inem bers ol 
adinmustratiou parly Were Uieinselves beginning 
move Jor MQuUinies. He knew wliat the Odject Of 
jiquiry Was, 80 SOOu as the motion was subimit- 
ths mormug. tle Knew that tis object was po- 
cal cide ct and political excilement. Lt was to fur- 
h paragrapis lo tie Giobe, and to sustain tie offi- 
sui he goveraiment vl the Uiated Siales in their 
pris to usurp, through the medinin of a mob, the 
ermuent o1 the state of Pennsyivainia. 


do not recoileet (continnea Mr. N.) that my 
jorabie Colleague Who first adaressed the house 
Biddle) said any thing about the persons en 
ed wm this matier at Harmsburg., 1 do not recoi- 
Lihat be said any Unug to call torta the warhke 
ot him who had just preceded me, (Mr. Pe- 
in.) But Lsay now, in my place, and Ll know 
wily What Lsay, that they Were tor the most part 
wbo—uel, so.ne Ol thei, goin trou: the county 
Pudavelplita, baviog no interest in Harrisburg, 
un by the officers ofthe general zoveraine ut, for 
purpuse of deciaring to the legislature, asseim- 
duaderc the cousiitutiion and the laws, that thus 
y suould do, thal *ihus far they should go, and 
jarther.”? 

But yet the gentleman (Mr. Petrikin) says that 
se inet Were peaceabie cilizens, aud no mob. 
jue state a tact. | have myseli received letters 
ce amy arival in this city, since the commence- 
Th ol these disturbatces, telling ine—yes, Sir, 
rning We—eppealing lo wy fears, and teiling me 
tii d dared lo come here aud atlempt to lake my 
t—a seat tu Which [ had been honored by a ma- 
uy of neany a t.ousand—the saine men who 
‘e fizured in these scenes at Hariisburg would 
us your hall, would speak from your gatlery, 
ldrve you, sir, from that chau! LT appeal to the 
yle of the country —L[ ask every man in this 
ise, be he a democrat or what he may, to whatever 
ty ie may belong—I appeul to you, as the de- 
ndauts of the mea of ’76—L ask you, what think 
iol those who would make such threats?—are 
y peacetul, law-abiding citizens, or are they a 
v task vou whether you intend to sustain 
semen ia tie work of wrong, of outrage ane 
pation, Which they have commenced? 


’ cracy ’ 


Ir Speaker, L huow something of the controver- 
how yoing Ou af Harrisburg. I have indeed oe- 
io lo Know sumething about it, for the imme- 
teand primary cause of the whole was an at- 
ppt to cheat me outol my right toa se.t on this 
',to which | was elected by a large majority of 
lreeiuen of the thin congressional district of 
is\lvanta—the people whow Lrepresent. And, 
li it be notoutot place here, seeing that much 
S Deen said of an tidefinite characte by the gen. 
Han who imunediately preceded me, (Mr. Pe- 
iy) L Wil brietly relate, in order that tie people 
¥ know, what are the causes of the unhappy con- 
Versy how pom ou at Harrisburg, if such an 
age can be called a controversy. 

tnese subjects, Mr. Speaker, have been ail al- 
ed to. Deeply as Lam interested im thein, and 
My as believe the honor ef my state and of 
bss Who [ represent here to be involved in thei, 
IT should have said wothing about them had they 
I been alluded to by the gentlenman who last ad- 
ssed the house, (Mr. Petrikin.) 


BM. Petrikin here disclaimed having made allu- 


W10 These topics. 
Mr. Niuylor resumed, Sir, the gentleman has 
ked of whig-mobs, of bank-ites, of Biddle-ites, 
ner ites, and all other kinds of iles that run so 
‘ly through his imigination For ‘myself, I 
Who such distinction, IL speak of my people 
the American people, as my countrymen; when 
"Y are tight, | will sustain them, without regard 
Party, and when they are wrong, I wust co:nmi- 


rale their errors, while at the same time I oppose | 


"mn. The whole controversy arises. as I have 


", from an anhallowed attempt, by fraud and 
wrhee. to take from me my seat on this floor! 
he chuir here interposed, and said that the ques- 


M a@ lo the right of any party toa seat in this 


house was not now under discussion, and that any 
debate directed to that puint was out of order. 

Mr. Nuylor resumed. 1 ain not going to assert 
my vighttoa seat. This house, | know, has not 
the right to decide on that question. When I pre- 
sent myself here in the legistative ball of my coun- 
try, as, God willing, | intend to do, in defiauce ot 
the empty threats and the loudiy denounced terrors 
of these men, it will then be tor the house to deter- 
mine Whether I shall take my seat, or whether they 
Will hallow fraud, trample on the suurages of the 
people | represent, by aiding another person in the 
usurpation of it, because le is a wember of the ad- 
winistration party! | say, then, that fai not about | 
to show that L am entitled to a seat in the twenty- 
sixth congress, except lor the mere purpose of con- |- 
necting this matler with the other, that the whole 
subject may be understood; for, without a know- 
ledge of the one, you cannot understand the other. | 


For this purpose, 1 want to go into the history of | 








preceded me has gone so wide of the mark, and | 
prated of blood and war, and the majesty of the as- 
sembled people at Hariisburg, Lhope I may be per 
mitted to foliow him, so far at least as to reply to 
his statements, anu disclose the wholetruth! [ask 
for liberty to speak the truth! Not to advocate any 
party, bat merely to state the truth!) And willvou 
deny me this reasonabie boon? | 
‘The chair again interposed, and said that he did | 
not understand that eilt.er of the gentleman’s col- | 
leagues bad «entered upon the merits of this question, 
nor was itin «rdetso todo. Any thing relating to) 
the resvlution was in oider, | 
Mr. Naylor resumed. J understand the resolution | 
perfectly. My ccileague (Mr. Petrikin) has stated | 
that these persons engaged at Harrisburg were not | 
} 

| 

! 


a mob, but that they were the assembled democracy 
of Pennsylvania, peacetully obeying the reqnisi- 
tions of duty! 
and | wish to refer to the history of these transac 
tions, to show that the position he has assumed 
cannot be maintained. 

After another interposition on the part of the chair, 
in which the chair directed the attention of Mr. N.. 
to the subj@ct-matterof the resclution, and the tacts | 
connected therewith— 

Mr. Naylor resuined. Well, then, as I cannot: 
state the truth, but can state the fuels, even, I sup. | 
pose, if they are true, LT will mention as the first | 
fact—a fact which is conceded on all sides-—that | 
was elected a member of the 26th congress. 

[ state another tact, that certain persons in Phil- 
adelphia, assisted by officers of the general govern- 
meut, one of them the man who has been most ac- 
tive in the disturbances at Harrisburg, resolved to 
cheat me out of the due returns for my seat. That 
is another fact—an incontrovertible fact, which no 
man who has the least regard for truth will deny. 

I assert, as the third fact, that these men, and 
amongst them this officer of the general government 
and the ian who was my opponent —the man who, 
had he lived in the days which *iried men’s souls,” 
“woulkl have been a tory,’ went betore the seven. | 
teen return judges and endeavored to get ten of) 
them to make a partial return of the county of! 
Philadelphia—suclh a retura as would suit theirown | 
purposes. 

The chair said all this was entirely out of order. 

Mr. Naylor. Tie meinbers of the administration 
party move for inguiries.,* QO, yes, they must oc- 
casiona.ly have an inquiry; bul, sir, they hate to 
hear the truth; they would trample npon it; they 
would stifle it. i I cannot speak the trath here, 
[I can at least do so over my own name in the 
newspapers. Yes, sir, l can speak the truth there 
in d-fianee of thems and | willdoit! Tue whole 
story shail be told. 

The chair again called to order. 

Mr. Niylor. Well, sir, these ten return judges 
did do as they were commanded. ‘They aid make 
areturn, such a+ had been required, of something 
upwards of two-thirds of the votes of the county. 
The other judges would have made a correct retarn, 
and begyed for hours, in the hall of independence, 
in Philadelphia, to be allowed to make a ful and 
correct return forthe whole county. But, sir,-— 

The echizir said the gentleman was out of order, 

Mr. Naylor said be knew that truta sometimes 
was a very disagreeable thing. 

Andthen Mr. N. took his seat. 

Mr. Birdsall rose, and said that, as hedid not see 
that any useful object could be attained by protract 
ing this debate, he would move the previous ques 
tion. 

Mr. Naylor claimed the floor. He had not yield- 
ed it, except in ob: dience to what he understood to 
be the injunction of the chair that he should tak: 
his seat. 

The chair said he had understood the gentle. 


t take issue with him on that point, | 








at a loss tu Know what ts in order. 
it was in order, as TF understood, lor my colleague 


/mowent. 


Mr. Wise moved that the gentleman trom Peun- 


sylvania have leave to proceed im order. 


’ The chair said that that motion would take pre- 


cedence of the demand tor the previous question. 


Phe question, however, could only be put on leave 


to proceed in order, as no member could, by the 
rules, have leave lo proceeu out of order. 


The yeas and nays were demanded on the mo- 


tion for leave, which weve ordered, and, being taken, 
were— Yeas 150; nays 38, 


Su leave was granted to Mr. Naylor to proceed 


with his remarks. 


Mr. Naylor then resumed. Mr. Speaker, I am 
A twoment ago, 


(Mr. Petsikin) to bandy harsh epithets, to calla 


portion of the legislature of Pennsyivania bank ites, 
anti-masons, Ritner-ites, and federalists; tosay that 
the men who had been carrying on these wove- 


nents at Harmsburg were not au ob, bul the demo- 


the transaction; and, as the gentleman who Las | cracy of Pennsylvania assembled in their maj: sty, 


and peacetully and legaliy asserting their sights, 
Aud now Lunderstand that it is not in oder to dis- 
prove these allegaiions. maintain the side of the 
law and coustituiion, and to vindicate the officers of 


ithe law. 


‘Lhe chair said that his decision had been that it 
was notin order to wader fiom the subiect belore 
the house, by entering into questions connected 
with the election returns in Penusyivania, 

Mr. Nuylor resumed. What I say is, then—and I 
speak wil entire respect to the chatr—that it ts im- 
possinle for me to contiovert any Of the | ositions as- 
sumed by my colleague unless L ain permitted to 
state facts, fruth, and if it be out of order to siate 
the truth. then L have nothing more to say! 

The chair said that the ouly desive of the chair 
was to confine the debate within its proper limns, 
although sometimes remarks were made which it 
was not in the power of the chair to arrest on ihe 
lt was possible in the present case that 
the trae boundary bad been exceeded before the 
geniteman from Peunsylvania (Mr. Naylor) rose. 
But the chair must look strictly to the subject-mat- 
ter of the resolution. There was nothing on the 
face of itconnected with the elections in Peunsy lva- 


inia, Which could wariant any discussion in relation 


to them. 

Mr. Naylor. I want to show from facts that are 
incontrovertible, not that one or the other set of 
candidates are entitled to their seats, but that st.ch 
a state of things bad been produced in Pennsy lva- 
pia as to devolve it upon the legislature, as an inre- 
sistible duty, to decide upon the matt. r between the 
claiinauts for seats. 1 want to show that the indi- 
viduals who raised this disturbance were the very 
individuals who prevented a return of metubers io 
the legislaluce from the county of Philadelp! ia, who 
made it the duty of the legislature to investigate 
the whole matter, and that, atter having imposed 
ppon the legislature this duty, which it could not 
throw off, which it must meet and pertorwn, they 
vo to Harrisburg, ery aloud for bleod, and sav to 
the legislature, you shall not investigate and di: cide 
the question—we will decide it for you, and, if you 
dare resist our decision, we will drive you from the 
capitol! This, sir, is what L want to prove, and I 
cum prove it. 1 do not want to maintain the right 
to either set of candidates to their seats. 

Mr Leatty rose to order, and Mr. Naylor having 
requested Mr. B. to reduce hi- puint of oder to 
writing, _ 

The chair said he did not perceive that the im- 
mediate remarks of the geniu«u.an weie Cut of or- 
der. 

Mr. Naylor resumed, Then, Mr. Speaker, I 
must returi to the place where 1 was when I was 
originally ariested. I uust state facts, in order to 
show the jnstice of my eonclusions. © 1 do not de- 
sire to waste the time af this house, nor to trespass 
upon ifs rules, 

The chair said, if the gentleman again folfows 
the course of remark which he intimates his atten- 
tion to follow, the chair must doits duty. 


Mr. Naylor resumed. In the first place, then, I 
state that there were no legal returns from the coun- 
ty of Philadelphia to the leyislature of Pennsyliva- 
nia; because, among others, some ol the individuals 
who raised the disturbances at Harrisburg have 
prevented those returns; and. that being the ase, 
the legislature was oblig: d, by the constitution and 
the laws, to decide between the two sets of claim- 
ants. 

Then, I state as another fact, (for T will not en- 
ter into detail,) that these men. and others who pre- 
vented the returns ahd imposed upon the legislature 
the necessity of deeiding the matter, proc-eded to 
Harrisburg for the purpose of declaring that the 
legislature should fief decide this matter: that they 
drove the speaker fiom the chair, callid aloud for 





man trom Pennsylvania as having yielded the floor. 


the blood of individual members by name, and 
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threatened the governor of Peunsylivania, who bas 
been stig:natized here (for, 1 suppose that the gen- 
tlecnau wno made use of the term intended it as a 
stigina) as being an anti-mason, and a federalist.— 
There was no governinent. For the space of nearly 
a week the executive of Pennsylvania could not 
get to the executive chamber. The weinbers oi 
the legislature could not get to iheir seats; the doors 
were closed against them, and only the favored 
few, whoin these men thongit proper to aduit, 
were admitted. Under these circumstances, 1 sup- 

ose, for | know nothing about it, the executive of 
 ailsenia called on the executive of the United 
States to interfere; and for doing this, he has been 
stigmatized in the ranting tirade to which we have 
listened, from my colleague, (Mr, Petrikin,) who, 
I blush to own it, has openly encouraged this resis- 
tance to law, and publicly gloried in the outrages 
which I feel have so deeply disgraced Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Now, Laskif the governor of Pennsylvania could 
not call to his aid the militia of the state when 
threatened by arevolutionary moveinent on the part 
of a nob, when the sheriff of the county and some of 
the civil authorities had united with that mob to ar- 
rest the governor in the execution of the laws and in 
the performance of his functions, what would have 
been the situation of Pennsylvania? She would 
have been without a government and without offi- 
cers, at least for ali the legitimate purposes for 
which oflicers are created. And if these men were 
in truth the people of Pennsylvania, acting in con- 
formity with the constitution and laws, as my col- 
league (Mr. Petrikin) contends, where is the law, 
where is the article of the constitution which justi- 
fies their proceedings? Who was to hold the reins 
of the government of Pennsylvania? Who was to 
sit in the courts? Who was to summon the jurors? 
Who was to make arresis? Who was to perform 
the ten thousand duties which were to be performed 
in that county and throughout the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, when these individuals rashed in and pos- 
sessed themselves of all the authority? Which one 
of them was to be chief? How were their com- 
mands to be issued to the people of Pennsylvania? 
And who were to execute their commands? Can 
these questions be answered by those who mnaintain 
that the people in their majesty were constitution. 
ally and legally there exercising their authorities? 
The majesty of the deimocracy of Pennsylvania! 
says the gentleman. To what a puny body has the 
gentleman reduced the great democracy of Penn- 
sylvania, (of which I arn one,) when he bas thus 
consented to encage them all in the narrow con- 
fines of the legislative chambers of the capitol of 
the state! 

The governor of Pennsylvania may probably have 
acted indiscreetly (I do not assert that he has) in 
calling upon the general government for aid, it he 
has done so. ‘The speaker of the senate may have | 
acted indiscreetly in retiring before the mob.— 
‘The members of the legislature may have done 
wrong in vacating their seats and retreating betore 
the storm of popular rage and popular fury. For 
myself, [say, if [had beena member, I would bave 
stoo: at my post, fearless of all consequences, and 
will now tell those who have thus threatened me, 
that my seat in this hall shall be maintained in de- 
fiance of all their stormy terrors! 

Mr. Whitlllesey called Mr. Naylor to order, and 
was remarking on the amount of business which 
lay before the house, and the nuinber of petitions 
which other gentlemen had to present, when he was 


The Chair said it was not in order. The gentle- 
man must confine his remarks to the question be- 
fore the house. 

Mr. Naylor. I willsayno more. I should have 





liked, for the sake of the country, to have told the 
truth and the whole truth of this disgraceful dis- 
turbance! In doing which, I would have favored 
no party. I would have toid the nakedtruth! But, 
sir, you would not suffer me. You will have in- 
quiry sometimes—yes, you will have inquiry—but, 
then, the inquiry must be partial, all on one side! 
You will ask for information—but you want infor- 
ination allin-your favor. I asked to tell the whole 
story, and 1 was gagged. This house, or at least a 
26 of it, “hates the light because its deeds are 
evil, 

Here Mr. Naylor was loudly called to order from 
all parts of the hall. 

Mr. Bronson then moved the previous question, 
but it was not seconded. 

Mr. Petrikin again disclaimed having applied 
abusive epithets to the legislature of Pennsylvania, 
nor had he applied any insolent language to the go- 
vernor, or, if he had, he now disclaimed it. 

Mr. fry denied that he had any other motive in 
introducing this resolution than what appeared on 
the face of it, viz: to call for information on a mat- 
ter of deep and vital importance to his state. 

Mr. McKennan had voted against the introduc- 
tion of the resolution, because he could see no good 
or beneficial purposes to be answered by the call, 
and he had been anxious that the feeling which per- 
vaded his state should be kept out of congress.— 
He regarded his colleague’s resolution as calculated 
to fan a flaine which, he hoped, had been nearly 
extinguished. Mr. McK. then briefly adverted to 
the proceedings at Harrisburg, and eulogized the 
conduct of the governor, who had done only what 
imperious duty demanded, in calling to his aid, in 
the support of the laws, the militia of the common- 
wealth. 

Mr. Beatty regretted the feeling which had been 
excited in the house, and appealed to the house to 
say in what quarter it had arisen. Mr. B. denied 
there was any mob at Harrisburg, but that those 
there were an assemblage of as respectable and in- 
telligent people as any in the state. 

Mr. Biddle had not impeached the motives of | 
his colleague, though he had been struck at what | 
seemed a suspicious black privateer streak about 
the resolution, and he had pointed to it accordingly 
in the way of caution. Mr. B. added that he would 
vote for the resolution, however he might deprecate 
the inflammatory air which had needlessly been 
given to it. 

The question was then put, and the resolution 
adopted with few dissenting voices, 

Petitions were then called for, when petitions re- 
lating to the subject of slavery were presented by 
Messrs, Briggs, Parmenter, and Grennell, 

Mr. Reed having presented one which prayed 
that commercial and diplomatic relations miglit be 
established with the republic of Hayti, 

Mr. Wise raised the question of reception; and 
the chair having pronounced that question debata- 
ble, it was argued at length by Mr. Adams and Mr. 
Wise, till,witnout deciding it, the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Dec. 18. The house resumed the unfin- 
ished business of yesterday, being the petition pre- 
sented by Mr. Reed from certain citizens of Nan- 
tucket, Mass. praying that commercial and diplo- 
matic reiations night be established with the repub- 
lic of Hayti. 








himself called to order by many voices. 


Mr. Naylor said: [t is not I who have consumed | 
the time of the house. [ am ready and anxious to | 
apply myself to the business which lays betore it. 
I ain ever ready to work. Who introduced this re- 
solution? Did 1? Was it I who made the motion 
to suspend the rules for its introduction? And did 
I demand the yeas and nays? This inquiry came 
from*an extraordinary part of the house. We had 
an inquiry moved the*other day ‘rom a gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) and I appeal 
to that gentleman to say whether he had found the 
administration party willing to join him in sustain- 
ing his inquiry? No, sir; that wasaninquiry which 
the country demanded, and which would expose to 
the light of day the doings of those in high places 
connected with the general government. That in- 
quiry was smothered! ‘ 


Mr. Hopkins here called Mr. Naylor to order. 

Mr. Naylor. 1 was interrupted and appealed to 
by the gentleman from Connecticut, (Mr. Whitle- 
sey,) who sustained his appeal by an argument ad- 
dressed to me. All this was inorder and proper, I 
suppose. But the moment I ttempt to make a 
reply to that appeal,-the. momewt my lips-are open 
to vindicate inyself, I amoutof order. What kind 





of justice is this? 


The question was on the objection toi's reception 
raised by Mr. Wise, viz: “ Shall this petition be re- 
ceived ?” 

Mr. Grennell addressed the house at some length 
in favor of the right of petition generally, and of the 
legitiinacy of the object prayed for in the present. 

Mr. Fillmore made an appeal to the house to post- 
pone the debate till the states had been called through 
lor petitions, no opportunity having yet oered for 
that purpose the present session. 

Mr. Loomis then demanded the previous gnestion. 

Mr. Wise moved to lay the motion to receive on 
the table, which took precedence of Mr. Loomis’s 
motion. . 

Mr. Cushing inquired if the effect of Mr. Wise’s 
motion, should it prevail, would not be to refuse to 
receive the petition ? 

The Speaker replied in the affirmative. 


The motion to lay on the table was decided in the 
negative, yeas 69, nays 120, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Banks, Boon, Bynum, J. Calhoon, 
Cambreleng, W.B. Campbell, John Campbell, Carter. 
Chapman, Cheatham, Cleaveland, Clowney, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Dennis, 
Glasscock, James Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grif- 
fin, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Hoffman, 


Holsey, Holt, William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hun- 





ter, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Wm. C. 


Johnson, John W. Jones, Legare, Lewis, 
lory, James M. Mason, Martin, Abraham McCloy 
Miller, Montgomery, Pearce, Pope, Pratt, Ries ee 
Rhett, Robertson, A. H. Shepperd, Charles Shen, 
Shields, Southgate, Stanley, Stuart, Stone, Taliak = 
John White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Willian” 
eno L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Word, 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Andrews A 
erton, iAverige, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Bicknel| Bidg 
Birdsall, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Bucha h 
William B. Calhoun, Casey, Chambers, Chilis, Gaz’ 
Corwin,Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Day; 
DeGrafi, Dromgocle, Duncan, Dunn, Evans, Eve 
Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, Isag 


Lyon, M, 


8 


Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, James Garland G 
dings, William Graham, Grant, Grennell, Haley’ He 
Hammond, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, _ 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Ingham,’ T. B. Joc 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Ker) 
Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Loomis, Mare 
Samson Mason, Mav, Maxwell, McKay, McKenna! 
Menefee, Mercer, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Mi 
ray, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Parris, Payne 
Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Re 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Russe Sat 
tonstall, Sheffer, Sheplar, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Spe 
cer, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland 
Toucey, Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, We, 
ster, Weeks, A. S. White, Whittlesey, J. W. Wik 
iams, Worthington, Yorke—120. 
The previous question was then carried, and the 
main question, on the reception of the Petition 
ordered, thereon Mr. Cushman demanded the yea 
and nays, which were also ordered, and were yea 
159, nays 32, as follows: 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, J. W. Allen, 
Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsali, Bond, Boon, Bordey 
Bronson, Buchanan, W. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, W 
B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chex, 
ham, Childs, Cleveland, Clowney, Coffin, Connor, (y, 
win, Craiz, Crary, Cranston, Cushing, Cushman, Da, 
lington, Davee, Davies, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duneay 
Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Farringloy 
Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fy 
James Garland, Giddings, Goode, William Graham 


'Grantland, Grant, Graves, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hal 


Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Harper, Hay. 
ings, Henry, Herod, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Huble, 
Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, Henry Johusoy, 
Joseph Juhnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, Kein, 
Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmi:h, Leadbetter, Linedy, 


‘Loomis, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maxwell, McKyy, 


Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McKeunay, 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, MontgomenJ 
Morgan, Murray, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parker, Pa 
menter, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Peck, Petrikin, Phelps 
Plumer, Potts, Pratt, Putnam, Rariden, Randoljh 
Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Rums, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, Snyde, 
Southgate, Spencer, Stuart, Stratton, Taylor, Thoma 
Tillinghast, Toland, Toucey, Turney, Underwood, Vai 
Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, A. S. Whit, 


John White, Whittlesev, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. 


Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wort 
ington, Yorke—159. 

AYS—Messrs. J. Calhoon, J. Campbell, Coles 
Crockett, Dawson, Dennis, Glascock, James Graham 
Griffin, Hawkins, Haynes, Jenifer, Wm. C. Johns 
Legare, Lewis, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, Miller, Pop 
Rhett, Robertson, Augustine H. Shepperd, C. Shepari 
Shields, Stanly, Stone, Towns, L. Williams, Wis, 
Word, and Ye!|—32. 

So the house decided that the memorial should te 
received. 

Mr. Reed then moved to refer it to the coimmilttt 
on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Stuart moved to lay it on the table, on whith 
motion Mr. Reed called for the yeas and nays, a0 
being ordered, they were yeas 84, nays. 103, as {0 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Beatth 
Beirne, Bynum, John Calhoon, William B. Camptel, 
John Cainpbell, Carter, Chambers, Chaney, Chapmah 
Cheatham, Cleaveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Cr 
Crockett, Dawson, Dennis, Farringwn, Glascock, + 
Graham, Grantland, Griffin, Hammond, Hamer, [it 
rison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hubley, Jabez Jack 
son, Jenifer, H. Johnson, Jos. Johnson, William Co 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Lega 
Lewis, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, 
McClellan, A. McClellan, Menefee, Miller, Monts 
mery, Moore, Parker, Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, Popt 
Pratt, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey; - 
H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Southgalé 
Stanly, Stuart, Stone, Taliaferro, Titus, Towns, Was 
ner, L. Williams, S. Williams, C. H. Williams, W™ 
Word, Worthington, Yell—84 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, J. W. Alem 
Andersen, Andrews, Bicknell, Biddle, Bond, Borde™ 
Briggs, Bronson, Buchanan, Wm. B. Calhoun, Cas¢h 
Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Cushm® 
Darlington, Davee, Davies, De Graff, Dromgoole, Dv4 
ean, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, R. Fletcher; 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Giddings, Goode, W™ 
Graham, Grant, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hall, 
Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hopkins, How 
Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Kemble, Kennedy, Klinge® 
smith, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Loomis, Marvin, S. Mas 
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ae 
‘vo, na2, Miligan, Morgan, Murray, Naylor, Noble, 
Mee. Ozte Parineuter, Peck, Pielps, Pluaer, Potts, 
hie. Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridzway, Robin- 
Put Usell, Saltoastall, Saeffer, Sibley, Slade, Sayder, 
aie +, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Tulinghast, I oiand, 
5 a "Turney. Underwood, Vail, Weoster, Weeks, 
ow nite, J. White, Whittlesey, J. W. Williains, J. 
Williains, Yorke—103, aust 
Sy the house refused to lay the memorial on the 
tables it was then referred to the committee on foreign 
aifairs without a division. el 
Mr. Grennell had yesterday presented a similar 
nemmorial, which, sud silentio, had taken the same re- 
feretices and afterwards, — ; . 
Mr. Wise said that, finding himself, on a question 
of such a character, in a minority of ouly thirty- 
two, he would give up the point, and interpuse no 
further obstacle than a simple negative. He ac- 
ordingly withdrew his motion to reconsider, and 
hat petition was also referred to the committee on 
jgn aifairs. 
vaandry memorials, chiefly praying for the aboli- 
ion of slavery in the District of Columbia, and the 
lave trade in the United States, were presented by 
essrs. Hastings, Fletcher, Lincoln, and Saltonstall, 
Ainong those presented by the latter gautleinan was 
yne of a similar tendency to those in relation to 
ayti, and upon It. : 
Mr. Legare raised the question of reception, and 
rened the propriety of rejecting it at some length. 
‘Mr. Cushman moved the previous question, but 
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Uh be house refused to second it, ayes 73, noes 89. 
tion, Mr Saltonstall then replied at length to Mr. Le- 





yey 
yeas 









are, and in favor of the reception ot the memorial, 
nd at the conclusion of his remarks, without tak- 
ng the question, 














] 

Alen The house adjourned. 

nies Wednesday, Dec. 19. Mr. 4dams, from the se- 
W ect cominittee on duelling, reported a bill to pro- 





shea ibit the giving or accepting (within the District of 
» Cor, vlumbia) of a challenge to fight a duel, and for 









































































































, Dap e punishinent thereof; twice read and committed. 
Incay, Mr. Cumbdreleng, from the committee of ways and 
ngioy Means, reported a bill making an appropriation for 
r Fh, eprotection of the northern frontier of the United 
aha tates; and a bill inaking appropriations for the pay- | 
i. ent of the revolutionary and other pensioners of 
tube je United States jor the year 1339. a 
Linon, me De unfinished business was the memorial pre- 
“Kein, mented yesterday by Mr. Saltonstall fron the citi- 
nico, us of the town of Converse, in Massachusetts, 
IcKay, aying tor the establishment of international rela- 
ennai Memons with Hayt. ere 
ome The pending question being on the objection of 
t) Pur, Lezare —Shall the petition be received?” 
Phels Mr. Harrison said in view of the shortness of the 
ndolp ssion,. the little business already done, and the 
avis hinerons petitions from other states awaiting an 
‘homaEmpportunity for presentation, he thought the discus 
od, Val n on this question should be closed, aad there- 
Whig fimre he demanded the previous question; which 
red Wiing carried through all its stages without a divi- 
Wort Rin, the petition was received, and on motion of 
r. Saltonstall, ref rred to the committee on foreign 
, Coles BB airs. 
sala Mr. Sherrod Wiliams, in the apprehension, he 
° Pa d, that the balance of this session would be con- 
shepar, famed in the discussion of questions relating to the 
, Wise eption of petitions, asked leave to submit the 
lowing resolution: 
nould te MResolved, That the following be added to and consti- 


one of the standing rules of this house. “If upon the 
mri Mesentation of a petition objection be made to re- 
ving the same, the question shall be put and decided 
n which fe lout debate.” : 
Lys, al Udjections were made, and Mr. M. moved a sus- 
Bas fo sion of the rules, on which motion Mr. Slade de- 
i nded the yeas and nays, which, being ordered 
re as follows: 
iAS—Messrs. J. W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, 
nks, Beers, Bickneli, Birdsall, Boon, Bronson, By- 
in, Casey, Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, Clow- 
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cock, fmm Cules, Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
ver, Dar Meerail, Duncan, Ewing, Farrington, Fillmore, Fry, 


lup, J. Garland, Glascock, Grantland, Graves, 
y, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, 
ynes, Henry, Herod, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hub- 
» I. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, W. C. 
ison, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Ken- 
Y, Leadbetter, Lyon, McKay, R. McClellan, A. 
Ulllan, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, 


eZ Jack 
am Cos 
Legatt 
aury; R, 
Montge 
n, Popes 





























tray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Peirikin, Puelps, Pratt, 
sy A. A. Shepperd, Sheplor, Southgate, Spencer, 
art, Scone, ‘Taliaferro, ‘Tus, Turney, Underwood, 
il, Va iderveer, Wagener, Weeks, A. S. White, J. 
ite, S. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—90, 

AYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heinan Allen, 
trtua, Ayerigg, Beatty, Bell, Borden, Briggs, Bu- 


han, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Cambre- 
g, Willian B. Campbell, Carter, Chaney, Clark, 
ha, Corwin, Cransto 1, Crockett, Cushing, Dawson, 
ee, Davies, Dennis, Dro ngoole, Evans, Everett, 
tigid, R. Fletcher, Fuster, Giddings, Goode,: Jas. 






































Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Ingham, Jenifer, Lewis, 
Lincelu, Maliory, Marvin, J. M. Mason, 38. Mason, 


Marun, Maury, Maxwell, McKenanan, Menetee, Mit- | 
chell, M. Morris, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Par- | 


hae ing the jorimal decision of the liouse upon it. he de- 
menier, Pearce, Peck, Puus, 8. S. Prentiss, Putnain, |.” pon if, , . 


Rariden, Rando!ph, Reed, Reiiy, Rhett, Rudgway, J. 


| 
| 
| 


The prayer for petitioners to be heard at the. bar, 
he held to be a very essential part of the right ot 
petiiion, which had not yet been denied, and, wish- 


manded the yeas aud nays, which were ordered 


: ; ‘ne Speaker reiter is decision. ; 
Robertson, &. Rubinson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonsiail, | Tne Speaker reiterated his decision, and Mr, 


Sawyer, Sietier, C. Shepard, Suields, Sibley, Slade, 
Suyder, Siaaly, S.rattou, Swearingen, ‘lhomas, Villing- 
hast, ‘Toland, ‘oucey, Wh tilesey, Lewis Wiiliams, J. 
W. Williams, J. L. Wii) ams, C. H. Williains, Wise, 
Word, and Yorke—101. 

So the house relused to consider the resolution. 

The tollowing message, in writing, was received 
from the president of tne United States: 

To the house of repwesentaiives of the United States: 

1 transmit the accompanying ducuments, marked 
from 1 to 5, in reply toa resulution of yesterday’s date, 
calling for copies uf correspondence beiween the ex- 
ecutive of the general government and the governor of 
Pennsylvania, 1n relatio. to “ta call of the latter tor an 


Aduins his objections to it, substantially, as above. 

Mr, Cushman moved to lay the motion of Mr. A, 
on the table, but, on the understanding that the di- 
rect question on the appeal would be taken without 
further debate; he withdrew it. 

Mr. Mercer stated that it would be a solecism to 
grant Mr. ddams’s request. Under the resvlution 
relerred to, no member of the house could debate the 
question of slavery or abolition, and yet the gentie- 


tan asked a privilege for these memorialists which 


the house had denied to 1ts own members. 
Mr. James Garland enquired from the gentleman 
of Massachusetis whether the petitioners did not 





armed furce of United States troops since the present 


ask to be heard-at the bar of the house to advocate 


session of congress,” and requiring information “whe- | the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 


ther any officer of the United Siates instigated or par- | 
| 


ticipaied”’ inthe rivtous proceedings referred tom the 


resulution, and ‘!what measures, it any, the president | 


has takea to invesugate aud punish the said acts; and 

whether any sucii oiliver sull seimains in the service ot 

the United Siates.” M. Van Buren. 
Washington, Dec. 18, 1333. 


The accompanying docuinents, which were very 


voluminous, were read on the cali of Mr. Mason, ot | 


Ohio. 

Mr. Naylor moved the reference of all the pa- 
pers to a cuinmiitee of the whole on the state of the 
union, and that they be printed, and commeuted, at 
some length, on the series of events disclosed in 
them. 

Mr. Underwood moved to lay thein on the table 
and print, but witudrew the motion, (on that gentle- 
luan’s promise to renew it,) at the request of 

Mr. Potter, who deprecated any further agitation 
of this subject here, as all the difficulues at Harris- 
burg were now in a train of peaceable adjustment. 
My. P. renewed the motion to lay on the table aud 
print, and it prevailed. 

Mr. Mercer then cailed up the motion made sever- 
al days since by Mr. Cumbreleng for the refereuce of 
the subject of Mr. Swartwout’s defaications to a 
select comunittee, it having been postponed at Mr. 
M’s. request. 

Mr. Cambreleng now modified his motion in the 
following form: 

Resolved, ‘i‘hat so much of the communication of the 


president of the United Staies of the 8h of December, | 


1833, as relates.to the detault of Samuel Swartwout, be 
referred to a select committee, and that so much as re- 
lates to the adoption of further measures for increasing 
the public security against similar defalcations, be re- 
ferred to the commitie of ways aud means. 

Mr. Wise oved to reier the whole subject to a 
committee oi the whole on the state of the union, 
and addressed the house at length in support of bis 
motion, aud in a general review of the alleged frauds 
of officers charged with the public moneys, opposing 
the reference lo a select committee on the ground 
that it would be ‘*packed,” and therefore produce 
nothing inore than a white-washing report. After 
proceeding about ap hour, Mr. W. yielded the 
tloor to 

Mr. Stanly, who moved an adjourninent, on 
which inmotion 

Mr. Duncan called for the yeas and nays, but the 
house refused to order them, and immediately ad- 
journed. 

Thursday, Dec. 20. Mr. Wise made an ineffec- 
tual effort to induce the house to proceed with the 
subject of the late defalcations in the: New York 
custom house. 

Petitions and orders were then called for in the 
order of states, resuming with Massachusetts, the 
pojut where the caii was last left oif. Amorg them 
were the following: 


Mr. Adams presented a petition from citizens of | 


New Hampshire, on the subject of the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Colnibia. 

Mr. A. then rose and said, there is in this petition 
a prayer that the petitioners may be permitted to be 
heard by counsel, or by themselves. It is a prayer 
to be heard at the bar of this Louse, and as 1 do not 
understand that to be included within the resolution 
recently adopted, | nove that so inuch of tie peti- 
tion as prays for leave to be heard at the bar of this 
house be granted. 

The Speaker, however, ruled otherwise, and that 
the prayer to be heard iv support of the petition 
cohered with the petition itsell, and must go on the 
table under the operation of Mr. Atherton’s filth 
resolution. 

Mr. Adums appealed from that decision, contend- 
ing that the prayer referred to was a distinct and 
separate thing from the petition referred to, and was 
not included in the intended operation of that reso- 





tam, W Graham, Grennell, Hall, Hamer, Harlan, 


| lution. 


Mr. Adams replied in the affirmative. 


The question was then taken, “Shall the decision 
of the chair stand as the judginent of the house?” 
and decided in the affirmative—yeas 180, nays 8, as 
follows: 

Y#AS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Aycrigg, 
sanks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bickneil, Birdsall, 
300n, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan. Bynum, 
ohn Calnooa, Cambreleng, Wilkam bB. Campbell, 


J 
| John Campbell, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Cheat- 


i ham, Clark, Cleaveland, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Con- 
nor, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Crockett, 
| Cushing Cushman, Dawson, Davee, De Graff. Dennis, 
| Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Everett, Ewe 
liug, Farrington, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fietcher, 
| Fillmore, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Giddings, 
|Glaseock, Goode, Jas. Graham, William Graham, 
/Gantland, Grant, Graves, Gray, Grennel, Griffin, 
| Haley, Hall, Halsted, Hammond, Harlan, Harper, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holt, Hop- 
| kins, Howard, Hubley, Wm. H. Hunter, Robert M. 
T. Hunter, ‘Thos. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, 
| Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Wiliiam Cost John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kem- 
i ble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lin- 
_coln, Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, Sanson Mason, Mar- 
tin, Maury, May, Maxweil, McKay, A. McClellan, 
|McKennan, Menelee, Mercer, Milligan, Miller. Mit- 
/chell, Moutgomery, Moore, Morgan, Calvary Morris, 
| Murray, Nobie, Ogie, Palmer, Parker, Parmenier, 
Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Plu- 
imer, Pope, Pratt, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Putnain, Rari- 
den, Randolph, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, John 
| Robertson, Rumsey, Shefler, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
| Charles Shepard, Simelds, Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, South- 
igate, Spencer, Stanly, Siuart, Stone, Stratton, Swear- 
‘ingen, ‘Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toland, 
| ‘Toucey, ‘Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, Web- 
ister, Weeks, Albert S. White, John White, Whittlesey. 
| Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Jos. I}.  Whiliams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Word, Worthington, and Ye!!—130. 

NAYS—Mess:s. Adams, William B. Calhoun, Dar-- 
| lington, Davies, vans, Potis, Ridj:;way, and Tilling- 
| hast —8. 
| Mr. Adams presented a petition praying for the 
| recognition of the republic of Hayti; and he moved 
‘that it be referred to the committee on foreign af- 
| fairs, with instructions to consider and report upon 
| it. 
| Mr. Dromgoole asked a division of the question; 
that is to say, first on the reference, and, secondly, 
| on the instructions. . 
| Mr. Adams gave as a reason for his moving the 
‘instructions the fact that the chairman of the 
‘committee on foreign relations (Mr. Howard,) 
| when a similar petition was presented a day or two 
| since, said that similar petitions had heretolore been 
| referred to that committee, and that nothing more 
| was heard of them. 

Mr. A. was proceeding further when he was ar- 
rested in his rewarks under the rule which pre- 
scribes that no petition shall be debated on the da 
of its presentation; and the chair stated that the pe- 
lition would lie over one day. 


Mr. ddams said that having stated to the house, 
fo the country, and to the petitioners, the reasons 
why he moved these instructions he now withdrew 
thein, for he feared the order for a petition to lie 
over one day would be equivalent to its indefinite 
postponement. 

The petition was then referred to the committee 
on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Adams then presented a petition of a similar 
character, and moved tie same reference with the 
instructions, stating that he did so for the purpose 
of having the question debated, if it should even be 
reached. 

The petition was, accordingly, ordered to lie over 
one day "under the rule. 

Mr. Cushing presented a petition from certain 
citizens of Salisbury, Mass., praying congress to 
jenact laws to abolish slavery and the slave trade in 
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the Disuict ot Columbia, and the slave trade be- 
tween the states, and for other objects. 

Mr. C. said he would avail himself of that oppor- 
tunity of stating that, in -ubmitting to the applica- 


havirg withdrawn his proposition to repeal the said 
‘law. The discussion was continued at length, Mb. 
Davis a yocating, aul Mr. Strange opposing Mr. 
Wail’s amendment, when it was decided in the neg- 


won of the fiiti of the resolutions of the 12th De- | ative by the following vote: 


ceinber to this petition, he protested that he yield- | 
ed, not to right, but to power; conceiving said 
resolution to be unconstitutional, and in itselt purely 
null and void. Which protest he desired to have 
entered on the journal. 

Tie speuker ruled it to be out of order. 

Petitious and memorials were further presente: 

Froin Rhode Island, by Messis. Tillinghast and 
Cranston. 

Froin Connecticut, by Messrs. Haley, Holt, Tou- 
cey, and Whitilesey. 

From Vermout, by Messrs. Hall, Slade, Everett, | 
Ailen, and Fleteher, 

Fro.n New York, by Messrs. Fillmore, Parker, 
Kemble, Taylor, Gray, Andrews, Vanderveer, 
Speucer, Jones, Grant, DeGratl, Bronson. Marvin, 





Russell, MeCletian, Hoifinan, Mitchell, Edwards, | 


Patnain, Sibley, and Peck. 

From New Hoses, by Mr. Yorke. 

From Penasylvunia, by Messrs. Henry, Sheffer, 
Pinner, Hainmond, Hubley, McKennan, Naylor, 
Toland, Ole, and Morris. 

Froin Delawure, by Mr. Milligan. 

From Maryland, a Messrs. Howard, Johnson, 
Kennedy, Jenifer, and Thomas. 

Fro. Virginia, by Messrs. Beirne, Mallory, 
Craig, Taltilerro. Gariand, Hopkins, and Mercer. 

Frou North Carolina, by Messrs Stanly, Ren- 
cher, and Graha.o, 

Frou South Carolina, by Mr. Legare. 

Frou Georgia, by Messrs. Haynes, Glascock, and 
Dawson. 

Frown Kentucky, by Messrs. Harlan, Southgate, 
Graves, Underwood, S. Williams, and Menefee. 

Frou Teanessee, by Messrs. Stone, Carter, Tur- 
ney, Cheathain, Shields, J.L.Williams, the Sp. aker, 
and Crockett. 

From Ohio, by Messrs. Mason, Bond, Giddings, 
C. Mo-ris, Hu ster, Duncan, Ridgway, Sheplor, 
Allen, Harper, and Goode. 

From Louisiana, by Me Gurland. 

Fio a Ludiana, by Messrs. Esing, Herod, Rari- 
den, Grahain, Dunn, and Goode, 

Fiow Mississippi, by Mr. Word. 

Fro a Linais, by Messrs, Casey and Snyder, 

From Alabuma, by Messrs. Chapman, Lewis, 
Lyon, and Martin, 

Fro.n Missouri, by Messrs. Harrison and Miller. 
Froin arkansas, by Mr. Yell. From Michigan, by 
Mr. Crary. Froin Florida, by Mr. Downing. Fron 
Wisconsin, by Mr. Junes. From Jowa, by Mr. 
Chapiuan. 

Most of these petitions were on private subjects, 
praying for pensions,. post routes, settlements of 
elatisns, &c. 
necticut, Vermont, New York, and Pennsvivania, 
a considerable nuinber were for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Culuinbia, and the slave 
trade in the states; reinonstratinz- ayainst the an- 
nexation of Texas, and asking for the establishment 
of international relations with the republic of Hayti. 

A few resolutions for the settlement of private 
claiins aud the establishment of post routes having 
been‘subwitted aud agreed to, the house adjourned. 


*FRIDAY’S PROCELDINGS—SENATE. 

Dec. 21.) Petitions and memorials were present- 
ed by Messrs. Tip/on, Tallmadge, Smith, of Conn., 
Dacis, Wall, Walker, King, aud Hubbard, 

Tue Vice President conmmnicated to the senate a 
letter from the treasury departinent, in relation to 
carrying into eifeet the treaty of the 20th October, 
1832, with the Chickasaw [ndians 

M.-. Tipton. from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported a bill relinquishing the reverstonary inter- 
est et the U. States to certain Indian reservations 

Me. Wail, tron the counmittee on the judiciary, re- 
vorted a bil to proibit the giving or accepting, with- 
i the District of Coluinbia, a challenge to fight a duel, 
and for the punishment thereof, with arnendments. 

Alse, froin the saine cominmittee, the bill to abol- 
ish bnprisonm nt for debt in certain cases. 

Mr. Crittenden, on leave, introduced a bill to pre- 
vent the interference of certain officers of the federal 
government in elections, which was referred to the 
co.ntmittee on the jud ciary. 

Tie resolution introduced yesterday ty Mr. 
Sinith, of lad., instructing the committee on com- 
merce to enquire into the expediency of amending 
the steanboat law of last session in certain particu- 
lars, was taken up and agreed to. 

Tae house bl, making partial appropriations for 
1333-39 then cuns up on the question of Mr. 
Walls anentment to annex to ita clause appro- 
priatins $250,000 to comply with the provisions of 
the peusiva act of 7th July, 1833, Mr. Crilenden 


Fro:n thé states of Rhode Island, Con- | 


YLAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Davis, Hubbard, Knight 
Pierce, Preniiss, Ruggles, Smith, of Conn., Swift, 
Wall, Williams, of Me.—1}. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ailen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 


iClay, of Aia., Ciayton, Crittenden, Fulton, King, 


Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Rives, 
Robinson, S:range, Tipton, Walker, Wright, Young, 21. 
It was passed in its original form. Adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, December 21. As soon as the journal of 


|yesterday was read, Mr. Cushing moved to amend 


it by iaserting therein the following: 

“Mr. Cushing presented the petition of Joseph 
Young and others, of Salisbury, in the state of 
Massachusetts, which was laid on the table under 


‘the resolution of the house of the 12th of Decem- 


ber; and on presenting the same, Mr. Cusbipg pro- 
tested that, in submitting to the application of said 
resolution to this petition, he yielded not to right, 
but to power, conceiving said resolution to be un- 
i|constitutional, and therefore in itself purely null 
and void; whieh prot.st he woved to have entered 
ou the journal. But the speaker decided that the 
iwotion was not in oider.”” 

Mr. Dromgooie and Mr. Howard opposed the 
motion on the ground that by this process any gen- 
tieman mizht evade a decision of the cause ayainst 
putting their protest on the journal; because, by a 
notion made the day after, so worded as to embrace 
the paper tis If, whichever way the house decided, 
it would still gu on the record. The former gentle- 
man designated such motions as mere pretexts, or 
d-vices, to defy the decision of the house. 

Mr. Cushing be.ged leave to sugzest that this 
was no more a pretext or device than any other 
motion, the house frequently entertaining such mo- 
tions, and, besides, he had made it according to the 
established rules of the house, whether they were 
erroneous in practice or uot. 

Mr. Drongoole and Mr. Howard both expressed 
a wish that a motion would be made to-morrow to 
strike the entry of this motion from the journal. 

Mr. Adams would inform the gentleman that even 
that process would not answer, for the very motion 
to expunge must goon the journal. and must neces- 
sarily recapitulate what was proposed to be ex- 
/punged. It was in vain thas to endeaver to keep 
oii the journal of the house important facts, whieu 
ought to be recorded in it. 

Mr. Wise said he should go with the gentleman 
‘froin Massachusetts, it the house wasabout to enter 
‘on the expunetion process, for he wanted to “keep” 

the journal of these proceedings, to preserve the 
facts. If a motion was made, whether it was 
‘adopted or rejected, he wished the journal to show 





iit. But adopt the Bentoniam practice, still they 
|had got to show what had been expunged; but if 
they aitempted that process, drawing black hlines 


now in this house who well carry the pen, with the 
ink in it, to the exeeutive mansion, as a trophy of 
‘executive victory?) Mr. W. demanded the previous 
question which prevailed. 

Mr. Montgomery demanded the yeas and nays ou 
the main q:.estion, which were ordered; and after 
a few minut. s conversation thereon between Messrs. 
Cushing, Tillinghast, Bell, Uuderwood, and Evans, 
the vote was taken, and resulted thus: yeas, 14, 
nays 174, as follows: 

YE AS— Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Borden, Wm. 
B. Calhoun, Cushing, Davies, Richard Fietcher, Gid- 
dings, Hastings, Linculn, Calvary Morris, Potts, E. 
Robinson, Sai onsiall, and Tilinghasi— 14. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Banks, Bea ty, Beers, Bell, 
Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Briggs 


ce* 


Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, John Calhoon, 





Clowney, Cules, Connor, Curwin, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Cranston, Crockett, Cushman, Darlington, Bawacs: 
DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, 
Everet', Ewing, Farrington, Isaac F letcher, Fillmore, 
Fry, Gallup, Jas. Garland, Glascock, Goode, Grant- 
‘land, Grant, Graves, Grav, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, 
Hall, Hammond, Hamer, Harian, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Henry, Herod, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Wm. H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Legare, Lead- 
better, Loxwmis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, Samson Mason, 
Martin, Maury, May. Maxwell. McKay, Robert 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McKennan. Mene- 
fee, Mercer, Miller, Mitchell, Montgomery, Morzan, 
Mathias Morris, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Naylor, 
Noble, Noyes, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, 
Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, 
Pratt, Joho H. Prentiss, Sergeant 8S. Prentiss, Putnam, 








around it, where, let him ask, is the instrument | 


Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, | F : re binit 
Carer, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Clark, Cleaveland, | following substitute,which he proposed to su 


| 


Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Augusiine 
Charles Shepard, Sitields, Sheplur, Siade, s 
























































































Swearingen, Taliaterro, Taylor, Titus, Tola; 
cey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vuil, V oe 


Willams, Sherrod Williams, J. W. Williams 
L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Words Worse 
ton, Yell, and Yorke—174. ny 

So the motion of Mr. Cushing to amend the Jou 
nal was decided in the negative. . 

Mr. Mallory, on leave, submitted the follow; 
resolution, wiich lies over one day, uncer the rul 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be directa 
to inturm this house what measures, if any, had bee 
taken to carry into effect the act of 1836, makino 
appropriation for tie selection of sites, aud the er 
tiun of marine barracks, at Charlesion, Gosport ani 
Pensacola. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the cominj 
were called cn for reports, and a number of Pensigg 
bilis were r. ported; the following were the ouly on, 
of a public characier. 

By Mr Cambreleng, from he committee of ways ay 
means, a bill waking appropriations for the cure 
and contingent expenses of the Indian departing 
and for tulfiiling treaty stipulations with the Indiay 

A bill making appropriations for the naval seryjg 
for the year 1839. 

A bill making appropriations for the support, 
the army for the year 1839. 

And a bill more eflectually to prevent frauds j 
the collection, keeping, transter, and disbursemey 
of the public revenue, and to punish public defaultes 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee om icics ag 
canals, reported a bill giving the assent of congress 
to an act of the general assembly of Virginia, ey. 
titled “an act to amend an act incorporating the Fy 
mouth and Alexandria railroad company,” whid 
passed February 2d, 1836. 

This bill excited considerable discussion. 

Mr. Mercer moved its engrossinent, stating thal 
invalued no appropriation, conferred no privilege 
and was a mere perinission to the company to 
tend their road ihrough the District. 

Mr. Petrikin moved the commitinent of the bi 
to a committee of the whole, giving as a reason iq 
that motion that more examination was requisit 
than had been afiorded, and he desired so to amend 
as to compel the company to transport the waili 
a fair rate of compensation. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson replied that, in the preset 


[ 


case the general governn.ent could have but lit’ 


influence over the railroad, for it was ouly threes 
four miles from this place to the line of the stal 
The influence of the government, therefore, cou 
only extend three or fuur miles over the soul 
And was it worth while, under these circumstauer 
to retard the progress of this bill, when there 
scarcely a dissenting voice against it? The coi 
pany simply asked the privilege to pass the lan 
of the di-trict in the same manner as the state? 
Virginia has given the privilege to pass the la 

of the citizer:s over that part of the route. Mo 

over, the bill had heretofore underzone the fille 
examination, and had already passed the house ts 
or three times. 

Mr. Petrikin still insisted on his motion. wh 
was also sustained by Mr. Haynes, and it weg 
posed further by Messrs. Mercer, W. C. Jolin 
and Pope, when it was disagreed to by the hot 
without a division, and, Mr. Mercer’s motion jt 
vailing, the bill was ordered to be engrossed !@ 
third reading to-morrow. 

The consideration of the motion of Mr. Cant 
leng for the appointment of a select comuillet 
investigate the defalcations of Sawnel Swartwo@ 
late collector of the customs. at New York," 
came up by general consent. ; 

Mr. Wise was entitled to the floor, but he y! 
ed it temporarily to 

Mr. Garland, of Va., who Jaid on the table 


the original motion: 

Resolved, That so much of the president’s mest 
relates to the defalcation of Samuel Swartwoul 
collector of New York, be referred to a select co 
tee of nine members. to be chosen by ballot; an 
said committee do further i:-quire into the allege 
falcation of Wm. M. Price, late district attorney 
same city; and into any other defalcations or ats 
reference to the collection, safekeeping, and dis! 
ment of the public money. 

That said committee have power to send for pe 
and papers; that they report all facts connected 
such defalcation, which they may deem pertinent 
what further legislation, if any, may be necess? 
prevent the same in future. : 

Mr. Cambreleng expressed his readiness to 4 
this in lieu of his own, except so much as re 
to the mode of ap pointing the committee. 

Mr. Wise resumed his remarks, and conc! 
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at half-past 8 o’clock, when the house adjour@o +. oF py 


